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EIGHTH  TRIENNIAL  SESSIONS. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  at  its  Triennial  Sessions,  convened  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  in  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  tliousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty -four.  The  ses- 
sions commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  seventh,  and  con- 
tinued until  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth 
day  of  the  month,  inclusive. 


AETICLE  I. 
OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  pursuant  to  appointment,  convened  in  the  Third  Re- 
formed Church,  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Paca  and  Sara- 
toga Streets,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  on  Wednesday,  May 
7th,  A.  D.  1884,  in  the  evening  at  8  o'clock.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  retiring  president,  (Rev.  Jeremiah  H.  Good,  1). 
D.,)  and  by  his  request,  the  opening  sermon,  having  for  its 
theme  the  necessiti/  of  aggressive  loork  in  the  Reformed 
Church,  was  preached  by  Rev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  D.  D., 
based  on  Hebrews  vi :  1 :  '•  Therefore  leaving  the  principles  of 
the  doctrine  of  Christ,  let  us  go  on  unto  perfection." 

Then,  as  the  president  and  vice-presidents  were  absent,  the 
Stated  Clerk  called  the  members  to  order  and  led  in  prayer, 
after  which  Rev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  D.  D.,  was  appointed 
president  pro  tern.  The  synod  then  proceeded  with  the  en- 
rollment of  its  members,  aud  in  effecting  a  permanent  organ- 
ization. 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

FRO:\r  THE  SYNOD  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


CLASSES. 

E.  Pennsylvania. 


Lebanon. 

Phlladcljihia. 

Lancaster. 

E.  SusqueJtanna. 

W.  Su.'<(jiiehanna . 
G(ji>}ienhoppen. 
ToJiukon. 
Lchujli. 

Miami. 

Lancaster,  (0.) 
Tugcarawas. 


MINISTERS. 

Joseph  E.  Freeman 
Tilghman  O.  Stem 
Daniel  Y.  Heisler,  D.  I). 
Benjamin  Bailsman,  D.  D. 
Thomas  S.  Johnston,  D.  J). 
Franklin  W.  Kremer,  D.  D. 

J.  H.  A.  BombergerD.  D.  (1) 
John  H.  Sechler  (2) 
David  E.  Klopp,  D.  D. 
AVm.  H.  H.  Snyder  (3) 
Emanuel  V.  Gerliart,  D.  D. 
John  S.  Stahr,  Ph.  D. 
Thomas  J.  Hacker 
Tilghman  Derr    . 
William  C.  Schaeffer 
R.  Leighton  Gerhart 
William  H.  Groh 
Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D. 
L.  Kryder  Evans 
Franklin  J.  ^lohr 
Nathaniel  Z.  Snyder 
Alfred  J.  G"  Dubbs 
Nero  S.  Strassburger 
Thomas  N.  Reber 


ELDERS. 

Hon.  Joseph  Laubach 
Thomas  T.  Miller 
Peter  Laux. 
Lewis  Kraemer 
Daniel  Shepp 
Isaac  Kalbacli 
Peter  Burkey. 
Hon.  Hiram  C.  Hoovei 
John  S.  Freeman,  Esq  (2) 
William  K.  Gresh.  (2) 
Christian  Gast 
Edward  J.  Zahm 
Isaac  Gorgas. 
Jonathan  Sweisfort 
C.  C.  Leader 
Jacob  R.  Hilbush. 
Lewis  S.  Heller 
Prof.  William  Moyer. 
David  B.  Mauger  (4) 
John  Say  bold. 
Hon.  R.  K.  Bachman 
Samviel  S.  Weaver. 
Reuben  H.  Kramm 
Thomas  F.  Butz 
Solomon  Griesemer 


FKOM  THE  SYNOD  OF  OHIO. 

Henry  M.  Herman,  D.  D.       Joseph  F.  Kemp 

Ed.  Herbruck,  Ph.  D.  (5) 

Daniel  R.  Taylor. 

Amos  Casselman 

Austin  Henry. 

Emil  P.  Herbruck 

Sebastian  C.  Goss 


Benjamin  Kuhns 


James  B.  Childs  (6) 
Isaac  H.  Frank. 


His  seat  became  occupied  from  Tuesday  afternoon  to  the  final  adjournment  by 
Rev.  David  Van  llorne,  I>.  D.,  secundiis. 

Took  their  seats  at  the  opening  of  the  session  on  Saturday  morning. 

Took  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  session  on  Friday  morning. 

Took  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  session  on  Tliursday  afternoon. 

His  seat  during  the  first  two  sessions,  and  from  Tuesday  morning  till  the  final 
adjournment,  was  occupied  by  Rev.  Isaac  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  secundus,  who  also 
occupied  the  seat  of  Rev.  Daniel  R.  Taylor  during  the  whole  of  Monday. 

He  took  his  seat  on  Friday  morning  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 


Tiffin. 

Eaitfrrn  Ohio. 

X.    Tlliiiois. 

Shelhii. 

loira. 

St.  .lo^rph. 


Alpheus  E.  Baichly 
John  J.  i\I.  Gruljer 
Lewis  H.  Kefauver,  I).  D. 
John  J.  licberman 
Milton  H.  Groh 
Frank  Wetzel 
Joseph  r.  Butler. 
Henry  Bair 
John  H.  Buser. 
Jesse  Steiner 
Frederick  F.  Christine. 
Daniel  J.  Greenwald. 


Henry  Stoner 
Lewis  Keller 

Elias  Williard 
Robert  Bell. 
Frederick  Bolender. 

Samuel  Wildasin 
Jacob  Suit 


FROM  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  NORTHWEST. 


Zion's.  Charles  F.  Kriete 

Shehojigan.  James  Bossard,  Ph.  D. 

Indiana.  John  F.  H.  Dieckman 

Peter  Joerris 

Milwaukee.  (No  members  present.) 

Minnemta.  Martin  Vitz. 

Nebraska.  Edmund  Erlx 

JJrsirma.  (No  members  present.) 

Missouri.  (No  members  present.) 

Chicago.  (No  members  present.) 


Rudolph  Baerger 
Adam  Mohr. 

Frederick  W.  Scheele 
Jacob  Korb. 


FROM  THE  SYNOD  OF  PITTSBURGH. 


Westmoreland. 

Clarion . 

St.  Paul's 
Somerset. 

Allegheny. 


Samuel  Z.  Beam 
Cyrus  R.  Dieflenbacher. 
Jacol)  F.  Wiant 
Wm.  C.  B.  Shulenberger. 
Joseph  H.  Apple,  D.  D. 

Samuel  R.  Bridenbaugh 
Calvin  U.  Heilman. 
John  H.   Pruffh 


Jacob  Byers 


Christian  M.  Boush. 
George  Warner 

Thomas  J.  Craig. 


Zion's. 


FROM  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  D.  (1)       William  Stuck 
Aaron  Spangler  Charles  Yost. 


1.    His  seat  was  occupied  from  Saturday  morning  until  final  adjournment  bj-  Rcy. 
Reinhart  Smith,  secundus. 
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Maryland. 

Mercershurg . 

Virginia. 

North  Carolina. 

Gettysburg. 

Carlisle. 
Juniata. 

San  Francisco. 
Portland-Oregon. 


George  L.  Staley,  D.  D.  (1) 
Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D. 
Nehemiah  H.  Skyles 

Jonas  B.  Shontz 
William  C.  Cremer  (2) 

Samuel  L.  Whitmore 
Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D. 

George  Wm.  AVelker,  D.  D. 
Jacob  C.  Clapp,  D.  D. 

Henry  Hilbish  * 

David  U.  Wolff. 

U.  Henry  Heilman 

John  M.  Titzel,  D.  D. 
Frederick  A.  Rupley 

(No  members  present.) 

(No  members  present.) 


Samuel  Dutrow 
J.  Taylor  Motter 
Jacob  H.  Cost. 

Isaac  H.  Keefer 
Henry  Omwake. 

Charles  P.  Matthaei 


Henry  Wirt 

Samuel  Crist. 

Job  INI.  Shoemaker 
Joshua  L.  Reifsnyder. 


FROM  THE  gp:rman  synod  of  the  e.\st. 


New  York. 
West  New  York. 


John  F.  Busche 
John  B.  Kniest. 


Ger.  Philadelphia.  Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D. 
John  Knelling,  D.  D. 

Ger.  Maryland.       John  C.  Hauser  (8) 

W.  Pennsylvania.    (No  members  present.) 


Henry  Berge. 


William  D.  Gross 
Daniel  Kornbau. 

Philip  C.  Zipp. 


FROM  THE  CENTRAL  SYNOD. 


Heidelberg. 

Erie. 

St.  .Johii's. 

Cincinnati. 


John  H.  Klehi,  D.  D. 
Peter  Greding,  D.  D. 

Michael  Treiber 
Frederick  Forwick. 

Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  D. 
Frederick  Strassner 

John  Bachman 
Herman  I.  Stern 


John  G.  Raiser 
Christian  Vogt. 

William  Becker 


John  Kaderli 
Jeremiah  Wirth. 

Henry  Schroer 
Christian  Uthbrock. 


1.  His  seat  was  occupied  during  Thursday,  and  also  at  some  subsequent  sessions, 

by  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miiler,  sccundtis,  and  during  Monday  morning  session  by 
Rev.  T.  F.  Hoffmeior,  secundus. 

2.  His  seat  was  occupied  from  Monday  morning  till  the  final  adjournment  by  Rev. 

Cyrus  Cort. 

3.  His  seat  during  Tuesday  was  occupied  by  Rev.  Herman  Bielfeld,  secundus. 


7. 

MEMBERS   FROM   CORRESPONDING   KODIES. 

From  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 

Rev.  John  M.  Wagner. 

From  the  Quadrennial  Provincial  Synod  of  Moravian  Church. 

Rev.  E.  W.  Shields. 

ADVISORY   MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

From  Philadel2)hia  Classis. — Revs.  Dr.  S.  P.  Davis,  Dr. 
David  Van  Home,  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Silas  P.  Mauger. 

From  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Classis. — Rev.  Dr.  Theodore  Appel. 

From  East  Susquehanna  Classis. — Revs.  Geo.  B.  Dechant, 
John  J.  Crist,  Jacob  B.  Kerschner,  and  Elder  David  Eisenhart. 

From  Goshenhoppen  Classis. — Rev.  Daniel  E.  Schoedler. 

From  Tohickon  Classis. — Elder  Isaac  G.  Gerhart. 

From  Zion?s  Classis  (Potomac  Synod). — Revs.  Reinhart 
Smith,  Fred.  J.  Sauerber,  David  N.  Dittmar,  Dr.  Jacob  O. 
Miller. 

From  Maryland  Classis. — Revs.  Conrad  Clever,  Joel  T. 
Rossiter,  Marion  L.  Firor,  Louis  Y.  Zinkhan,  Silas  M.  Hench, 
Charles  F.  Sontag,  William  Goodrich,  Adam  S.  Weber,  J. 
Spangler  KiefFer,  P.  Allison  Long,  Thomas  F.  Hoffmeier, 
Leighton  G.  Kremer,  Andrew  J.  Heller,  William  Riipp. 

Fro7n  Virginia  Classis. — Revs.  John  A.  Hoffheins,  E. 
Welty,  Cyrus  J.  Musser,  Joseph  S.  Loose. 

From  Mercershurg  Classis. — Revs.  Franklin  F.  Bahner, 
Jacob  Hassler,  J.  Wm.  Knappenberger,  Cyrus  Cort. 

From  Getty shurg  Classis. — Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr.  Dr.  Moses 
KiefFer,  John  C.  Bowman. 

From  Carlisle  Classis. — Rev.  J.  Marion  Mickly. 

From  Juniata  Classis. — Rev.  Cyrus  H.  Reiter. 

From  Miami  Classis. — Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Reiter. 

From  Tiffin  Classis. — Rev.  Dr.  H.  H.  W.  Hibshman. 

From  Northern  Illinois  Classis. — Rev.  Isaac  A.  Sites. 

From  Shelby  Classis. — Rev.  Julius  H.  Shuford. 

From  Westmoreland  Classis. — Rev.  John  W.  Love. 

From  Allegheny  Classis. — Rev.  Peter  C.  Prugh. 

From  German  Philadelphia  Classis. — Revs.  Dr.  J.  G. 
Wiehle,  W.  Walenta,  Fred.  W.  Berleman,  and  Elder  Max 
Wiehle,  M.  D. 


From  German  Maryla7id  Classis. — Revs.  Herman  Bielfeld, 
Conrad  Borchers,  Marcus  Bachman,  Gustavus  Facius,  x\iigustus 
Guenther. 

MINISTERS   FROM   OTHER   CHURCHES. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Davenport,  Asquith  Presbyterian  Church. 

"  T.  W.  Anderson,  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

"  W.  E.  Bird,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  S.  M.  Hartsock,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  W.  F.  Speake,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  G.  W.  Cooper,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  J.  E.  Amos,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  L.  M.  Gardner,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  T.  L.  Poulson,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  Bishop  Latane,  Reformed  Episcopal  Church. 

"  C.  H.  Ebert,  Evangelical  Church,  Germany. 

"  C.  Kirchman,  Evangelical  Church  of  North  America. 

"  E.  Huber,  Evangelical  Church  of  North  America. 

"  N.  Burkart,  Evangelical  Church  of  North  America. 

"  J.  Doerkson,  Church  of  United  Brethren  in  Christ. 


ARTICLE  III. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  D.  D.,  President,  Reading,  Pa. 

Rev.  John  B.  Kniest,  Vice-Presidejit,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Ed.  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  Vice- Preside7it,  Frederick,  Md. 

Rev.  Isaac  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  Stated  Clerk^  Miamisburg,  O. 

Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  Assistent  Clerk,  Akron,  O. 

Rev.  Herman  I.  Stern,  Cor.  Secretary,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Mr.  William  D.  Gross,  Treas.,  Box  2,147,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  Committee  on  Rules  of  Order,  appointed  by  the  (Gen- 
eral Synod  in  1881,  (Min.  page  10),  and  referred  to  in  item  1 
of  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  during  the  morning  session  on  Tlnirsday  (May 
8th),  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  discussed 
and  as  amended  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 
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Your  committee  would  submit  for  adoption  the  following 
Rules  of  Order  for  the  government  of  the  several  judicatories 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

I.      ORGANIZATION,  ETC. 

1.  The  president  shall  take  the  chair  at  the  hour  to  which 
the  Judicatory  had  been  adjourned,  immediately  call  the 
members  to  order,  and  open  the  session  with  the  prescribed 
religious  services. 

.  2.  In  the  absence  of  the  president  the  IStated  Clerk  shall 
call  the  members  to  order,  and  put  in  nomination  a  preside;) t 
jpro  tem.^  who  shall  preside  until  the  president  is  present,  or 
until  an  election  has  been  held.  Should  the  president  and  tlie 
Stated  Clerk  both  be  absent,  then  the  oldest  minister  present 
shall  perform  this  office. 

3.  The  roll  shall  then  be  called,  on  which  the  names  of  all 
those  entitled  to  a  seat  and  having  proper  credentials  shall 
have  been  entered,  and  about  whose  right  there  is  no  contest. 
If  a  quorum  be  present,  the  Judicatory  may  proceed  to  busi- 
ness ;  but  if  not,  any  two  members  present  may  adjourn  from 
time  to  time  to  give  opportunity  for  a  quorum  to  assemble. 

4.  If  a  contest  be  made  as  to  the  right  of  any  one  claiming 
a  seat,  or  there  be  present  two  or  more  sets  of  delegates  from 
a  lower  Judicatory,  the  matter  shall  at  once  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  who  shall  examine  into  the  case,  and  report  at  the 
earliest  possible  time. 

5.  As  soon  as  an  organization  has  been  fully  effected  an 
election  shall  ])e  held  for  such  officers  as  may  be  required  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  Church  or  tlie  custom  of  the  Judi- 
catory. 

6.  The  limits  which  define  the  Bar  of  the  House  shall  be 
determined  immediately  on  the  organization,  by  the  president, 
and  no  one  without  it  shall  be  able  to  use  any  right  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Judicatory. 

7.  A  quorum  to  transact  business  in  any  Judicatory  shall 
consist  of  a  majority  of  the  members  representing  a  majority 
of  the  lower  courts  composing  it. 

II.      DUTIES   OF   THE    PRESIDENT. 

8.  When  the  president  has  opened  the  session,  and  finds  a 
quorum  present  after  the  first  day,  he  shall  cause  the  minutes 
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of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read,  and,  if  necessary,  to  be  cor- 
rected, when  he  shall  declare  them  approved  ;  and  before  the 
final  adjournment  the  remaining  proceedings  shall  be  read 
and  corrected ;  and  when  no  further  corrections  are  required 
the  president  shall  say :  "  Shall  the  minutes  be  now  ap- 
proved ?"  If  no  objections  be  made,  he  shall  declare  them  to 
stand  approved. 

9.  He  shall  preserve  order,  guard  against  the  violation  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Church  and  the  Rules  of  Order,  and 
endeavor  to  conduct  all  business  to  a  speedy  and  proper  con- 
conclusion, 

10.  He  shall,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  organization  has 
been  effected,  appoint  the  several  standing  committees 
required  for  the  prompt  accomplishment  of  the  business  before 
the  Judicatory  to  the  number  designated  by  the  constitution 
or  its  custom ;  and,  unless  otherwise  provided  for,  he  shall 
appoint  all  temporary  committees  that  may  be  called  for  in  the 
process  of  business. 

11.  He  shall  keep  exact  account  of  all  items  of  business 
that  have  been  laid  over  or  assigned  to  a  particular  day,  and 
call  them  up  at  the  proper  time. 

12.  He  shall  receive  all  minutes,  reports,  communications, 
etc.,  addressed  to  or  intended  for  the  Judicatory,  and  with  its 
consent  refer  them  to  their  appropriate  committees. 

13.  He  shall  sign  the  minutes  and  all  addresses  or  cir- 
culars, etc.,  issued  by  the  Judicatory,  and  decide  all  questions 
of  order  subject  to  an  appeal. 

11.  He  may  state  a  question  sitting,  but  shall  rise  to  put 
it,  and  in  this  form :  "  As  many  as  are  in  favor  (as  the  ques- 
tion may  be)  say  '  aye.^  "  After  the  affirmation  is  expressed, — 
"  As  many  as  are  opposed  say  '  no.' "  If  in  doubt  as  to  the 
results,  or  a  division  is  called  for,  those  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive shall  rise,  stand,  and  be  counted  ;  after  which  those  vot- 
ing in  the  negative  shall  also  rise,  stand,  and  be  counted,  when 
the  president  shall  announce  the  result. 

15.  The  president  shall  vote  in  all  cases  when  the  vote  is 
by  ballot,  or  when  his  vote  be  decisive.  In  all  cases  of  a  tie 
the  question  shall  be  lost. 

III.      DUTIES   OF   THE    STATED   CLERK. 

16.  The  Stated  Clerk  shall  have  prepared  in  advance  of  the 
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time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Judicatory  a  complete  roll  of  its 
members,  and  as  soon  as  possible  perfect  a  roll  of  those  mem- 
bers present  for  the  use  of  the  president. 

17.  He  shall  make  a  correct  and  concise  minute  of  all  its 
proceedings,  and  carefully  preserve  the  same.  He  shall,  if 
required,  make  up  a  correct  and  authenticated  copy  of  the 
same,  and  transmit  the  same  in  due  time  to  the  higher  Judi- 
catory for  review.  He  shall  read  all  papers  by  order  of  the 
president;  shall  publish  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
all  stated  meetings,  and,  by  order  of  the  president,  of  all 
special  meetings. 

18.  No  memorial,  communication  or  other  paper  confided 
to  his  care  shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  without  the  war- 
rant of  the  Judicatory. 

19.  He  shall  make  a  digest  of  the  legislative  actions,  and 
all  decisions  made  on  constitutional  questions,  or  the  Rules  of 
Order,  by  the  Judicatory,  for  convenient  reference. 

IV.      THE    ORDER   OF   BUSINESS. 

*20.  After  the  minutes  have  been  read  and  approved,  an 
opportunity  shall  be  given  to  announce  the  presence  of  recently 
arrived  members  or  secundi,  in  order  that  they  may  be  recog- 
nized. 

21.  Business  unfinished  at  a  previous  session  shall  be  first 
taken  up,  unless  a  special  order  has  been  set  for  that  hour. 

22.  Reports  from  permanent  committees  shall  have  preced- 
ence, except  in  cases  where  a  matter  has  been  set  for  a  special 
hour. 

V.      MEMBERS — THEIR   RIGHTS    AND   DUTIES. 

23.  EveVy  member  shall  be  present  within  the  Bar  of  the 
House  while  the  Judicatory  is  in  session,  unless  excused  or 
necessarily  prevented,  and  shall  vote  on  each  question  put, 
unless  previously  excused,  or  unless  he  has  a  direct  personal 
or  pecuniary  interest  in  the  determination  of  such  question. 

2-1:.     Every  member,  in  speaking,  shall  rise  and  address  him- 

*NoTE.— As  an  error  occurred  in  the  committee's  consecutive  numbering  of  these 
Rules  of  Order,  by  passing  from  19  to  21,  and  perpetuated  the  same  in  the  copy  printed 
under  its  supervision  during  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  at  Baltimore,  it 
became  necessary  to  correct  the  numbering  after  section  19.  This  correction  changed 
■21  to  'JO,  2'2  to  21,  and  so  on  throughout,  making  the  total  number  of  sections  71  instead 
of  72.  The  reader  will  please  observe  this  change  in  comparing  the  copy  in  the 
printed  Minutes  with  that  printed  in  pamphlet  form  at  Baltimore.  Stated  Clerk. 
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self  respectfully  to  the  president,  and,  being  recognized,  may 
proceed  to  address  the  Judicatory.  He  sliall  treat  his  fellow- 
members,  and  especially  the  president,  with  decorum  and 
respect,  confining  himself  to  the  subject  under  discussion,  and 
avoiding  all  personalities. 

25.  During  the  transaction  of  business  members  shall  not 
engage  in  private  conversation;  nor  in  debate  shall  one 
address  himself  to  another,  or  to  any  one  present  except  the 
president. 

26.  When  two  or  more  members  rise  at  the  same  time,  the 
president  shall  name  the  one  who  is  fn\-t  to  speak.  No  mem- 
ber shall  speak  more  than  twice,  nor  longer  than  one  hour,  on 
the  same  question,  unless  by  unanimous  consent.  The  chair- 
man of  a  committee,  however,  may  open  and  also  close  when 
general  deliate  has  been  had  on  a  motion  reported  by  him.  A 
member  who  has  spoken  to  the  main  question  may  si)eak 
again  to  an  amendment. 

27.  Wlien  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  shall 
transgress  the  Rules  of  Order,  or  deviate  from  the  subject 
under  discussion,  or  in  any  way  act  disorderly,  the  president 
shall,  or  any  member  may,  call  him  to  order,  when  he  shall 
immediately  take  his  seat,  unless  permitted  to  explain,  when, 
if  the  Judicatory  be  satisfied,  he  may  proceed  in  order;  but 
if  the  case  require  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to  censure  or  rei)ri- 
mand. 

28.  No  member  when  speaking  shall  be  liable  to  interrup- 
tion, except  with  his  permission  or  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
recting a  mistake  or  a  misrepresentation. 

29.  While  the  president  is  putting  a  question,  or  a  member 
is  speaking,  no  one  shall  pass  between  the  i)resideTit  and  the 
speaker,  or  walk  across  the  fioor. 

30.  No  motion  can  be  made  while  a  member  is  speaking, 
or  after  the  president  has  begun  to  take  a  vote. 

31.  A  member  may  change  his  vote  if  it  be  done  before 
the  president  has  announced  the  result,  or  afterward  in  a  case 
where  it  will  not  affect  the  result. 

VI.      COMMITTEES — THEIR   POWERS. 

32.  The  first-named  member  on  each  committee  shall  be 
the  chairman,  unless  the  committee  prefer  to  elect  their  own 
chairman.     In  the  absence  or  refusal  of  the  first-named  mem- 
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ber  to  preside,  the  second  member  on  the  committee  shall 
take  his  place,  and  so  on  as  often  as  a  vacancy  may  occur, 

33.  A  committee  to  whom  papers  have  been  referred  shall 
return  them  with  its  report ;  and  no  paper  can  go  before  a 
committee,  or  become  matter  for  its  action,  unless  it  has  been 
properly  referred  to  it. 

34.  A  majority  of  a  committee  constitutes  a  quorum,  and 
only  can  make  a  report.  A  minority  may  submit  its  views  in 
writing,  or  any  member  may  submit  a  motion  that  contains 
the  view  of  such  minority. 

35.  A  committee  may  appoint  one  or  more  sub-committees 
in  order  to  facilitate  its  w^ork,  by  thus  distributing  it  among 
its  se^^eral  members,  but  the  final  report  must  come  from  the 
whole  committee. 

36.  All  special  committees  when  they  have  made  their 
report  and  it  is  received  are  by  this  act  discharged ;  but  a 
matter  may  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee,  or  it  may 
be  revived  for  another  purpose. 

37.  No  one  who  has  decidedlj^  spoken  against  a  matter 
shall  be  of  the  special  committee  to  whom  it  may  be  referred. 

38.  A  Judicatory  may  at  any  time  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  consider  any  special  matter,  when  the 
president  shall  name  some  one  to  preside,  and  vacate  the 
chair.  Such  committee  ma}'^  rise  at  any  time,  when  the  presi- 
dent shall  resume  the  chair,  and  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee shall  report  its  action,  or  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again. 

VII.   MOTIONS — THEIR  PRECEDENCE. 

39.  Every  motion  made  to  a  Judicatory  and  entertained 
by  the  president  shall,  on  the  demand  of  any  member,  be 
reduced  to  writing.  The  president  shall  then  state  the  ques- 
tion, or  cause  it  to  be  read  by  the  clerk  before  being  debated, 
and  it  shall  then  be  in  possession  of  the  house,  but  may  be 
withdrawn  at  any  time  before  it  has  been  amended  or  a 
decision  had  upon  it. 

40.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be 
entertained,  but — 

a.     To  adjourn. 
h.     To  take  recess. 
c.     To  lie  on  the  table. 
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d.  To  take  the  previous  question. 

e.  To  postpone  to  a  day  certain. 

f.  To  refer  or  commit. 

g.  To  amend. 

h.     To  postpone  indefinitely. 
These   several   motions   shall   have  precedence  in  the  order 
named ;  and  no  motion  to  refer,  postpone  to  a  certain  day,  or 
to  postpone  indefinitely,  being  decided,  shall  be  allowed  again 
on  the  same  day  at  the  same  stage  of  the  question. 

41.  On  the  demand  of  any  member  before  a  question  is 
put,  it  shall  be  divided,  if  it  includes  two  distinct  substantive 
propositions,  but  a  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  is  not 
divisible. 

42.  When  different  motions  are  made  with  respect  to  filling 
blanks,  the  longest  time  and  the  largest  sum  shall  be  first  put. 

43.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before  the  House 
unless  it  has  been  seconded  and  the  mover  recognized  by  the 
president. 

VIII.       AMENDjMENTS. 

44.  When  a  motion  or  proposition  is  under  consideration, 
a  motion  to  amend  and  a  motion  to  amend  that  amendment 
shall  be  in  order,  and  it  shall  also  be  in  order  to  offer  a  further 
amendment  in  the  form  of  a  substitute  for  the  entire  proposi- 
tion, and  to  this  substitute  an  amendment  may  be  offered,  l)ut 
which  shall  not  be  voted  upon  until  the  original  motion  is 
perfected. 

45.  A  motion  to  amend  cannot  be  modified  after  the  i)re- 
vious  question  is  seconded. 

46.  An  amendment  to  the  Rules  of  (.)rder  shall  not  be 
entertained,  unless  it  be  seconded  by  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present. 

IX.      RECONSIDERATION. 

47.  When  a  motion  or  resolution  has  been  ofiered  and  car- 
ried or  lost,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  (who  has 
voted  with  the  majority  on  the  same  or  succeeding  day)  to 
move  the  reconsideration  thereof,  and  such  motion  shall  take 
precedence  of  all  motions,  except  to  adjourn  or  to  take  recess. 

48.  A  motion  to  reconsider  is  not  debatable,  unless  the 
question  proposed  to  be  reconsidered  was  debatable. 
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X.      THE   PREVIOUS   QUESTION. 

49.  The  previous  question  on  any  motion,  after  a  reason- 
able time  has  been  allowed  to  discuss  it,  may  be  called.  The 
call,  to  be  entertained,  must  be  made  by  at  least  one-fifth  of 
the  members  present,  rising  in  their  places  for  the  purpose. 
The  previous  question  shall  be  in  this  form :  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?  And  until  it  is  decided,  it  shall  pre- 
clude all  further  amendments  or  debate  on  the  main  question. 
The  effect  of  this  motion,  when  sustained,  shall  be  to  bring 
the  Judicatory  to  a  direct  vote  on  all  the  amendments  then 
pending  in  their  proper  order,  and  on  the  main  question  itself. 

50.  The  previous  question  shall  apply  in  cases  of  privilege, 
as  in  other  cases. 

XI.      QUESTIONS   OF   PRIVILEGE. 

51.  Questions  of  privilege  shall  be:  1.  Those  affecting 
the  rights  of  the  Judicatory  collectively ;  its  safety,  dignity, 
and  the  integrity  of  its  proceedings.  2.  The  rights,  the 
reputation,  and  conduct  of  the  members  individually  in  their 
representative  capacity.  And  shall  have  precedence  of  all 
questions,  except  to  adjourn  and  to  take  recess. 

52.  It  shall  not  be  a  matter  of  privilege  to  have  received 
and  entered  upon  the  minutes  a  protest  of  a  member  or  mem- 
bers against  the  action  of  a  Judicatory. 

53.  Any  member  who  may  feel  himself  personally  aggrieved 
by  the  action  of  a  Judicatory,  may,  if  he  require  it,  have  the 
ayes  and  nays  recorded  on  the  matter  of  grievance. 

XII.      APPEALS. 

54.  An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  president  on  any 
point  of  order  may  be  taken  by  any  member,  who  may  briefly 
state  the  reasons  for  his  appeal,  and  to  which  the  president 
may  reply,  if  he  deem  it  needful,  and  the  vote  shall  be  taken 
without  further  debate.  The  form  of  stating  the  question 
shall  be :  "  Shall  the  decfsion  of  the  chair  stand  as  the 
decision  of  this  Judicatory  f" 

55.  A  question  of  appeal  cannot  be  reconsidered  after 
other  business  has  been  done. 

56.  An  appeal  is  not  in  order  while  another  appeal  is 
pending. 
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XIII.      THE   MOTION   TO   LIE    ON   THE   TABLE. 

57.  The  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  may  be  used  to  make 
room  for  more  important  matters,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
matter  at  a  more  convenient  time,  or  quickly  to  make  a  final 
disposition  of  it. 

58.  This  motion  takes  precedence  of  all  other  motions, 
except  to  adjourn  and  take  recess,  and  shall  be  decided 
without  debate. 

59.  All  that  adheres  to  the  subject  of  the  motion  goes  on 
the  table  with  it,  except  it  be  on  a  motion  to  correct  the 
minutes. 

60.  When  this  motion  is  made  and  lost,  it  cannot  again  be 
made  until  some  change  or  alternation  has  been  made  in  the 
question  under  consideration. 

61.  A  negative  vote  on  a  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  may  be 
reconsidered ;  but  if  a  vote  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table, 
that  cannot  be  reconsidered. 

XIV.      MISCELLANEOUS. 

62.  The  Rules  of  Order  may  be  suspended  by  unanimous 
consent. 

63.  A  motion  to  amend  the  Rules  of  Order  shall  lie  over 
one  day,  and  it  shall  require  a  two-third  vote  to  carry  the 
amendment. 

64.  Any  Judicatory  may  sit  with  closed  doors  if,  in  its 
judgment,  the  matter  under  consideration  require  it. 

65.  Election  for  officers,  delegates  to  higher  Judicatories, 
members  of  boards,  etc.,  shall  be  by  ballot ;  but  any  Judica- 
tory may  make  its  elections  by  acclamation,  if  it  so  elect. 

66.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  for  less  than  a  quorum  to  take 
recess. 

67.  A  motion  to  take  recess  may  be  offered  while  another 
question  is  pending,  or  while  the  floor  is  held  by  another 
member  with  his  consent. 

68.  The  motion  to  adjourn,  to  take  recess,  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  for  the  previous  question,  shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

69.  The  ayes  and  nays  on  any  question  shall  be  recorded 
on  the  demand  of  five  members. 

70.  Before  the  final  adjournment  of  any  Judicatory  the 
roll  shall  be  called,  and  all  members  absent  without  permis- 
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sion  shall,  by  the  stated  clerk,  be  reported  to  the  body  which 
they  were  sent  to  represent. 

71.  At  the  final  adjournment,  after  the  Judicatory  has 
united  with  the  president  in  the  repetition  of  the  creed,  the 
Lord's  prayer,  he  shall  pronounce  the  apostolic  benediction, 
and  declare  the  Judicatory  now  adjourned  to  meet  as  already 
ordered.  Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  WM.  WELKER, 

D.  ERNST  KLOPP, 

JOHN  M.  TITZEL, 

LEWIS  H.  STEINER, 

GOLDSBORQUGH  S.  GRIFFITH, 

Committee. 


In  immediate  connection  with  the  adoption  of  the  forego- 
ing report,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  these  Rules  of  Order  take  immediate  effect, 
and  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  have  five  hundred 
copies  thereof  printed  in  some  proper  form,  the  cost  per  copy 
not  to  exceed  ten  cents. 


The  Bar  of  the  House  was  defined  to  be  the  first  eleven 
pews  from  the  chancel  of  the  church. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing 
the  present  sessions  of  synod : 

The  Morning  Sessions  to  open  at  nine  and  close  at  half -past 
eleven  o'clock. 

The  Afternoon  Sessions  to  open  at  half-past  two,  and  close 
at  five  o'clock. 

Evening  sessions  were  held  on  Wednesday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  the  first,  the  seventh  and  the  eighth  days  of  the 
sessions. 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The    president    announced   the   following    standing    com- 
mittees : 

Religious  Services — English  :    Ministers— George  L.  Staley, 
D.  D.,  Conrad  Clever,  Joel  T.  Rossiter.      Elders — Golds- 
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borough  S.  Griffith  and  J.  Taylor  Hotter,   German  :    Min- 
isters —  John  C.    Hauser,    Marcus    Bachman,     Conrad 
Borchers.     Elders — Philip  C.  Zipp,  Wm.  D.  (jross. 
Synodic AL  Minutes  : 

Minutes  of   Oeneral   Synod.     Ministers — Samuel   N. 
Callender,  D.  D.,  David  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  Daniel  R.  Tay 
lor,  Charles  F.  Kriete,  Samuel  Z.  Beam.     Elders — Henry 
Berge,  Jacob  Byers, 

Minutes  of  Synod  in  the  U.  S.  Ministers — Henry  M. 
Herman,  D.  D.,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  D.,  John  Kuelling, 
D.  D.     Elders — Henry  Omwake,  Frederick  Bolender. 

Minutes  of  Synod  ^of  Ohio.  Ministers — Geo.  Wm. 
Welker,  D.  D.,  Daniel  Y.  Heisler,  D.  D.,  Edmund  R. 
Eschbach,  D.  D.  Elders  ~T)2a\\e\  Shepp  and  George 
Warner. 

Minutes  of  Synod  of  Northwest.  Ministers — John  B. 
Kniest,  Peter  Greding,  D.  D.,  Alfred  J.  G.  Dubbs.  El- 
ders— Henry  Schroer,  Daniel  Kornbau. 

Minutes  of  Synod  of  Pittsburg.  Ministers — J.  H.  A. 
Bomberger,  D.  D.,  Lewis  H.  Kefauver,  D.  D.,  David  U. 
Wolft'.     Elders — Hon.  Joseph  Laubach,  Benj.  Kuhns. 

Minutes  of  Synod  of  the  Potomac.  Ministers — Eml. 
V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  Jesse  Steiner,  Calvin  U.  Heilman. 
Elders— Yion.  Hiram  C.  Hoover,  Joshua  L.  Reifsn3^der. 

Minutes  of  German  Sy7iod  of  the  East.  Ministers — 
John  H,  Klein,  D.  D.,  John  F.  H.  Dieckman,  Frederick 
Forwick.     Elders — Lewis  Keller,  Adam  Mohr. 

Minutes  of  the   Central  Synod.     Ministers — Nicholas 
Gehr,  D.  D.,  Martin  Vitz,  John  C.  Hauser.     Elders — 
Rudolph  Baerger,  Isaac  Kalbach. 
Minutes  of  Classes  : 

English  Classes'.  Ministers — Edmund  R.  Eschbach, 
D.  D.,  Milton  H.  Groh,  T.  O.  Stewi.  E Iders—'Yhom^i  T. 
Miller.  Henry  Wirt. 

German  Classes'.  Ministers — John  Kuelling,  D.  D., 
John  F.  Busche,  Frederick  Strassner.  Elders — Jacob 
Korb,  Christian  Vogt. 
Overtures  :  Ministers — Franklin  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Frank 
Wetzel,  Herman  I.  Stern.  Elders— Veiev  Burkey,  Jacob 
H.  Cost. 
Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches:     Ministers — David 
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E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  Aaron  Spangler,  Fred.  A.  Rupley.     El- 
ders— Prof.  William  Moyer,  Joseph  F.  Kemp. 
State  of  the  Church  :      Ministers — Johti  S.  Stahr,  Ph.,  D., 

John  Bachman,  Isaac  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.    Elders — Christian 

M.  Boush,  Elias  Williard. 
Home  Missions :     Ministers — John  M.  Titzel,  D.  D.,  John  F. 

H.  Dieckman,  John  H.  Buser.     Elders — Isaac  H.  Keefer, 

David  B.  Mauger. 
Foreign  Missions  :     Ministers — Thomas  S.Johnston,    D.  D., 

Sebastian  C.  Goss,  John  F.  Busche.     Elders — Charles  P. 

Matthaei,  William  D,  Gross. 
Orphans'    Homes  :     Ministers — Daniel    Y.  Heisler,    D.    D., 

Nehemiah  H.  Skyles,  John  H.  Klein,  D.  D.     Elders— 

Frederick  W.  Scheele,  Robert  Bell. 
Nominations  :     Geo.  Wm.  Welker,  D.  D.,  Nicholas  Gehr,  D. 

D.,    L.    Kryder    Evans.      Elders — Lewis    Keller,    Benj. 

Kuhns. 
Finance  :     Ministers — N.  S.  Strassbnrger,  John  J.  Leberman, 

John    Bachman.     Elders — William    Becker,    Jacob    H. 

Cost. 


ARTICLE  YL 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  Three  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  General  Synod, 
both  in  the  English  and  the  German  language,  were  received 
through  the  Stated  Clerk,  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod. 

2.  The  minutes  of  the  several  district  synods,  except  those 
of  the  Synod  in  the  United  States  and  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod, 
for  the  three  years  intervening  since  the  last  triennial  sessions 
of  the  General  Synod,  were  received  through  their  respective 
Stated  Clerks,  and  referred  to  the  respective  committees  on  the 
minutes  of  the  district  synods. 

3.  The  minutes  of  the  classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Phil- 
adelphia, Lancaster,  (Pa),  East  Susquehanna,  West  Sus- 
quehanna, Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Tuscarawas,  Tiffin,  Eastern  Ohio, 
Iowa,  St.  Joseph,  Kansas.  Zion's  (Synod  N.  W.)  Sheboygan, 
Indiana,  Milwaukee,  Minnesota,  Chicago,  Clarion,  Somerset. 
Allegheny,  Zion's,  (Synod  Potomac),  Maryland,  Mercersburgh, 
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Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Gettysburg,  Carlisle,  New  York, 
German  Maryland,  Erie,  St.  John's,  Cincinnati. 

4.  The  reports  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  of  its 
treasurer  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Home  Missions. 

5.  The  reports  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign 
Missions  and  of  its  treasurer  were  received  and  referred  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

6.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 

7.  Reports  from  the  several  Boards  of  Orphans'  Homes 
were  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Orphans'  Homes. 

8.  Also  some  other  papers  and  letters,  having  reference  to 
different  subjects,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Overtures,  whose  report  see  for  particulars. 


ARTICLE  VH. 
RELIGIOUS   SERVICES. 

The  General  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed 
the  following  religious  services  : 

.1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with 
suitable  religious  services. 

2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services — Eng- 
lish and  German — submitted  their  reports,  which  were  re- 
ceived, and  as  amended  adopted  : 

1.)    English  Services. 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services,  in  the  English  lan- 
guage, submitted  the  following  report,  viz:  that  the  following 
appointments  shall  be  filled  by  the  persons  named  as  follows  : 

Third  Reformed  6%wrcA.— Thursday  evening,  sermon  by 
Rev.  C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.  Friday  evening,  home  missionary 
services,  with  address  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Leberman,  Rev.  P.  Gred- 
ing,  D.  D.,  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  D.  D.,  Rev.  B.  Bausman,  D. 
D.,  presiding.  Saturday  afternoon,  by  Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D. 
D.  Saturday  evening,  synodical  prayer-meeting,  conducted 
by  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  I).  D.  Sunday  morning,  communion, 
with  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Stahr,  assisted  by  Rev.  I.  H.  Reiter, 
D.  D.,  and  Rev.  D.Y.  Heisler,  D.  D.   Sunday  afternoon,  Sunday- 
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school  service  and  addresses  by  Rev.  R,.  L.  Gerhart,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Shontz,  and  Elder  T.  J.  Craig.  Sunday  evening,  sermon  by 
Rev.  S.  R.  Breidenbaugh.  Monday  evening,  foreign  mission- 
ary sermon  by  Rev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  Rev.  D.  Van  Home, 
D.  D.,  and  Rev.  J.  H.  Prugh. 

First  Reformed  Church. — Sunday  morning.  Rev.  T.  S.  John- 
ston, D.  D.     Sunday  evening.  Rev.  E.  P.  Herbruck. 

St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  (English).— Sunday  morning, 
by  Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel,  D.  D.  Sunday  evening,  Rev.  J.  H. 
Prugh. 

St.  Mmark's  Lutheran  6% m/'c^.— Sunday  evening.  Rev. 
G.  H.  Johnston. 

Eutaw  M.  E.  Church.— Swwdi'Ay  evening,  D.  N.  Dittraar. 

Waverly  M.  E.  6'/^ ^«r/^— Sunday  morning.  Rev.  J.  D. 
Miller. 

Asquith  Presbyterian  (7A?^/'«A.— Sunday  morning.  Rev.  H. 
H.  W.  Hibshman,  D.  D.     Sunday  evening.  Rev.  J.  F.  Wiant. 

United  Preshyterian  Church.— Sunda^y  morning,  Rev.  F.  A. 
Rupley.     Sunday  evening.  Rev  L.  H.  Kefauver,  D.  D, 

Franklin  Street  M.  E.  6% ?^/'cA.— Sunday  morning.  Rev.  J. 
W.  Love.     Sunday  evening.  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher. 

First  Preshyterian  Church. —Swwdiaj  evening.  Rev.  J.  H. 
A.  Bomberger,  D.  D. 

Lafayette  Square  Preshyterian  C7/^^7v;y^.— Sunday  morning, 
Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D. 

Maryland  Penitentiary.  —  Sunday  afternoon,    Rev.    P.    S. 
Davis,  D.  D. 

Westminster  Preshyterian  Church.-^wnd'Siy  evening.  Rev. 
D.  U.  Wolff. 

Associate  Reformed  Chajjd.-^wnd^y  morning.  Rev.  A. 
Casselraan.     Sunday  evening,  S.  Z.  Beam. 

Cummins'  Memorial  C'Awrc/^.— Sunday  evening,  Rev.  John 
H.  Sechler.  Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  LEWIS  STALEY,  Chairman. 


2.)    German  Services. 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services  in  the  German  lan- 
guage submit  the  following  report: 

That  services  are  to  be  held  both  in  the  morning  and  even- 
ing, and  Sunday-school  addresses. 
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Fourth  Reformed  St.  John\<i  Church. — Rev.  J.  F.  H.  Dieck- 
raan,  Rev,  M.  Vitz,  and  Rev.  J.  Knelling,  D.  D. 

Fifth    Reformed  St.  PauTs   Church. — Rev.   J.   Bachman, 
Rev.  P.  Greding,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  J.  J.  Crist. 

Sixth  Reformed  EmanueVs  Church. — Rev.  J.  F.  Busche, 
Rev.  C.  F.  Kriete,  and  Rev.  A.  Spangler. 

Seventh  Reformed  Zions  Church. — Rev.  J.  H.  Klein,  D. 
D.,  Rev.  N.  Gehr,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  St.  Matthevrs  Church. — Rev.  J.   B. 
Kniest,  and  Rev.  F.  Strassner. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  St.  Johnh  Church  (Biddle  Street). 
— Rev.  J.  Knelling,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  M,  Treiber. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  St.  Jo/nfs  Church  (Frederick  Road). 
—Rev.  F.  Forwick. 

First  Reformed  Church  (  Washington,  D.  6'.).— Rev.  H.  I. 
Stern. 

Respectful]}^  submitted 

JOHN  CONRAD  HAUSER,  Chairman. 

Tlie  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  committees,  were 
severally  observed. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 
SYNODIC AL  MINUTES. 
I.    Minutes  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Synod  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  considered 
item  by  item,  and  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  items  as  claiming  the  attention 
of  this  body,  to-wit : 

Item  1,  page  10.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare Rules  of  Order  for  the  government  of  the  several  judica- 
tories of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Item  2,  page  32.  The  election  of  delegates  to  correspond- 
ing bodies. 

Item  3,  page  34.  The  appointment  of  delegates  to  the 
Alliance  of  the  Reformed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian 
system. 

Item  4,  page  51.  The  appointment  of  a  missionarj'^  of 
emigrants  at  the  port  of  New  York. 
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Item  5,  page  95.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  authorized 
to  set  apart  a  young  man  as  assistant  to  our  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary. 

Item  6.  page  101.  Authorizing  the  establishment  of  Orphans^ 
Homes  wherever  necessary,  and  to  enlarge  the  operations  of 
those  already  in  existence. 

Item  7,  page  108.  The  appointment  of  the  Liturgical  Com- 
mission. 

Item  8,  page  108.  The  appointment  of  an  English  Hymn 
Book  Committee. 

Item  9,  page  112.  The  order  of  General  Synod  commending 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  proposed  constitution  of  the 
church  to  the  district  synods  and  classes,  and  calling  for  the 
expression  of  opinion  upon  several  specified  topics. 

Item  10,  page  155.  The  reference  for  approval  or  rejection 
of  the  classes,  the  Appendix  of  forty  hymns  to  Dr.  SchafF's 
General  Hymn  Book. 

Item  11,  page  158.  The  authorization  of  the  formation  of 
a  new  District  Synod,  comprising  Erie,  Heidelberg,  St.  John's, 
and  Cincinnati  Classes. 

Item  12,  page  161.  Resolution  appointing  Rev.  Joseph  H. 
Dubbs,  D.  D.,  to  prepare  a  Manual  of  the  origin,  history, 
doctrines,  &c.,  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  report  to  this 
meeting  of  General  Synod. 

Item  13,  page  161-'62.  A  committee  to  fix  a  definite  time 
for  collections  for  the  different  objects  of  benevolence. 

Items  14,  page  167.  A  request  to  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  to  make  immediate  payment  of 
her  arrearages  unto  the  treasury  of  this  synod. 

Item  15,  page  168.  Stated  Clerk  is  directed  to  make  out 
and  send  to  each  delinquent  synod  a  statement  of  amount  of 
arrearages  due  from  each  on  the  Gelbach  Church  Extension 
debt. 

Item  16,  page  168.  The  treasurer  directed  to  pay  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Geo.  Gelbach  at  his  earliest  convenience. 

Item  17,  page  169.  Stated  Clerk  instructed  to  have  printed 
3,300  copies  of  Minutes  in  English,  and  1,500  in  German,  and 
to  distribute  them  to  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 

Item  18,  page  173.  The  German  Synod  of  the  East  is 
requested  to  inquire  as  to  the  condition  of  the  monument  of 
Zacharias  Ursinus,  D.  D. 
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Item  19,  page  174.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
lender  services  to  Rev.  S.  K  Fislier,  D.  D.,  then  seriously  ill 
at  Tiffin,  Ohio. 

Respectfully^  submitted, 

SAMUEL  N.  CALLENDER,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows  :  Item  1  was  adopted 
and  for  report,  see  Article  IV.,  Rules  of  Order;  for  action  and 
reports  in  items  2,  3  and  15,  see  Article  XI.,  Correspondence 
Avith  Sister  Churches  ;  item  4  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Home  Missions ;  for  action  in  item  6,  see  Article  XIV., 
Benevolent  and  Religious  Institutions ;  for  results  reached  in 
it^ms  7,  8,  9,  10  and  12,  see  Article  XVIII,,  Church  Govern- 
ment ;  item  11  was  adopted  in  connection  with  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Central  Synod ;  in  item  13  the 
thanks  of  synod  were  given  to  the  committee,  which  was  dis- 
charged, as  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  fix  at  present  any 
particular  time  for  such  collections ;  item  14  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance ;  for  report  in  item  17,  see  Article 
XXI.,  Publication ;  item  18  laid  on  the  table  till  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  German  Synod  of  the  East  present  their 
report,  which  see ;  for  action  and  report  in  item  19,  see  Article 
XXIII.,  Miscellaneous  ;  all  other  items,  including  5,  7  and  16, 
were  adopted. 


II.  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods. 
The  several  Standing  Committees  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
different  District  Synods  submitted  their  reports,  which  were 
received  and  considered  item  by  item,  and  then  adopted  as  a 
whole.  These  several  reports  with  the  action  thereon  are  as 
follows : 

1.     Synod  of  the  JRe formed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States  would  respectfully  offer  the  following  report : 

Item  1,  page  87, 1881.  All  the  recommendations  of  General 
Synod  to  this  synod  were  adopted. 

Item  2,  page  58.  Minutes  of  Syond,  1883.  The  synod 
decides  that  it  is  inexpedient  for  General  Synod  to  meet 
annually. 

Item  3,  page  58.  Synod  does  not  favor  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Synod  bv  district  svnods. 
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Item  4,  page  58.  Synod  does  not  favor  concentration  of 
church  work. 

Resolved^  That  this  synod  does  not  deem  a  concentration 
of  church  work,  additional  to  that  provided  by  the  existing 
constitution,  in  boards  appointed  by  the  General  Synod,  to  be 
either  expedient  or  desirable. 

Item  5,  page  59.  Is  a  request  that  the  General  Synod  add 
two  new  forms  to  the  constitution,  viz :  one  for  swearing  a 
witness,  and  one  for  affirming  a  witness. 

Item  6,  page  59.  Is  the  action  of  the  synod  on  the  General 
Synod's  draft  of  the  new  constitution : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  new  constitution,  as  revised  and  cor- 
rected by  the  committee,  be  sent  up  to  the  General  Synod,  to 
be  used  by  that  body  to  come  to  a  final  conclusion  in  its  work 
of  providing  the  church  with  a  new  organic  law." 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  M.  HERMAN,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  as  follows :  Item  1  was  adopted  ; 
items  2,  3  and  4  were  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  special 
committee  on  the  subject,  lor  whose  report  see  Article  XVIII., 
Church  Government ;  item  5  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Constitution ;  for  action  in  item  6,  creating  a  Committee  on 
Constitution,  see  Article  XVIII.,  Church  Government. 


On  motion,  in  view  of  not  receiving  the  required  copies  of 
minutes,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted; 

Resolved^  That  the  District  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States  be  requested  to  inquire  into  the  delin- 
quency of  its  Stated  Clerk  in  not  furnishing  the  General  Synod 
with  the  required  three  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  synod  for 
each  of  the  three  years  of  1881, 1882  and  1883. 
*  2.     Synod  of  Ohio. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Minutes  of  the 
Ohio  Synod,  find  the  following  items  that  will  claim  the 
attention  of  this  synod,  viz : 

Item  1,  page  57,  1881.  The  expression  of  synod's  great 
gratification  at  the  result  of  the  eff"ort  to  secure  the  peace  of 
the  Church  as  effected  by  the  General  Synod. 

Item  2,  page  42, 1882.  Synod  complies  with  the  request  to 
pay  the  Gelbach  claim. 
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Item  3,  page  65.  The  action  on  the  proposed  new  constitu- 
tion, on  the  requests  of  the  General  Synod,  is  adverse,  (1)  to 
annual  instead  of  triennial  meetings,  (2)  to  election  of  dele- 
gates by  synods  instead  of  classes,  and  (3)  to  concentration  of 
church  work  in  boards  of  General  Synod,  except  that  relating 
to  Home  and  Foreign  Missions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  Wm.  WELKER,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows  :  Items  1  and  2  were 
adopted ;  and  item  3  was  adopted,  and  the  subject  matter 
referred  to  the  special  committee  on  the  subject,  for  whose 
report  see  Atricle  XVIII. ,  Church  Government. 

3.     Sy7iod  of  the  Northwest. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  North- 
west reports  from  the  Minutes  of  1881,  pages  11  and  12: 

Item  1.  All  the  recommendations  of  General  Synod  were 
adopted.  The  synod  gives  expressions  of  thanks  and  joy  for 
the  proposed  establishment  of  harbor  missions,  as  well  as  for 
the  grant  of  money  for  the  use  of  mission  work  among  the 
Indians, 

Item  2.  Minutes  of  1883,  page  12.  Sheboygan  and  Zion's 
Classes  concur  with  the  resohitions  of  those  classes,  which 
have  expressed  their  opinion  in  regard  to  the  revision  of  the 
proposed  new  constitution  as  follows: 

a.)    Against  the  annual  meetings  of  the  General  Synod. 

h.)     Against  the  election  of  delegates  by  District  Synods. 

c.)     Against  the  concentration  of  church  work  and  boards. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

'JOHN  B.  KNIEST,  Chairman. 

This  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows  :  Item  1  was  adopted; 
and  item  2,  including  «,  J,  and  c,  was  adopted,  a«d  referred  to 
the  special  committee  on  the  subject,  for  whose  report  see 
Article  XVIII,  Church  Government. 

4.     Synod  of  Pittshurgh. 

The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That  only  those  of  1881  and  1883,  (and  that  through  a 
private  sourse),  have  come  into  our  hands.  In  these  we  note 
the  following  points  : 
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1.  In  the  minutes  of  1881,  we  tind  that  the  several  items 
referred  by  General  Synod  were  adopted. 

In  the  minutes  of  1883  the  following  items  are  noted  : 

2.  An  appeal  of  Rev.  Francis  A.  Edmonds  from  the  action 
of  the  synod  on  his  case,     (Minutes,  page  48). 

3.  In  regard  to  the  special  points  of  the  proposed  new  con- 
stitution referred  to  the  synod,  the  following  action  was  taken  : 

1.)  The  Pittsburgh  Synod  favors  the  triennial  meeting  of 
the  General  Synod. 

2.)  The  election  of  delegates  to  General  S3niod  by  the 
classes  as  at  present. 

3.)  Synod  does  not  favor  the  concentrated  management  of 
the  Boards  of  the  District  Synods,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER,   Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Item  1  adopted ; 
for  action  in  item  2,  see  Article  XYL,  Appeals  and  Refer- 
ences; item  3  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  special  committee 
on  the  subject,  for  whose  report  see  Article  XVIII,  Church 
Government. 

On  motion,  it  was, 

Besolved^  That  the  Pittsbugh  Synod  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  delinquency  of  the  Stated  Clerk  of  that  body  in  not 
furnishing  General  Synod  with  three  copies  of  the  Minutes  of 
Pittsburgh  Synod  for  1881,  1882,  and  1883,  as  required  by  the 
rule  of  1878.     (Minutes,  General  Synod,  page  85). 

5.     Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Minutes  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  present  the  following  report : 

We  have  examined  the  Minutes  of  the  Potomac  Synod  for 
1881,  1882,  and  1883,  and  find  several  items  which  claim  the 
attention  of  the  General  Synod. 

Item  1.  On  the  three  points  in  the  proposed  draft  of  a  new 
constitution  on  which  the  General  Synod  of  1881  specially 
requested  the  judgment  of  the  District  Synods,  action  was 
taken  as  follows : 

The  annual,  instead  of  the  triennial  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod,  and  also  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  General 
Synod  by  the  synods  instead  of  by  the  classes,  both  proposi- 
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tions  were  pronounced  not  desirable.  But  the  concentration 
of  church  work  in  boards  appointed  by  the  General  Synod,  is 
approved  as  being  expedient  and  desirable.  (Minutes,  1882, 
page  42). 

Item  2.  The  Potomac  Synod  in  compliance  with  a  request 
of  Maryland  Classis  makes  an  overture  to  General  Synod,  that 
a  Sunday  in  June  be  set  apart  as  a  Childrens'  Day,  "  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  a  collection  in  the  Sunday-schools  to 
raise  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  devoted  to  bene- 
ficiary education."     (Minutes,  1883,  pages  10  and  52). 

Item  3.  The  synod  also  refers  for  consideration  to  this  body 
a  request  of  Carlisle  Classis,  that  measures  be  taken  ''to 
secure  an  index  to  the  constitution  of  the  church.'"  (Minutes, 
1883,  pages  10  and  52). 

Item  4.  This  synod  earnestly  overtures  the  General  Synod 
to  provide  "  an  English  Hymn  Book,  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
the  whole  church  at  the  earliest  possible  moment."  (Minutes, 
1883,  page  52). 

Item  5.  In  response  to  the  action  of  the  General  Synod 
requesting  the  District  Synods  that  were  delinquent  to  George 
Gelbach,  former  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Board,  to 
give  attention  to  this  matter,  the  Potomac  Synod  reports  that 
it  had  paid  its  full  apportionment,  $232,  November  5th,  1874. 
(Minutes,  1884,  page  10). 

Item  6.  Your  committee  deems  it  proper  in  addition  to 
make  note  of  the  fact  that  the  Potomac  Synod  during  its  ses- 
sions at  Newton,  N.  C,  formally  recognized  Catawba  College, 
which  has  been  established  and  is  conducted  under  the 
authority  of  North  Carolina  Classis  "  as  one  of  the  institu- 
tions of  our  Reformed  Church,"  heartily  commends  the  school 
to  the  patronage  of  pastors  and  people,  and  '"  recommends  it 
as  an  object  worthy  of  attention  to  those  who  have  means 
and  a  desire  to  do  a  lasting  good  to  our  church."  (Minutes, 
1883,  page  21.  Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  V.  GERHART,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Item  1  was  referred 
to  the  special  committee  on  the  subject,  for  whose  report  see 
Article  XVIII. ,  Church  Government ;  in  item  2  it  was  decided, 
that  in  the  judgment  of  this  synod  it  is  inexpedient  to  fix 
such  a  day ;  in  item  3  the  subject  matter  was  referred  to  the 
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Publication  Boards  at  Philadelphia  and  Cleveland  ;  for  action 
in  item  4,  see  Article  XVIII.,  Church  Government;  item  5 
was  adopted ;  item  6  was  adopted,  and  after  hearing  some  in- 
teresting statements  from  Revs.  Jacob  C.  Clapp,  D,  D.,  and 
Geo.  Wm.  Welker,  D.  D.,  the  synod  adopted  the  following 
resolution : 

Besolvcd,  That  this  General  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure 
the  remarks  of  Revs.  Drs.  Clapp  and  Welker  in  regard  to 
the  wants  and  claims  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  in  particular  on  tlie  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  Catawba  College  at  Newton,  N.  C,  and  the  synod 
heartily  commends  said  institution  to  the  liberality  and 
patronage  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

6.     German  Synod  of  the  East. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  German  Synod  of 
the  East  find  the  following  items  require  the  attention  of  the 
General  Synod  : 

Minutes  of  1881. 

Item  I,  page  6.  The  German  Synod  of  the  East  at  the  time 
of  its  annual  meeting  in  1881  had  before  it  only  two  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  and  with  the  view  of  a 
more  thorough  examination  it  deferred  action  thereon  until  its 
next  annual  meeting. 

Item  2,  page  25  (and  42).  This  synod  requests  General 
Synod  to  regard  its  committees  on  emigrant  missions  as 
auxiliary  committees,  until  General  Synod  shall  see  proper  to 
adopt  other  arrangements  in  the  matter. 

Minutes  of  1882. 

Item  3,  page  7  and  8.  This  synod  approves  of  the  action  of 
the  General  Synod  in  regard  to 

a.)  The  ordering  of  the  peace  compact,  and  of  the  mission 
and  orphan  cause. 

h.)     The  resolution  respecting  the  matter  of  the  Liturgy. 

Item  4,  page  18.  This  synod  asks  the  General  Synod  to 
define 

a.)  Whether  the  latter  clause  of  Article  LXVL,  of  the  con- 
stitution is  to  be  understood  as  applicable  to  the  classes  as 
well  as  to  the  synods. 

b.)     Whether  elders,  who  are  not  in  actual  service  in  their 
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congregations,  can  serve  as  delegates  at  special  meetings  of 
classes  and  synods,  and  whether  new  elected  elders  in  virtue 
of  the  presented  credentials  at  such  special  meetings  can  be 
recognized  as  regular  voting  members. 

Minutes  of  1883. 

Item  5,  page  25.  This  synod  requests  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  General  Synod,  that  the  money  it  has  oi]>khand 
for  harbor  missions  be  appropriated  for  this  object  through 
the  committees  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East. 

Item  6,  page  36.  This  synod  respectfully  asks  the  General 
Synod  to  adopt  measures  to  secure  uniformity  of  language  in 
the  various  editions  of  our  German  Catechism,  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  and  the  Apostles'  Creed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  KLEIN,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Item  1  and  3,  a  and 
J,  adopted ;  item  2  adopted  and  referred  to  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions ;  item  4,  a  and  J,  adopted,  and  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  for  whose  reports,  see  Article  XVIII.,  Church 
Government ;  item  5  adopted,  and  the  subject  matter  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  and  the  request  granted  ;  in 
regard  to  item  0,  it  was,  on  motion. 

Resolved.,  That  this  item  be  adopted,  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  publishers  of  the  German  Liturgy  and  other 
books  containing  the  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  Ten 
Commandments,  to  observe  strict  uniformity  in  regard  to  the 
phraseology  and  punctuation  of  the  same,  and  that  our  Ger- 
man ministers  and  people  conform  to  the  same,  the  standard 
of  these  forms  to  be  those  of  the  "  Tercentenary  Edition." 
1.     The  Central  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Central  Synod  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That,  according  to  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  (1881, 
Minutes,  page  158),  the  Central  Synod  was  organized  in 
Gallon,  Ohio,  on  the  third  da}'-  of  November,  A.  D,,  1881.  In 
the  published  minutes  of  its  proceedings  since  that  time,  your 
committee  discovered  nothing  further  which  requires  the 
attention  of  the  General  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NICHOLAS  GEHR,  Chairman. 
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The  above  report  was  received,  and  in  connection  with  item 
11  in  the  report  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Gen.eral  Synod  adopted. 


AKTICLE  IX. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

1.     English   Classes. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  English 
Classes  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  considered 
item  by  item,  and,  as  amended,  adopted  as  a  whole.  This 
report  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  English  Classes 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  lollowing : 

Reports  from  the  following  classes  were  placed  in  our 
hands : 

East  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  East  Susque- 
hanna, West  Susquehanna,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Eastern  Ohio, 
Tuscarawas,  Titfin,  Kansas,  St.  Joseph,  Iowa,  Clarion,  Som- 
erset, Allegheny,  Zion's,  Mercersburg,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Gettysburg,  and  Carlisle. 

On  examining  these  reports  we  find  the  following  it-ems 
deserving  notice : 

Item  1.  The  following  classes  took  favorable  action  on  the 
subject  of  missions : 

East  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  East  Susquehanna,  To- 
hickon, Lehigh,  Tuscarawas,  St.  Joseph,  Iowa,  Mercersburg, 
and  Virginia. 

Item  2.  The  following  classes  took  favorable  action  on  the 
subject  of  Orphans'  Homes : 

Philadelphia,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Tuscarawas,  St.  Joseph, 
Mercersburg,  and  Virginia. 

Item  3.  The  following  classes  took  action  looking  to  the 
suppression  of  the  vice  of  intemperance. 

East  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  East  Susquehanna,  West 
Susquehanna,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina. 

Item  4.  The  following  classes  took  favorable  action  with 
reference  to  observing  the  Peace  Compact : 

East  Pennsylvania,  Tohickon,  Mercersburg,  and  Virginia. 
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Item  5.  Lehigh  and  Iowa  classes  approve  of  the  addition 
of  the  Appendix  to  Dr.  SchafF's  German  Hymn  Book. 

Item  6.  Philadelphia  Classis  took  action  against  the  addi- 
tional column  in  the  statistical  table. 

Item  7.  The  following  classes  vote  nay  on  the  question  of 
annual  sessions  of  the  General  Synod : 

East  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  East  Susqne- 
hanna,  West  Susquehanna,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Eastern  Ohio, 
Tuscarawas,  Kansas,  Iowa,  Clarion,  Somerset,  Mercersburg, 
Maryland,  Gettysburg,  and  Virginia.  (17).  Allegheny  Classis 
vote  aye.  (1). 

Item  8.  The  following  classes  vote  nay  as  to  electing  dele- 
gates by  the  district  synods  instead  of  classes : 

East  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  East  Susque- 
hanna, West  Susquehanna,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Eastern  Ohio, 
Tuscarawas,  Allegheny,  Kansas,  Iowa,  Clarion,  Somerset, 
Mercersburg,  Maryland,  Gettysburg,  and  Virginia.  (18). 

Item  9.  The  following  vote  nay  on  the  concentration  of 
church  work  on  boards  appointed  by  the  General  Synod : 

Philadeljjhiii,  Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susque- 
hanna, Lehigh,  Eastern  Ohio,  Tuscarawas,  Allegheny,  Clarion, 
Somerset,  Maryland;  (11)  and  also  East  Pennsylvania,  To- 
hickon, and  Iowa,  (14)  except  on  Home  and  Foreign  Mission 
Boards  where  they  vote  aye. 

In  favor  of  such  concentration  :  Mercersburg,  Gettysburg, 
and  Virginia.  (3). 

Item  10.  Philadelphia  Classis  overtures  General  Synod  for 
a  deliverance. 

a. )     On  the  relation  of  elders  to  the  constitutional  questions. 

h.)  On  the  reception  of  persons  into  the  church  by  repro- 
fession. 

c.)  For  the  appointment  of  a  day  as  an  annual  day  of 
prayer  for  colleges  and  seminaries. 

Item  11.  Mercersburg  Classis  overtures  General  Synod  for 
a  deliverance. 

a.)  On  Article  CX.,  of  the  Constitution,  as  to  the  power  of 
a  consistory  to  suspend  a  member. 

h.)  As  to  what  makes  a  member  of  the  church  a  nbn-cora- 
municant  according  to  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  constitution. 

Item  12.    Maryland  Classis  overtures  the  General  Synod 
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for  a  deliverance  as  to  the  meaning  of  Article  CXV.,  of  the 
Constitution,  touching  the  erasure  of  names. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

EDMUND  R.  ESCHBACH,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Items  1  and  2  as 
amended  were  adopted ;  items  3,  4,  and  6  adopted ;  items  5, 
7,  8,  and  9,  having  been  laid  on  the  table,  were  taken  up  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  "  decisions  and  opinions  " 
of  the  classes,  for  whose  report  see  Article  XVIII.,  Church 
Government;  items  10,  a,  J,  and  c,  11,  a  and  5,  and  12,  were 
referred  to  special  committees,  for  whose  reports,  see  Article 
XVIII. ,  Church  Government. 

2.     German  Classes. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  German  Classes, 
through  the  Chairman,  Rev.  John  Kuelling,  D.  D.,  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item, 
and  adopted  as  a  whole.    This  report*  was  about  as  follows : 

The  committee,  having  received  abstracts  of  the  minutes  of 
eleven  classes,  examined  these  minutes,  and  directed  the 
attention  of  the  synod  to  the  following  matters  : 

Item  I.  Several  classes  took  action  in  regard  to  the  Orphan 
Cause. 

Item  2.  The  recommendation  of  the  General  Synod  with 
respect  to  Foreign  Missions  was  favorably  acted  upon  by  dif- 
ferent classes. 

Item  3.  The  Appendix  to  Dr.  Schaff's  German  Hymn  Book 
was  formally  approved  by  eight  of  the  German  Classes, 

Item  4.  The  action  of  the  several  classes  respecting  the 
tliree  main  points  of  the  proposed  new  constitution. 

Item  5.  The  action  of  several  classes  on  the  subject  of 
"  Temperance,"  as  recommended  by  the  General  Synod. 

Item  6.  Relates  to  the  subject  of  "  Deaconness,"  and  the 
favorable  action  of  some  classes  thereon. 


*This  report,  together  with  the  minutes  of  seven  German  Classes,  was  not  returned 
at  the  final  adjournment  to  the  Stated  Clerk.  After  its  adoption,  it  paseed  into  the 
hands  of  different  special  commtttees,  and  through  the  neglect  or  carelessness  of 
"somebody"  became  lost.  Earnest  eflforts  were  made  in  person  and  by  letter  to 
recover  it,  but  all  proved  in  vain.  No  pains  were  spared  to  make  the  record  as  near 
oomplete  as  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and  in  the  main  is  reliably  correct. 
Such  neglect,  carelessness  or  indifferences,  which  ever  it  may  be,  in  regard  to  official 
papers,  on  the  part  of  any  person,  deserves  the  censure  of  synod.— Stated  Cterk. 
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Item  7.  Contains  action  in  regard  to  the  proposed  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  Olevianus. 

Item  8.  Minnesota  Classis  tenders  its  thanks  to  the  General 
Synod  for  defraying  one-third  of  the  traveling  expenses  of 
its  delegates  in  1881. 

Item  9.  Milwaukee  Classis  overtures  General  Synod  to 
give  a  deliverance  in  regard  to  the  ordination  of  ministers 
belonging  to  separatistic  bodies. 

Item  10.  St.  John's  Classis  overtures  General  Synod  for  a 
deliverance  on  four  constitutional  points. 

Item  11.  Seven  classes  failed  to  furnish  the  General  Synod 
with  abstracts  of  their  minutes,  namely:  Nebraska,  Ursinus, 
Missouri,  West  New  York,  German  Philadelphia,  West  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Heidelberg  Classes. 

Item  12.     The  abstracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Classes 

of were  incomplete,  (but  in  the  absense  of  the 

report  of  the  committee  the  names  of  these  classes  cannot  be 
recorded  here). 

The  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Ger- 
man Classes  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  Items  1,  2,  5,  6,  7,  8, 
11.  and  12  were  adopted;  for  action  in  items  3,  4,  and  10,  see 
Article  XVIII.,  Church  Government ;  item  9  was  adopted, 
and,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  Milwaukee  Classis  is  respectfully  referred 
to  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  on  the  subject  at  its  trien- 
nial meeting  in  1881.     (See  Minutes,  1881,  page  156). 


ARTICLE  X. 
OVERTURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  their 
report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item,  and  as 
amended  adopted  as  a  whole  : 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  following  docu- 
ments were  placed  in  their  hands: 

Item  ].  A  letter  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Good,  Stated  Clerk  of 
Tiffin  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  stating  that  on  examination  of 
the  minutes  of  said  classis  from  May,  1881,  to  April  22d, 
1884,  he  found  nothing  that  needs  to  be  reported  to  the 
General  Synod. 
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Item  2.  A  letter  from  Rev.  D.  Lantz,  editor  of  the  Reformed 
Era^  soliciting  the  favor  and  encouragement  of  this  synod  on 
behalf  of  said  paper. 

Item  3.  A  communication  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Dubbs  in  refer- 
ence to  his  appointment  by  the  last  General  Synod,  to  prepare 
an  ''  Historic  Manual  "  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Item  4.  A  letter  from  the  Consistories,  conjointly,  of  the 
Grace  Reformed  and  the  German  Reformed  Churches  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  inviting  General  Synod  to  meet  next  time  in 
Grace  Reformed  Church  in  that  city. 

Item  5.  A  letter  from  Rev.  Wm.  Hansen,  President  of 
Zoar  Benevolent  Society  of  Detroit,  Mich,,  in  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Synod  of  the  North-west. 

Item  6.  A  letter  from  Rev.  D.  F.  Brendle,  suggesting  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  by  this  synod  to  publish,  in  the 
English  language,  for  the  use  of  the  church,  the  works  of  our 
"  Illustrious  Reformer,  Ulric  Zwingli." 

Item  7.  A  letter  from  Rev.  F.  Wetzel  President  of  the 
College  of  iSorthern  Illinois,  asking  for  the  favor  and  encour- 
agement of  this  synod  on  behalf  of  said  college. 

Item  8.  A  letter  from  Revs.  Edmund  Erb  and  Daniel  J. 
Greenwald,  asking  synod  to  pay  one-third  of  the  traveling 
expenses  of  delegates  to  this  synod  from  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River. 

Item  9.  A  letter  from  Rev.  John  Gantenbein,  asking 
synod  1)  to  excuse  Portland- Oregon  Classis  from  sending 
delegates  to  this  meeting  on  account  of  distance  ;  2)  a  request 
that  in  the  preparation  of  the  new  constitution  the  distant 
classes  be  duly  considered. 

Item  10.  A  circular  from  a  number  of  ministers,  and  a 
Sunday-school  superintendent  of  Chicago,  addressed  to  pastors, 
superintendents,  and  friends  of  Sunday-schools  in  reference 
to  the  proper  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  Sunday-school. 

Item  11.  A  letter  from  Rev.  N.  M.  Mitchell,  accompanied 
with  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  National  Educational  and 
Mutual  Labor  Society  of  colored  people  in  the  United  States. 
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Item  12.     A  letter  from  Prof.  F.  Knapp,  inviting  synod  to 
visit  his  Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  this  city. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANKLIN  W.   KREMER. 
FRANK  WETZEL. 
HERMAN  I.  STERN. 
PETER  BURKE Y. 
JACOB  H.  COST. 

Committee. 

Tho  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows  :  Item  1  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  English  Classes  ;  items  2, 3,  and  6 
were  adopted,  and  the  subject  matter  rel'erred  to  special  com- 
mittees, for  whose  reports  see  Article  XVI II.,  Church  Govern- 
ment ;  for  action  in  iten  4  and  12,  see  Article  XXIII.,  Miscel- 
laneous ;  item  5  laid  on  table  indefinitely  ;  in  item  7,  on  motion 
the  favorable  attention  of  the  members  of  our  church  was 
called  to  the  College  of  Northern  Illinois ;  in  item  8  the 
request  was  granted ;  item  9  was  adopted,  and  said  classis 
excused  in  not  electing  delegates  to  this  synod ;  item  10 
adopted;  in  item  11,, on  motion,  Rev.  N.  M.  Mitchell  was 
heard  in  behalf  of  6he  National  Educational  and  Mutual 
Labor  Society  of  colored  people  in  the  United  States. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  SISTER  CHURCHES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister 
Churches  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

I.    Report  of  Committee. 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches 
respectfully  reports : 

That  no  documents  have  come  into  its  hands,  except  the 
Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  and  inasmuch  as  this  synod  has  heard  the  repre- 
sentative of  that  body  in  person,  there  is  nothing  lor  your 
committee  to  bring  before  this  synod. 

Respectfullv  submitted, 

D.ERNEST  KLOPP,  Chairman. 
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II.     Reports  from  Delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies. 

The  delegates  elected  by  the  last  General  Synod  to  Cor- 
responding Bodies  submitted  their  reports,  which  were  received 
and  adopted,  and  are  as  follows  : 

1.  The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 
I  beg  leave  to  report  that  not  being  able  to  attend  the  ses- 
sions of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  which  convened  in  Schenectady,  New  York,  on  the 
7th  of  June,  1882,  I  addressed  to  the  synod  a  letter,  con- 
veying the  good  wishes  and  fraternal  regards  of  our  body. 
This  letter  was  received  and  duly  honored,  a  very  respectful 
reference  being  made  to  its  contents  in  their  published  pro- 
ceedings. "  Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANKLIN  W.  KREMER. 

2.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Preshyterian  Church  in  the 

United  States  of  America. 
Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — Being  appointed  at  the  last 
meeting  of  your  reverend  body  to  represent  it  at  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly,  then  in  session  at  Buffalo,  your 
delegate  presented  the  papers  of  his  appointment  together 
with  a  letter  of  recommendation  of  your  late  president  to  the 
moderator  of  said  assembly,  and  was  received  in  a  most  cor- 
dial and  brotherly  manner;  he  presented  the  greetings  of 
General  Synod,  made  a  short  statement  of  its  condition,  spoke 
of  our  wish  to  cultivate  fraternal  relations,  and  intimated  how 
desirable  a  closer  union  of  all  Reformed  Ecclesiastical  bodies 
would  be,  to  which  expression  the  vast  assembly  gave  joyful 
assent.  His  address  was  answered  by  the  moderator  in  a 
very  touching  and  hearty  manner.  Your  delegate  was 
impressed  with  the  activity  and  buoyancy  of  Christian  life  in 
that  denomination,  whose  fellowship  should  be  cultivated  as 
much  as  possible  by  our  church,  standing  so  nearly  related  to 
it  in  doctrine  and  cultus.  No  traveling  expenses  incurred. 
Respectfullv  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  KNIEST. 

3.  The  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  ChurcJi. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  (  U.  S..)  in  ses- 
sion at  Baltimore.,  May,  18 S 4  : 
Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — By  favor  of  the  synod  held 
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at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  1881,  the  undersigned  was  appointed  to  convey 
its  fraternal  greetings  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States.  That  body  met  in 
Springfield,  Ohio,  last  May,  and,  owing  to  the  great  distance 
and  to  the  pressing  call  of  other  duties,  I  invited  my  alter- 
nate. Rev.  Thomas  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  to  fulfill 
the  mission;  but  similar  interests  prevented  his  acceptance, 
and,  therefore,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Lutheran  Synod,  con- 
veying the  sympathy  and  Christian  greeting  of  our  church  to 
theirs. 

This  communication  was  kindly  received  by  them,  and 
notice  of  its  reception  is  found  in  their  printed  Minutes  for 
1883,  on  page  51.  The  copy  of  their  minutes  is  herewith  pre- 
sented to  the  officers  of  this  synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  VAN  HORNE. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  9,  1884. 
4.     The    Quadrennial   Provincial   Synod  of  the  Moravian 

Church. 

The  undersigned,  appointed  as  delegate  primarius  to  repre- 
sent this  synod  in  the  Quadrennial  Synod  of  the  Moravian 
Church,  reports  herewith  that  soon  after  his  return  from  the 
synod  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  he  made  inquiry  when  and  where  said 
body  would  meet,  and  was  informed  that  it  had  met  simul- 
taneously with  ours.  In  due  time  I  made  repeated  inquiry 
by  letter,  in  Philadelphia  and  at  Bethlehem,  and  all  the 
information  I  received  was  that  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting  was  not  yet  fixed,  but  that  I  would  be  informed  of 
the  fact  when  the  proper  authorities  shall  have  made  the 
appointment.  This  was  the  last  information  your  delegate  has 
received.  Respectfully  submitted, 

NICHOLAS  GEHR. 

5.     The  Evengelical  Synod'of  North  America. 
To  the  Reverend  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Churcli  in 

the  United  States : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — In  accordance  with  your 
instruction  I  attended  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
German  Evangelical  Church  of  North  American,  which  was 
held  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  from  October  24th,  to  October 
31st,  1883. 
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I  presented  the  greetings  of  our  body,  and  a  short  state- 
ment of  the  present  state  and  work  of  our  church.  I  was 
very  cordially  received,  and  treated  with  Christian  courtesy 
and  love.  The  president  of  said  General  Synod,  in  responding 
to  my  address,  reciprocated  your  salutations,  and  requested 
me  to  assure  you  of  the  sympathy  and  interest,  the  church,  he 
represents,  takes  in  the  welfare  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
Traveling  expenses,  $21.25. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PETER  GREDING. 


III.    Election  of  Delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 
— Rev.  Lewis  H.  Kefauver,  D.  D.^primarius  ;  Rev.  Henry  H. 
W.  Hibshman,  D.  D.,  secundus. 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  America. — Rev.  Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D. 
D.,  primarius  ;  Rev.  David  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  secundus. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 
— Rev.  Isaac  H,  Reiter,  D.  D.,  primarius  ;  Rev.  John  M. 
Titzel,  D.  D.,  secundus. 

To  the  Quadrennial  Provincial  Synod  of\,the  Moravian 
Church. — Rev.  Nicholar  Gehr,  D.  J).., primarius  ;  Rev.  Henry 
Mosser,  secundus 

To  the  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America. — Rev.  John 
H.  Klein,  D.  D.,  primarius  ;  Rev.  John  F.  H.  Dieckman, 
secundus. 


IV.    Delegates  from  Corresponding  Bodies. 

1.  During  the  morning  session  of  the  second  day  (Thurs- 
day) of  the  sessions,  Rev.  John  M.  Wagner,  delegate  from 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America, 
appeared  in  synod,  presented  his  credentials,  and  took  his 
seat  as  a  corresponding  member.  He  also  laid  a  coi)y  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  synod  he  represented  on  the  table  of  this 
synod.  His  address  to  synod  was  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Friday  morning  at  half-past  ten  o'clock.  At  the  appointed 
time,  he  addressed  the  synod  in  appropriate  terms  of  fraternal 
greeting,  as  representing  a  sister  denomination  oi"  the  same 
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historical  origin,  and  holding  substantially  the  same  confes- 
sional basis,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  these  two  churches 
in  this  country  may  become  one  body,  and  unitedly  do  the 
work  of  the  Master,  with  even  more  efficiency  and  success 
against  the  common  enemy  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

The  president  of  synod  cordially  responded  in  fitting  words 
to  this  fraternal  address,  requesting  the  delegate  to  convey 
the  greetings  of  this  synod  to  the  body  he  represented. 

2.  During  the  afternoon  session  of  the  sixth  day  (Monday) 
of  the  sessions,  Rev.  E.  W.  Shields,  delegate  from  the  Quadren- 
nial Provincial  Synod  of  the  Moravian  Church,  appeared  in 
synod,  presented  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  as  a  cor- 
responding member.  His  formal  address  to  synod  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  morning  at  ten  o'clock.  At 
the  appointed  time,  he  addressed  the  synod  in  a  fraternal  man- 
ner, declaring  that  the  Moravians  were  in  sympathy  with  our 
church  and  its  common  work,  while  they  were  diligently 
prosecuting  the  Master's  work,  especially  in  the  domain  of 
missions. 

The  president  of  synod  briefly  and  appropriately  responded 
to  the  sentiment  of  the  address. 


V.    Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  afternoon  session  on  the  third  day  (Friday)  of  the 
sessions,  reported  in  item  3  that  the  officers  of  synod  were 
constituted  a  committee  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  next 
Alliance  of  the  Reformed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian 
system.  Thereupon,  the  Stated  Clerk,  in  behalf  of  the  officers 
of  synod,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted : 

In  behalf  of  the  officers  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  I  would  hereby  report 
that,  including  the  names  of  those  appearing  in  the  Minutes 
of  1881,  p;>ge  31,  the  following  persons  have  been  appointed 
delegates  to  the  Third  General  Council  of  the  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian  system,  to  con- 
vene in  Belfast,  Ireland,  on  Tuesday,  June  21th,  A.  D.,  1884, 
namely  :  Revs.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  Thomas  G.  Apple, 
D.  D.,  Benjamin  Bausman,  D.  D.,  James  I.  Good,  Thomas  C. 


41 

Porter,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Scott  F.  Hershey,  Ph.  D.,  Gotthold  L. 
Neef,Emil  P.  Herbruck,  William  R  HofFord, David  W.  Ebbert, 
Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  Jerome  B.  Henry,  Clement  Z. 
Weiser,  D.  D.,  Alfred  J.  G.  Dubbs,  and  Elders  Goldsborough 
S.  Griffith,  George  W.  Hensel,  and  William  D.  Gross. 
Respectfully  submitted. 
Attest  ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 


ARTICLE  XII. 
STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  during 
the  evening  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

Dear  Brethren  in  the  Lord: — In  reviewing  the  work  of 
our  church  during  the  past  three  years,  we  feel  called  upon, 
first  of  all,  to  render  devout  gratitude  and  thanks  to  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church  for  the  signal  manifestations  of  his  favor, 
and  for  the  abundant  blessing  with  which  he  has  crowned 
the  labors  of  his  servants.  They  have  planted,  and  they  have 
watered ;  but  he  hath  given  the  increase.  Yea,  he  hath  blessed 
both  them  that  planted,  and  that  which  was  planted,  and  hath 
given  his  children  new  proofs  of  his  wisdom  and  faithfulness. 
To  his  Great  Name  be  all  the  priase  ! 

It  is  true,  we  find  abundant  evidence,  in  looking  over  the 
various  classical  and  synodical  reports,  of  the  dire  conflict  in 
which  the  Church  is  engaged  with  the  powers  of  evil.  On  the 
one  hand  the  spirit  of  worldliness  and  unbelief  is  making  its 
baleful  influence  felt,  perhaps  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever 
before.  The  world  in  its  most  seductive  forms,  addressing 
itself  both  to  the  flesh  and  to  the  understanding,  exhibiting  in 
glowing  colors  worldly  enjoyment,  power,  and  knowledge, 
challenges  the  attention  of  young  and  old,  so  as  to  forestall,  if 
possible,  the  claims  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  or  to  steal 
away  the  affections  of  the  heart,  even  where  nominal  allegiance 
to  the  Church  is  maintained.  On  the  other  hand  we  find  com- 
plaints that  in  the  Church  itself  there  is  not  always  such 
watchful  zeal,   such  glowing  love,  such  a  desire   to   "labor 
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while  it  is  day,  ere  the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  labor," 
as  should  characterize  those  that  wait  for  their  Lord.  We 
have  reason,  therefore,  to  humiliate  ourselves  in  view  of  our 
shortcomings,  and  to  pray  for  faith  and  courage  that  we  may 
be  equal  to  the  demads  of  our  daj'^  and  generation. 

Examining  our  field  more  specifically,  we  find  that  the 
church  has  made  commendable  progress  in  the  past  three 
years.  We  observe  an  increase  of  one  synod,  six  classes, 
sixty-two  congregations,  eight  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  members,  and  $27,748  in  benevolent  contribu- 
tions, the  year  1883  being  compared  with  1881.  Everywhere 
stress  is  laid  on  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  as  the  power  of 
God  unto  the  salvation  of  men.  The  sacraments  are  reported 
to  be  faithfully  and  diligently  administered.  We  notice,  how- 
ever, that  while  the  increase  of  members  is  8,528,  the  increase 
of  communicants  is  only  4,188.  The  catechization  of  children 
is  receiving  greater  attention  from  year  to  year,  which  shows 
that  the  Church  is  awake  to  the  measure  of  her  duty,  and  her 
privilege  in  this  importand  matter.  We  confidently  believe 
that  there  is  no  other  means  available  that  will  yield  such 
blessed  results  as  the  training  of  the  young,  in  faith  and  prac- 
tice, for  the  Masters's  vineyard. 

Our  Literary  and  Theological  Institutions  all  report  progress 
and  prosperity,  and  the  cause  of  education  receives  increased 
attention  every  year,  while  the  zeal  and  liberality  of  our  mem- 
bers on  its  behalf  is  continually  growing.  This  is  encouraging, 
especially  in  view  of  the  urgent  and  enlarged  demands  which, 
in  the  nature  of  the  case,  will  be  made  upon  the  church  in 
this  regard. 

In  the  field  of  missions  our  progress  has  been  striking. 
Home  Missions  have  been  prosecuted,  not,  perhaps,  as  they 
might  or  should  have  been,  but  yet  with  increased  zeal  and 
diligence  as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  contributions 
made  to  this  cause  during  the  last  three  years  are  $22,950.61 
in  excess  of  those  made  during  the  previous  three  years.  In 
the  field  of  Foreign  Missions  the  Church  begins  to  realize  the 
responsibility  which  devolves  upon  her  in  the  work  which  she 
has  undertaken,  and  the  spirit  of  love  for  and  zeal  in  the  cause 
is  rapidly  growing.  During  the  past  year  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Moore   have  joined  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gring,  in  Japan,  and  we 
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rejoice  to  know  that  the  earnest  prayers  and  liberal  gifts  of 
the  Church  are  offered  upon  their  behalf. 

These  are  the  forerunners  of  the  blessed  fruits  of  peace  and 
harmony  in  the  Church — fruits  which  we  may  expect  to  reap 
in  richer  measure  I'rom  year  to  year  in  proportion  as  we 
become  more  thoroughly  im lined  with  the  spirit  of  the  Master, 
and  remain  true  to  the  standards  of  our  faith.  Not  long  ago 
we  used  to  hear  of  tendencies  in  the  church.  Now,  there  is 
but  one  tendency ;  the  tendency  toward  peace,  kindly  feeling, 
a  right  apprehension  of  the  brethren  in  the  spirit  of  charity, 
cordial  union  in  the  aggressive  work  of  the  Church.  Begin- 
ning like  the  mountain  torrents  by  the  melting  of  snow  and 
ice,  separate  streams  flowing  together,  it  has  become  a  mighty 
river,  the  current  of  which  gathers  momentum  as  it  flows, 
until  it  becomes  irresistible.  By  it  we  are  carried  onward, 
not,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  into  a  sea  of  vague  sentimentality,  but 
in  the  regular  channel  of  our  denominational  life,  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  charity  towards  all,  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  work  which  the  Good  Shepherd  has  intrusted  into  our 
hands  in  our  own  border,  and.  in  co-operation  with  our  sister 
churches,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

It  has  been  said  that  we  have  made  our  journey  through 
the  Wilderness  of  Strife,  and  have  now  reached  the  Promised 
Land  of  Peace.  But  this  land  is  not  yet  the  land  of  Beulah. 
We  have  reached  a  point  from  which  we  can  look  back  upon 
the  past,  and  contemplate  it  in  the  light  of  a  heroic  age  ;  we 
can  look  forward  with  pleasant  anticipations  of  great  things 
to  be  realized  in  the  future ;  but  the  jiresent,  our  day, 
demands  that,  clothed  in  the  armor  of  light,  we  should  stand 
prepared  to  do  valiant  battle,  not  against  one  another,  but 
against  the  common  enemy.  We  may  not  yet  be  prepared  to 
use  the  same  forms  of  worship,  or  to  work  through  the  same 
Church  Boards ;  but  surely,  the  way  is  open  for  all  to  meet 
upon  common  ground,  and  press  forward  to  the  attainment  of 
a  result  which  will  insure  the  Church  in  the  near  future,  not 
stereotyped  uniformity,  but  essential  unit}''  in  faith  and  prac- 
tice. In  one  sense,  this  result  has  been  reached ;  but  in  an- 
other, it  will  require  time  for  the  whole  Church  to  grow  up 
to  the  full  realization  of  what  is  involved  in  our  basis  of 
peace.     Starting,  then,  with  a  large  measure  of  freedom  for 
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individual  opinions  and  separate  institutions,  the  legacy  of  the 
past,  we  may  confidently  expect  that,  if  in  good  faith  we  hold 
fast  to  our  standards,  guided  by  the  divinely  inspired  Word, 
and  the  ever-present  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  we  shall  soon  see  eye 
to  eye,  and  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  prosecution  of 
our  work.  Attracted  by  our  Master,  we  shall  be  drawn  nearer 
to  each  other,  and  as  we  thus  mutually  warm  our  hearts,  and 
influence  each  other's  zeal,  our  church  shall  rise  like  a  giant 
waking  from  his  sleep  to  rejoice  in  his  strength,  and  go  forth 
to  conquer  in  the  Master's  name.  With  sadness  we  record  the 
Reaper's  work  in  our  midst  during  the  past  three  years. 
Thirty-four*  of  our  brethren  in  the  ministry  have  laid  their 
armor  by,  and  have  gone  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  reward. 
The  young  and  the  old  have  been  called,  and  we  mourn  over 


*The  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  who  have  died  during 
the  triennial  interim,  extending  from  May,  1881,  to  May  1884,  are  the  following: 


Bassler,  Henry  S 

Casper,  Adolph  B  .     . . 

Cast,  Charles 

Colliflower,  Wm.  F  .. . . 

Davis,  Wm.  F.  P 

Fisher,  Dr.  Samuel  R. . 

Friedel,  Henry  A 

Gilpin,   William 

Gring,  Daniel   

Hannabery,  Joseph  . . . 
Hursh,  Ossiander,  A.  S. 

Keller,  Christian 

Lecron,  Wm.  H.  S 

LeFevre,  .Jacob  M 

Leinbach.  Dr.  Chas.  H 
Leiter,  Dr.  Samuel  B     . 

Miller,  Henry     

Nieolai,  John  A 

Orth,  Jacob 

Pennepacker  Josiah  J. . 

Pence,  John.. 

Ruetenik.  Paul  J 

Shaull,  Hiram 

Shuford,  Mortimer  L     . 

Stoner,  John  S 

Tendick,  Peter 

Thompson,  Joseph  B  . 
Vandersloot,  J.  Samuel 

Weaver,  Jacob 

Whitmore,  Anderson  J 
Whitmore,  David  M  . . 
Willers,  Dr.  Dietrich. . . . 

Zink,  Henry  K. 

Zumpe,  Gerhard  H        . 
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1829 

1829 

1837 

1838 

1845 

1837 
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18*53 

1863 
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1836 

1850 

1850 

1862 

1863 

1835 

1835 

1853 

1854 

1881 

1872 

1872 

1881 

1855 

1856 

18-41 

l.'ill 

1835 

1S35 

1831 

1835 

1801 

1861 

1875 

1875 

1867 

1867 

1824 

1824 

1875 

1 S75 

1844 

1V44 

l!^4 

1844 

1877 

1877 

1858 

1858 

1848 

1S48 

1874 

1877 

1847 

1847 

1876 

1876 

1875 

1875 

1821 

1821 

1801 

I8(;i 

1834 

1834 

Residence. 


Millersburg,  Pa.. 
New  Berlin,  Pa 
Egg  Harbor,  N.  J.. 
Frederick,  Md     . 
Reading,    Pa 
Philadelphia,   Pa 
Harrisburg,  Pa 
Broken  Sword,  0 

York,  Pa     

Ridgelv,  Md.   

Tiffin,  "O   

Bridesburg,  Pa. 
Wavnesbor'gh,Md 

Sidney,  O 

Stouchsburg,  Pa 
VVadsworth,  O 
Waynesbor'gh,  Pa. 
Abilene,  Kan 
Yankton,  Dakota  . 
.\msterdam.  Pa    .. 
TremontCity,  O.. 
Clav  Citv,  Ind     . 
Sidney,  O 
Burkittsville,  Md 

Wooster,  O 

Attica.  O     

Canaan,  O 

Philadelphia  Pa 

Sidney,  O  

Middlebrook,  Va. 
Martinsb'g.  W.  Va. 
Bearytown,  N.  Y. 
Philipsburg.  O 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.. 


Time  of  Death, 


Feb.  17,  1883... 
Jan.  5,  1882... . 

Jan.  2.  1883 

April  30,  1882 
June  11,  1883.. 
June  5,  1881     . 
Jan.  15, 1883  .. 
Nov.  11,  1881. 
May  31,  1882  . 
Feb.  27,  1883 
Sept.  11.  1881. 
Feb.  2,  1883  . . . 
Nov.  28,  1881  . . 
April  12,  1882. . 
Julv  17,  1883 
March  31,  1883 
May  29,  1883  . 
Nov.  20,  1882.. 
Nov.  3,  1883  ... 
April  23,  1884.. 
April  18,  1883 
Nov.  23,  1882... 
April  23,  1883... 
Nov.  7,  1883  . .  . 
Sept.  1,  1882   .  .. 
April  1,  1883... 
Oct.  16,  1882. .    . 
Dec.  6,  1882  ... 
Dec.  28,  1882  .  . 
Jan.  16,  1883.   . . 
March  4,  1883  . 
Mav  13,  1883- . 
May  2,  1882  . . . 
June  17,  1883... 


Note — The  foregoing  necrology  has  been  prepared  with  care,   and  ou  the  whole 
may  be  regared  reliable.    It  will  be  important  for  reference.  stated  Clerk 
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their  vacant  places.  We  miss  their  presence,  their  counsels, 
and  their  labors  ;  but  we  rejoice  to  know  that  the  fruit  of  their 
work  remains.  The  fragrant  memory  of  their  fidelity  and 
usefulness  is  cherished  by  a  gateful  Church,  whilst  they  are 
crowned  with  the  garlands  of  victory.  May  we  be  moved  to 
greater  diligence ;  and  above  all,  may  we  pray  the  Lord  that 
he  send  more  laborers  into  the  vineyard. 

We  append  the  usual  statistical  tables,  which  were  carefully 
prepared  bj^  the  Stated  Clerk,  who  is  a  member  of  your  corn- 
committee.        Respectfully  submitted, 

'jOHN  S.  STAHR,  Chairman. 

{For  Statistical  Reports  see  Appendix.) 

After  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  State  of  the  Church, 
together  with  a  summary  of  the  statistics  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  of  the  names  of  the  thirty-four  ministers  who,  during 
these  years,  passed  from  the  church  militant  to  the  church 
triumphant,  the  synod,  amid  evident  feeling  of  profound  sol- 
emnity, united  in  singing  the  hymn :  "  Forever  with  the 
Lord,"  etc.,  and  in  prayer  led  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D. 


ARTICLE  XIIL 
MISSIONS. 

The  following  reports  on  the  subject  of  Missions,  both 
Home  and  Foreign,  claimed  the  attention  of  the  General  Synod 
during  its  sessions,  namely : 

I.    Home  Missions — Triennial  Reports. 

1.     Report  of  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

To  the  Venerable  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States: 

Your  Board  of  Home  Missions  offers  the  following  report 
of  the  workings  of  its  several  missionary  boards  within  its 
bounds : 

The  board  met  in  the  First  Reformed  Church,  at  Tiffin,  O., 
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May  21,  1881,  and  was  organized  by  the  election  of  Rev.  J. 
O.  Miller,  D.  D.,  of  York,  Pa.,  as  president;  the  Rev.  George 
Wolff,  D.  D.,  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  as  secretary;  and  Charles 
Santee,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  treasurer. 

The  board  appointed  an  Executive  Committee,  consisting 
of  the  officers  of  the  board,  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Klein,  of  Gal- 
ion,  Ohio,  and  Elder  W.  D,  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  attention  of  the  board  was  called,  by  the  correspond- 
ing secretary  of  the  General  Synod,  to  the  requests  of  the 
German  Synod  of  the  East,  and  of  the  German  Synod  of  the 
Northwest,  to  take  prompt  action  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ing of  a  mission  for  immigrants,  at  the  Port  of  New  York.- 

The  board  at  once  feeling  the  importance  of  this  work  took 
favorable  action,  and  instructed  its  Executive  Committee  to 
seek  out  and  appoint  a  missionary  for  the  work. 

The  amount  of  income  from  investments  being  only  about 
$130.00,  it  was  resolved  to  supplement  this  by  $900.00,  as 
needed  to  support  such  missionary.  And  further,  it  was  re- 
solved to  ask  appropriations  for  one  year  or  more  from  the 
boards  of  the  several  synods,  now  carrying  on  the  actual 
work  of  missions  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Synod, 
in  the  following  proportion  : 

The  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  Ref.  Church  in  U.  S.,  $560 

The  Board  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio 130 

The  Board  of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest 150 

The  Board  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East 60 

Total - 1900 

The  board  appointed  two  of  its  members  to  write  on  this 
subject  in  the  English  and  German  periodicals  of  the  church, 
with  a  view  of  awakening  an  interest  in  this  work. 

There  was,  however,  no  response — not  one  of  these  boards 
offered  its  aid — and  the  consequence  is  that  the  work  stands 
where  it  stood  three  years  ago.  The  Executive  Committee, 
either  from  want  of  faith,  or  because  they  had  no  funds,  and 
not  wishing  to  start  and  fail,  or  incur  a  debt,  were  unwilling 
to  begin  the  work  under  the  circumstances.  And  yet  your 
board  feels  sufficiently  the  importance  of  this  work,  and  calls 
your  attention  to  it  again  ;  and  if  you  instruct  us  to  go  on,  we 
ask  the  synod  to  provide  in  some  way  sufficient  means  to  start 
it  with  the  hope  of  success. 
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We  received,  as  the  treasurer's  report  will  show,  as  the  bal- 
ance of  the  "Brinker  Legacy,"  $78.81 ;  in  all  .$2,146.43,  instead 
of  $4,000,  as  was  expected. 

We  have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  parties  in  Cory- 
don,  Indiana,  who  are  to  receive  a  legacy  left  our  board  by 
the  late  Miss  E.  Jordan.  The  amount  willed  was  the  balance 
of  a  farm,  supposed  to  be  worth  $1,200.  They  now  claim 
that  the  land  has  depreciated,  and  offer  to  settle  the  claim  for 
$600.  The  officers  of  the  board  have  agreed  to  this,  provided 
it  be  attended  with  no  further  costs,  and  yet  to  this  date  they 
have  failed  to  comply.  If  not  soon  settled  we  shall  take  legal 
steps,  and  demand  the  fulfillment  of  the  will  of  the  donor. 

We  here  present  the  following  reports  from  the  different 
missionary  boards  of  the  church,  showing  the  progress  of 
their  work  for  the  last  three  years. 

1.  Triennial  report  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  embracing 
the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  of  the 
Potomac. 

MISSIONS  UNDER  THE  BOARD. 

During  the  past  three  years  the  board  has  had  71  missions 
under  its  care;  of  these  37  were  in  Pennsylvania ;  2  in  Mary- 
land ;  7  in  Virginia ;  1  in~  Delaware ;  1  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  4  in  North  Carolinia ;  5  in  Iowa ;  2  in  Kansas ;  1  in 
Nebraska ;  4  in  California ;  5  in  Oregon ;  1  in  Washington 
Territory,  and  now  1  in  Valparaiso,  in  South  America. 

MISSIONS  BECOMING  SELF-SUSTAINING. 

Of  these  the  following  have  become  self-sustaining  since 
our  last  triennial  report :  In  Pennsylvania,  the  missions  at 
East  Allentown,  at  Reading,  Wilkesbarre,  Columbia,  and 
Sharon ;  and  in  Oregon,  the  mission  at  Portland.  Some  of 
them  have  passed  out  of  the  control  of  this  board  and  have 
been  otherwise  provide  for,  and  a  few  have  been  discontin- 
tinued. 

NEW  MISSIONS. 

New  missions  have  been  established  in  Pennsylvania ;  at 
Philadelphia,  Stroudsburg,  Reading,  Williamsport,  Tionesta, 
DuBois,  Houtzdale,  in  Mercer  County,  McKeesport,  Myers- 
dale,  Hyndman,  Scottdale,  Bangor  and  Birdsboro ;  In  Vir- 
ginia,  at  Middlebrook,  Mill  Creek,  Timberville,  Harrisville 
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and  Roanoke ;  in  North  Carolina,  at  Newton ;  in  Kansas,  at 
Wichita ;  in  Oregon,  at  East  Portland  and  West  Union ;  one 
in  Nebraska,  and  one  in  South  America. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  missions  as  per  last  report  56 

Communicants,  "    "      "         "       4,881 

Baptisms,  "    "      "         "       648 

Additions,  "    "      "         "       677 

S.  S.  Scholars,  "    "      "         " 3,658 

Baptisms  in  three  years   1,836 

Additions        "  "        1,620 

Contributions "  "       Benevolence $4,469 

Local 71,205 

Cost  of  property  belonging  to  missions 186,345 

Amount  of  indebtedness 26,405 

GROWTH  IN  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The  following  are  the  amounts  of  the  contributions  that 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  board,  dur- 
ing the  last  six  years : 

From  October,  1877,  to  October,  1878 $9,587  41 

1878,  "  1879 7,734  33 

1879,  "  1880 14,415  77 

Total    $31,737  51 

From  October,  1880,  to  October,  1881 $12,220  85 

1881,  "  1882 14,913  00 

1882,  "  1883  19,277  42 

Total $46,421  27 

Excess  of  contributions  during  the  last  three  over  those  of 
the  three  previous  years,  amounted  to  $14,683.75. 

It  is  proper  here  to  add  that  considerable  amounts  of  mon- 
ey were  raised  for  missionary  purposes  in  the  different  synods 
for  the  erection  of  mission  churches,  or  for  the  support  of 
missions  under  the  care  of  the  classes,  which  are  not  here  re- 
ported, as  they  never  passed  through  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer. 

MISSIONARY  SOCIETIES  AND  FESTIVALS. 

During  the  past  three  years,  missionary  societies  have  been 
successiully  established  in  many  of  our  congregations,  and 
the  number  is  still  increasing.     It  is  hoped  that  the  time  is 
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not  far  distant,  when  such  useful  agencies  will  spring  up  and 
flourish  in  all  our  churches.  They  have  already  done  much 
towards  increasing  the  annual  income  of  our  board.  Mission- 
ary meetings,  missionary  days  or  festivals,  are  also  increasing 
in  our  pastoral  charges,  and  the  good  results  show  themselves 
in  all  cases. 

MISSIONARY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

During  the  past  three  years,  the  board  has  appointed  mis- 
sionary superintendents  in  different  parts  of  its  territory,  to 
co-operate  with  the  board  and  its  missionary  superintendent, 
and  this  arrangement  has  been  attended  with  useful  results. 
The  Rev.  John  Gantenbein,  D.  D.,  is  at  present  superintendent 
of  missions  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territory;  the  Rev. 
D.  B.  Shuey,  in  Kansas  and  neighboring  States;  Rev.  D.  S. 
Fouse,  in  Iowa ;  Rev.  George  W.  Welker,  D.  D.,  in  North 
Carolina;  and  the  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedler  has  just  recently  been 
appointed  to  the  same  office  for  California. 

MISSIONARY  EARNINGS  OF  CHILLREN. 

For  several  years  past  efforts  have  been  made  to  induce  the 
children,  and  especially  the  Sunday-school  scholars  of  the 
church,  to  earn  something  for  missions  during  the  summer, 
either  by  the  cultivation  of  useful  vegetables,  or  by  work  of 
some  other  kind.  The  results  thus  far  has  been  to  some  ex- 
tent successful,  and  in  some  cases  very  gratifying.  The  num- 
ber of  children  that  respond  to  the  call  of  the  board  to  go  and 
do  some  kind  of  work  for  the  cause  of  Christ  is,  we  are  glad 
to  say,  increasing.  As  the  movement  becomes  more  general 
in  our  churches,  as  it  should,  the  increase  in  our  missionary 
contributions  will  be  considerably  enlarged  from  year  to  year. 
It  deserves  the  attention  of  all  our  pastors,  Sunday-school 
teachers  and  others. 

MISSIONARY  PAPERS. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  the  Mission- 
ary Herald^  published  in  the  East,  and  the  Missionary  Sen- 
tinel^ published  in  the  West,  have  been  consolidated,  and 
edited  thus  far  conjointly  by  the  superintendent  of  the  East- 
ern board,  and  the  Rev.  S.  P.  Myers,  former  superintendent 
in  the  Synod  of  Ohio.  This  union  has  met  with  general  sat- 
isfaction, and  the  usefulness  of  the  paper  has  been  extended. 
We  regard  it  as  one  of  the  most  useful  agencies  in  the  prose- 
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cution  of  our  missionary  operations.  A  small  missionary  pa- 
per,—  The  Sunday- School  Missionary^ — intended  for  the 
Sunday-school  scholars  of  the  church,  has  just  been  issued  by 
the  Board  of  Publication  at  Philadelphia,  which  promises  to 
be  an  efficient  missionary  organ  for  the  children  of  the  church, 
and  to  serve  as  the  means,  not  only  of  interesting  them  in  the 
missionary  cause,  but  also  of  encouraging  them  to  do  their  part 
in  the  spread  of  the  gospel.  These  papers  are  worthy  of  the  at- 
tention and  encouragement  of  all  our  ecclesiastical  bodies. 

A  CHUKCH  BUILDING  FUND. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  our  different 
synods,  collections  have  been  lifted  in  some  of  our  congrega- 
tions from  time  to  time,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  fund,  by 
which  our  missions  may  be  assisted  in  erecting  for  themselves 
new  churches,  or  in  paying  off  old  indebtedness;  and  our 
board  has  in  this  way  been  enabled  to  render  valuable  assist- 
ance to  some  of  our  missions  in  their  struggles  to  obtain 
for  themselves  spiritual  homes;  but  the  amount  of  money 
that  has  come  into  our  treasury  for  this  purpose  has  not  been 
large.  If  all  our  congregations  could  be  induced  to  give  even 
small  sums  for  such  a  fund,  much  good  would  be  accomplish- 
ed, and  the  efficiency  of  our  missionary  work  would  be  great- 
ly increased.  It  must,  however,  be  remarked  in  this  connec- 
tion, that,  in  the  absence  of  such  a  general  effort,  generous 
contributions  have  been  secured  from  year  to  year  by  mis- 
sionaries themselves,  or  by  classical  action.  Last  year  over 
$10,000  were  given  by  individual  churches  in  this  way  for  the 
erection  of  mission  churches,  none  of  which  was  reported  as 
having  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  The  sub- 
ject is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  General  Synod. 

PROSPECTS. 

The  missionary  outlook  within  the  bounds  of  the  three 
eastern  English  synods  is  encouraging.  The  missionary  spirit 
is  growing  ;  our  ministers  themselves  are  becoming  more  in- 
terested in  the  work ;  our  people  are  beginning  to  show  a  larger 
degree  of  liberality  in  the  support  of  missions  than  they  did 
formerly;  our  contributions  are  increasing  from  year  to  year; 
and  our  missions  are  growing  and  increasing  on  our  hands. 
But  as  we  look  around  and  see  important  fields  still  unoccu- 
pied, and  hear  the  cries  of  our  people  for  the  bread  of  life,  we 
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feel  sad,  and  are  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  we  come  far 
short  of  what  we  might,  could  and  should  do  for  the  extension 
of  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  Even  when  we  have  the  means  to 
establish  new  missions,  we  are  often  embarrassed  by  the  want 
of  ministers  to  send  into  the  field,  to  supply  the  spiritual 
wants  even  of  our  own  people.  It  is  still  true  that  the  harv- 
est is  great,  but  that  the  laborers  are  few.  Let  us,  therefore, 
pray  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  may  send  more  labor- 
ers into  our  fields.  THEODORE  APPEL, 

Superintendent  of  Missions. 


2.     Triennial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
Synod  of  Ohio. 

During  the  last  three  years  the  board  has  had  under  its 
care  twenty  missions  ;  of  which  nine  were  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;  two  in  Indiana ;  two  in  Illinois;  and  one  in  Michigan. 

Five  of  these  have  become  self  sustaining,  viz  :  Brown 
County,  Kansas,  now  known  as  Sabetha ;  Findlay,  Fulton 
and  St.  Paris,  Ohio;  and  Neriah,  Michigan. 

Four  of  the  missions  have  been  discontinued,  viz  :  Salina, 
Kansas ;  Freeport,  Illinois ;  Somerset,  and  Antwerp,  Ohio. 

New  missions  have  been  established  at  Lyons  and  Wathena, 
Kansas ;  Kentland  and  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana;  and  at  Pauld- 
ing, Lima,  Canal  Fulton  and  St.  Paris,  in  Ohio. 

Five  of  the  missions  now  under  the  care  of  the  board  are 
vacant,  viz  :  Altamont,  Illinois,  and  Jerusalem,  Paulding, 
Lima,  and  Greenville,  Ohio. 

The  missions  generally  are  reported  to  be  in  a  healthy  and 
growing  condition,  and  with  one  or  two  exceptions  seem  to  be 
such  because  they  were  frequently  vacant  and  without  pas- 
toral oversight.  Parts  of  the  missions  formerly  included  in 
the  Antwerp  and  Salina  missions  are  now  included  in  the 
new  missions  of  Paulding,  Ohio,  and  Lyons,  Kansas. 

STATISTICS. 

Whole  number  of  missions  under  the  board  for  three  years.  .  20 

Whole  number  of  missions  now  under  the  board 11 

Missions  that  became  self-sustaining 5 

Missions  discontinued 4 

Vacant 5 

Supplied 6 
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Members  as  per  last  report,  1883 903 

Sunday-school  scholars 1105 

Additions  during  the  last  three  years 517 

Benevolent  contributions     "           "     $441 

Congregational  purposes      "           "     12,068  00 

RECEIPTS. 

For  the  year  1881 $3,820  97 

For  the  year  1882 2,984  45 

For  the  year  1883 2,884  13 

Whole  amount $9,689  55 

Increase  over  preceding  three  years 1,698  54 

J.  J.  LEBERMAN,  Treasurer. 


3.     Triennial  Report  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  Northwest 
and  of  the  Central  Synod. 

RECEIPTS. 

For  the  year  1881 $4,114  57 

For  the  year  1882 4,865  51 

For  the  year  1883 4,398  86 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

For  the  year  1881 $2,557  65 

For  the  year  1882 2,970  00 

For  the  year  1883 4.878  53 

MISSIONS  UNDER  THE  BOARD. 

For  the  year  1881 23 

For  the  year  1882 28 

For  the  year  1883 S3 

MISSIONS  THAT  BECAME  SELF-SUSTAINING. 

For  the  year  1881,  six,   for  1882,  one,  and  for  1883,  four. 

NEW  MISSIONS. 

For  the  year  1881,  four,  for  1882,  thirteen,  and  for  1883,  six. 
There  are  are  thirty-two  missions  at  present  under  the  care  of 
the  board.  P.  GREDING,  President. 


Report  of  Board  of  Home  Misssons  of  the  German  Synod 

of  the  East. 

STATEMENT. 

Present  number  of  missions 8 

Communicant  members 1 ,260 
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Sunday-school  scholars 1 ,113 

Amount  of  expenditures $8,500  00 

Contributed  for  benevolent  objects ' 506  00 

Contributed  for  local  objects 10,544  00 

INCREASE. 

In  missions 2 

Communicant  members 239 

Sunday-school  scholars 327 

Benevolent  contributions $310  00 

Contributions  for  local  objects 1 ,534  00 

Expenditures 913  00 

N.  GEHR,  President. 


MISSION  DEPARTMENT  OF  URSINUS  UNION. 

.  This  Union  has  no  missions  directly  under  its  care,  but  has 
been  aiding  four  missions  through  several  of  the  regular 
boards  of  the  church ;  the  Shenandoah  Mission,  Pa.; 
Grace  Mission,  in  Philadelphia ;  German  Mission  in 
New  York,  and  the  German  mission  at  Reading,  Pa. 
Besides  this  it  has  aided  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Synod 
of  Ohio,  and  has  made  contributions  to  church  extension. 
The  amount  received  for  missions  during  the  last  three  years 
was  $2,500.99.  F.  W.  KREMER,  Treasurer. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

Receipts  of  the  three  Eastern  Synods $46,421  37 

"       of  the  Synod  of  Ohio 9,689  55 

"       two  German  synods  in  the  West 13,378  88 

"       German  Synod  of  the  East 8.500  00 

Total $77,989  70 

Missions  sustained  by  three  Eastern  synods 71 

by  Synod  of  Ohio 20 

"  "  two  German  synods  in  the  West 43 

"  "  German  synod  in  the  East 8 

Total 142 

REMARKS. 

While  the  general  board  has  not  been  able  to  carry  out  the 
suggestions  of  the  General  Synod  through  the  different  mis- 
sionary boards,  we  still  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  do  something 
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for  the  Master,  with  the  small  income  at  our  disposal,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wish  of  one  benevolent  donor.  As  the 
treasurer's  report  will  show,  our  income  we  give  to  the  assis- 
tance of  the  German  missions  in  Oregon,  which  are  in  a  hope- 
ful condition. 

By  comparison  with  the  report  we  made  three  years  ago,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  mission  work  of  the  church  is  widening, 
and  the  liberality  of  our  people  increasing.  The  receipts 
from  all  sources,  as  given  in  our  last  report  was  $55,039.09;  in 
this  report  the  amount  is  $77,989.70. 

And  what  is  greatly  needed  at  this  time,  is  that  the  Gen- 
eral Synod,  by  decided  and  positive  action,  should  foster 
and  encourage  every  good  work  among  its  several  organiza- 
tions in  its  missionary  work,  that  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
may  come  and  his  will  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
And  we  are  sure  that  the  harvest  gathered  in  three  years 
hence,  will  be  far  in  excess,  lor  which  we  now  devoutly  give 
thanks.  Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  WOLFF,  "  JACOB  O.  MILLER, 

Secretary.  President. 


2.     Report  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Chas.  Santee,  Treasurer,  in  account  tvith  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of 
the  General  Synod  of  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

1881.  DR. 

May    10,  To  balance  on  hand $149  12 

June     2,  To  semi-annual  dividend  Pennsylvania  Railroad  shares 

on  Adelaide  Dechant  legacy. 20  00 

May    19,  Collections  at  Tiffin,  Ohio 38  85 

Oct.       1,  Interest  Sarah  Brinker  legacy 60  00 

Dec.      1,  Semi-annual  dividend  Pennsylvania  Railroad  shares, 

Adelaide  Dechant  legacy 4  00 

1882. 

April    1,  Interest  Sarah  Brinker  legacy 60  00 

June    6,  Semi-annual  dividend  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  and  premium  on 

allotment,  Adelaine  Dechant  legacy 9  00 

Oct.       2,  Interest  Sarah  Brinker  legacy 60  00 

Oct.       2,  Estate  of  Sarah  Brinker,  balance  of  legacy 78  81 

Dec.      4,  Serai-annual  dividend  Penn.  R.R.  andprem.  on  scrip., 

Adelaide  Dechant  legacy 4  90 


Carried  forward $484  68 


55 

Brought  forward $484  G8 

Dec.      4,  Semi-annual  dividend  on  Penn.   R.  R.  Co.  and  prem. 

on  scrip.,  Sarah  Brinker  legacy 4  90 

1883. 

April    2,  Interest  Sarah  Brinker  legac)' (iO  00 

June     4,  Semi-annual  dividend  on  Penn.  R.   R.  Co.  and  prem. 

on  scrip.,  Adelaide  Dechant  legacy  12  32 

June    4,  Semi-annual  dividend  on  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  and  prem. 

on  scrip.,  Sarah  Brinker  legacy 12  32 

Oct.       1,  Interest  Sarah  Brinker  legacy 60  00 

Dec.      5,  Semi-annual  dividend  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.   and  prem.  on 

scrip.,  Adalaide  Dechant  legacy 4  50 

Dec.      5,  Semi-annual  dividend  Penn.  R.  R.   Co.   and  prem.  on 

scrip 4  50 

Dec.      5,  Premium  on  allotment  of  shares 64 

1884. 

April    1,  Interest  Sarah  Brinker  legacy 60  00 

April  23,  To  balance  due  the  Treasurer 15  25 

$719  11 
CR. 

1881. 

June    3,  By  cash  paid  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treas.  Tri-Synod,  B.  H.  M.     $24  00 

July  15,  By  order  from  Rev.  Isaac  H.   Reiter,  Stated  Clerk  of 

General  Synod ■ 34  10' 

1882. 

June     7,  By  cash  paid  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treas    13  00' 

Oi't.    11,  By  cash  paid  Emory  Freed  &  Co.,  Penn.  R.  R.  shares 

and  comm.,  Sarah  Brinker  legacy 128  75 

1883. 

June  18,  By  cash  paid  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treas 17  22 

18S4. 

Jan.    31,  By  cash  paid  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treas.,  interests  and  div- 
idends on  Sarah  Brinker  legacy 442  04 

April    1,  By  interest,  from  Sarah  Brinker  legacy,  paid  to  W.  H. 

Seibert.  Treas.  Tri-Svnod  Board  Home  Missions. ...       60  00 


$719  U 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  SANTEE,  Treasurer. 


II.    Report  of  Committee  on  Home  Missions. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Home  Missions  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  with  the  re- 
ports of  the  board  and  the  treasurer,  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Your  Committee  on  Home  Missions  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  as  their  report : 

The  only  document  referred  to  this  Committee  is  the  report 
of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Synod. 

From  this  report  we  learn  that  there  are  now  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  missions  under  the  care  of  the  different  district 
boards,  and  that  the  amount  raised  and  expended  for  their 
support  during  the  past  three  years  is  $77,989.70.  This  is 
forty-eight  missions  and  $22,951.61  more  than  were  reported 
to  the  General  Synod  that  met  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  May,  1881. 
Accordingly  it  will  be  seen  that  considerable  advance  has 
been  made  in  the  great  work  of  missions,  for  which  there  is 
reason  of  thankfulness  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  When,  however,  it  is  considered  that  there  is 
still  much  land  to  be  occupied,  and  that  the  amount  contrib- 
uted does  not  amount  to  more  than  about  twenty  cents  per 
year  to  each  communicant  member,  it  will  also  be  seen  that 
there  is  still  room  for  very  great  improvement  in  the  way  of 
increasing  missions  and  contributions. 

Your  committee  would  especially  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  owing  to  a  want  of  proper  response  to  their  appeal  for 
contributions  for  this  purpose  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
was  not  able  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  General  Synod 
to  appoint  a  missionary  for  immigrants  at  the  port  of  New 
York.  That  this  should  have  been  the  case  is  to  be  regretted 
as  such  a  missionary  is  greatly  needed. 

In  view  of  the  facts  now  stated  your  committee  would  rec- 
ommend the  following  action  for  adoption  by  the  General 
Synod  now  in  session  : 

B.esokied,  That  this  General  Synod  hereby  again  commends 
the  cause  of  home  missions  to  the  districts  synods  and  their 
boards,  and  also  to  the  different  classes,  and  earnestly  urges 
them  to  take  such  action  as  will  increase  if  possible  the  con- 
tributions to  this  great  and  important  cause. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  be  directed  to  appoint  an  immigrant  missionary  for 
the  harbor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  appeal  to  the  church 
for  his  support,  and  as  soon  as  possible  for  other  ports  in  this 
country.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  TITZEL,  Chairman. 
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On  motion  the  following  action  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed  to 
apportion  two  thousand  dollars  among  the  several  district 
synods  for  harbor  missions. 

Resolved^  That  this  synod  requests  the  several  congrega- 
tions under  its  supervision  to  take  up  a  collection  within  the 
next  three  months  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  board  for 
home  mission  work. 

Resolved^  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  publish  in 
our  church  papers  the  action  adopted  by  this  General  Synod 
respecting  home  mission  work. 

On  motion,  the  subjoined  action  respecting  a  plan  for  home 
missionary  work,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  submit  a  plan  to  this  General  Synod  by  which  the  work  of 
home  missions  for  the  entire  Reformed  Church  shall  be  car- 
ried on  more  efficiently  under  the  direct  management  of  the 
Board  of  General  Synod  according  to  the  requirement  of 
Articles  LXX.  and  LXXXIII.  of  the  Constitution. 

The  committee  appointed  consists  of  Revs.  Cyrus  Cort, 
John  H.  Sechler  and  Elder  Henry  Berge.  This  committee, 
during  the  evening  session  of  the  eighth  day  (Wednesday)  of 
the  sessions,  presented  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
discussed,  and  then,  on  motion,  the  following  action  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Resolved^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee, 
consisting  of  Rev.  David  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  and  Elder  William 
D.  Gross,  and  that  the  report  be  recommitted  with  instruct- 
ions to  report  to  the  next  triennial  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod. 

The  committee,  therefore,  as  now  constituted,  consists  of 
Revs.  Cyrus  Cort,  John  H.  Sechler,  David  E.  Klopp, 
D.  D.,  and  Elders  Henry  Berge  and  William  D.  Gross. 


ni.    Foreign  Missions — Triennial  Reports. 

1.     Report  of  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church: 

Fathers    and   Brethren  : — As   members  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church 
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in  the  United  States,  we  present  you  with  this,  our  second 
triennial  report.  During  the  past  three  years  we  have  labored 
to  awaken  the  interest  of  the  Church  in  the  cause,  and  we 
have  also  sent  forth  a  second  missionary  family  to  Tokio^ 
Japan.  Grateful  to  the  Head  of  the  Church  for  the  favors  we 
have  enjoyed  from  his  hand,  and  thankful  also  for  the  aid  of 
the  Church  in  our  important  work,  we  come  to  you  for  fresh 
counsel,  and  necessary  direction  for  the  future. 

In  order  that  we  may  have  before  us  a  comprehensive  view 
of  our  situation  as  a  denomination,  in  relation  to  Foreign  Mis- 
sion work,  let  us  note  the  few  facts  of  our  history.  A  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  was  first  organized  by  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States,  at  its  sessions  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1838.  Rev. 
Dietrich  Willers  was  the  first  President;  Rev.  Elias  Heiner, 
Vice-President;  Rev.  Bernard  C.  Wolf,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary; Rev.  John  Cares,  Recording  Secretary,  and  John  J. 
Mayer,  Treasurer.  It  is  stated  that  over  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars were  contributed  to  this  cause  during  the  first  year,  and 
in  1845  the  amount  was  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars,  and  for  sixteen  years  previous  to  our  with- 
drawal from  the  American  Board  in  1865,  the  contributions 
amounted  to  over  twenty- five  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  dollars.  During  this  time  our  Church  co-operated  with  the 
American  Board,  in  the  support  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Schneider, 
in  Ain-Tab,  Syria.  After  this  the  Church,  in  some  measure, 
united  with  the  German  Evangelical  Missionary  Society,  in 
the  support  of  Rev.  Oscar  T.  Lohr,  in  Bisrampoor,  India. 

The  Church,  without  founding  a  mission  of  its  own,  con- 
tinued its  board,  and,  finally  on  April  15th,  1873,  it  met  in 
Harrisburg,  and  selected  Japan  as  a  suitable  field  for  future 
operations.  Active  measures  were  not  adopted,  however, 
until  the  board,  elected  in  1878,  met  in  Hai-risburg,  on  Sep- 
tember 30th  of  that  year,  and  appointed  Rev.  Ambrose  D. 
Gring,  missionary  to  Japan.  He  was  ordained  and  commis- 
sioned at  Easton,  on  October  25th,  and,  with  his  wife,  sailed 
from  San  Francisco,  in  May,  1879,  reaching  Yokohama  the 
following  month.  The  mission  dwelling-house  in  Tokio  was 
purchased  for  about  four  thousand  dollars,  and  occupied  in 
June,  1880,  where  they  still  reside. 

As  soon  as  the  way  was  open  the  board  took  steps  to  send 
out  another  missionary,  and  after  giving  notice  in  the  church- 
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papers,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Harrisburg,  in  May,  1883,  at 
which  Rev.  Jairus  P,  Moore  was  elected  to  the  position.  A 
farewell  meeting  with  Missionary  Moore  and  his  wife  was 
held  in  Salem  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg,  on  July  18th, 
and  on  September  4th  they  sailed  from  San  Francisco,  arriv- 
ing safely  in  Tokio  in  due  time,  where  they  are  now  dili- 
gently engaged  in  learning  the  Japanese  language,  prepara- 
tory to  their  service  as  missionaries. 

From  letters  recently  received  from  the  two  missionaries 
and  their  wives,  we  learn  that  they  are  all  devotedly  attached 
to  the  work  to  which  they  have  consecrated  their  lives,  and 
they  unitedly  ask  that  other  laborers  be  sent  forth  into  the 
harvest.  For  some  time  past  a  school  has  been  maintained 
near  the  bridge  named  Nihon-Bashi,  under  the  direction  of 
the  senior  missionary,  where  native  youth  are  instructed,  and 
where  it  was  thought  preaching  services  could  be  held  ;  but  it 
is  not  now  regarded  as  a  place  adapted  to  any  extended  work 
in  the  future. 

The  senior  missionary  has  lately  published  an  edition  of  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism  in  the  colloquial  Japanese,  which,  he 
hopes,  will  be  of  great  advantage  in  their  future  work.  He  is 
also  desirous  of  publishing  a  Manual  and  Dictionary  of  the 
language,  which,  he  believes,  will  reduce  the  time  needed  for 
the  learning  of  the  language,  from  three  years  to  two,  thus 
affording  great  relief  to  those  who  may  enter  upon  the  mission 
work  hereafter. 

The  missionaries  all  agree  that  it  would  be  well  for  our 
Church  to  sent  forth  two  additional  lady  missionaries,  at  no 
distant  day,  with  a  view  of  establishing  a  school  for  Japanese 
girls  and  young  women.  For  this  purj^ose  it  is  thought  that 
a  school-building  should  be  erected  in  Tsukiji,  which,  it  is 
believed,  might  be  accomplished  for  $800  or  a  $1,000.  The 
lady  teachers  could  reside  in  the  building,  and  thus  have  full 
oversight  of  all  its  operations. 

The  question  of  expense  may  serve  to  remind  us  of  the 
fact  that  all  the  labor  of  sending  out  these  two  families,  and 
of  maintaining  them  there  hitherto,  has  been  performed 
almost  gratuitously.  But  it  is  evident  that  if  the  work  is  to  be 
continued  and  extended,  there  will  be  need  of  having  a  secre- 
tary, who  can  give  his  entire  time  to  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  corresponding  with  the  missionaries  in 
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the  field,  and  also  with  the  various  societies  and  organizations 
in  the  congregations  throughout  the  whole  Church,  and  visit- 
ing them  with  a  view  of  presenting  the  claims  of  the  cause,  as 
the  way  may  be  opened  beiore  him. 

And  thus  it  becomes  evident  that  the  Foreign  Mission  cause 
will  demand  increased  support,  from  year  to  year,  if  it  is 
to  be  maintained  creditably,  and  in  a  manner  proper  for  a 
Church  composed  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
thousand  communicants.  Only  by  greatly  enlarged  contribu- 
tions can  we  fulfill  the  Master's  command,  "Go  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  my  gospel  to  every  creature."  Churches 
as  well  as  individuals  will  have  to  give  an  account  of  their 
stewardship,  and  we  must  all  bear  our  part  in  the  blessed 
work  of  evangelizing  the  world. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  report  the  following  intelligence  for- 
warded by  Rev.  J.  P.  Moore  in  a  letter  dated  April  8th,  1884 : 

"  I  have,  no  doubt,  that  you,  with  us,  will  greatly  rejoice 
and  bless  God,  that  we  have  prospects  of  soon  organizing  a 
Reformed  congregation  in  Japan.  Bro.  Gring  expects  to  bap- 
tize from  six  to  eight  persons  on  the  last  Sunday  of  this 
month,  and  there  are  at  least  five  who  desire  to  unite 
with  us  by  letter."  It  is  further  stated  that  the  Sunday-school, 
held  at  the  school-room  near  the  bridge,  Nihon-Bashi.  has 
twenty-four  scholars  in  attendance.  And  Mrs.  Moore  has 
lately  taken  a  young  Japanese  girl  into  her  home  to  educate, 
and  train  her  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  it  is  reported  that  one  of  our  churches  at  home  will  con- 
tribute $100  per  year  for  the  support  of  one  or  more  native 
girls  to  be  educated  in  the  Christian  faith. 

For  the  encouragement  of  the  brethren  in  the  foreign  field, 
the  board,  at  its  late  meeting,  took  action,  permitting  them 
to  enter  into  fraternal  relations  with  the  "  Union  Church  of 
Christ  in  Japan,"  a  body  made  up  of  the  missions  of  the 
American  and  Scotch  Presbyterian  Churches,  and  of  the 
Relbrmed  Church  of  America  in  that  land.  By  thus  uniting 
with  these  sister  churches  in  practical  work,  our  two  mis- 
sionaries will  not  be  left  in  that  solitude,  which  is  so  depress- 
ing to  many  laborers  in  distant  countries,  and  will  be  the 
better  enabled  to  do  their  sjjecific  work. 

Mention  should  here  be  made  of  the  death  of  our  esteemed 
and  beloved  brother,  Rev.  Charles  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  vice- 
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president  of  the  board,  which  took  place  on  July  15th,  1883. 
This  brother  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  board,  attending  the  meetings  of  the  board,  even  when  in 
enfeebled  health,  and  seconding  all  the  judicious  efforts  which 
have  been  made  to  secure  for  our  church  a  representation  in 
the  foreign  field.  And  now  that  he  has  departed  from  us, 
may  the  Lord  graciously  raise  up  some  one  to  fill  his  place  in 
this  important  service. 

We  have  continued  our  contributions  to  the  support  of  Rev. 
J.  Hauser,  as  missionary  among  the  Winnebago  Indians,  in 
Wisconsin,  and  we  hope  that  this  branch  of  the  work  will  not 
be  overlooked  in  the  future.  According  to  the  terms  of  our 
charter,  four  ministers  and  two  elders  should  be  elected  by 
your  reverend  body  to  serve  in  the  board  for  six  years.  We 
hope  that  you  will  hold  suitable  anniversary  services  for  the 
cause  of  Foreign  Missions  during  your  present  sessions. 

In  looking  over  the  work  of  the  past  six  years,  we  find 
abundant  room  for  encouragement  for  the  future.  We  now 
have  two  missionary  families  in  the  field ;  we  own  an  excel- 
lent missionary  residence  in  Tokio,  and  we  have,  we  hope,  a 
share  in  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm,  which  should  be  character- 
istic of  the  Church  at  home.  There  is  encouragement  in  the 
fact  that  the  contributions  during  the  last  six  years  have 
replenished  the  treasury  to  such  an  extent  that  it  has  been 
with  us,  as  with  the  widow  of  Zarephath,  whose  barrel  of 
meal  wasted  not,  neither  did  the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  according  to 
the  Word  of  the  Lord.  The  $5,296  with  which  we  began 
active  operations  six  years  ago  have  not  yet  been  reduced 
one-half,  though  the  missionaries  have  been  sent  forth  and 
maintained. 

Finally  we  ask  the  views  of  the  synod  regarding  the  pub- 
lishing interests  undertaken  by  the  senior  missionary,  and 
also  regarding  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  suitable  building 
in  Tokio  for  school  and  church  purposes,  and  the  sending 
forth  of  two  lady  missionaries,  or  if  deemed  best  instead,  to 
send  out  another  missionary  family. 

Respectfully  submitted 

DAVID  VAN  HORNE,  President. 

2.     Report  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Foreign  Missi<ons. 
Rudolph  F.    Kelker,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
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sioners  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  duly  submitted  his  report,  which  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions, 
and  subsequently  adopted.  Then,  in  view  of  its  great  length, 
though  it  was  admitted  to  be  possessed  of  interest  and  import- 
ance, some  objection  was  raised  in  regard  to  embodying  it  in 
the  printed  minutes,  and,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions  be  not  published  in 
the  minutes  in  its  details,  but  only  a  brief  summary  of  the 
amount  of  the  receipts  and  the  expenditures  be  given. 

In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  the  following  is  given 

as  a 

Summary  of  the  Report : 

1881.  OR. 

May  4,  To  balance  in  the  treasurer's  hands ?3,350  48 

"  cash  received  from  all  sources,  including  contributions 
from  individuals,  congregations,  pastoral  charges, 
missionary  societies,  Sunday-schools,  classes,  &c.,  dur- 
ing the  past  three  years,  ending  May  6th,  1884 17,291  31 

Total $20,641  79 

CR. 
By  moneys  paid  out  during  the  intervening  three  years  past, 

ending  May  6,  1884,  namely  : 
By  cash  to  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring  for  services  and  varions  nec- 
essary expenses ?9,.533  00 

"    cash  to  Rev.  J.  P.   Moore  for  outfit,  traveling  and  other 

expenses  and  services 2,778  22 

"    cash  to  Rev.  L.  Zenk,  Treasurer,  Sheboygan  Classes,  for 

Indian  Mission 317  50 

"    cash  to  Lane  S.  Hart  for  7,900  Mission  House  Certili- 

cates 312  00 

"    cash  for  200  copies  of  "Gospel  in  all  Lands" 24  00 

"    cash  for  printing  First  Triennial  Report  of  Board,  <fec  . .     306  00 

"    cash  for  Corporate  Seal  for  the  Board 4  00 

"  cash  to  Rev.  Dr.  Thos.  S.  Johnston,  salary  as  secretary. .  275  00 
"  cash  to  members  of  board  for  traveling  expenses,  &c..  203  98 
"    cash  to  R.  F.  Kelker  for  stationary,  postage,   mailing, 

expressage,  &c.,  being  actual  expenses 82  49 

"    cash  for  sundry  incidental  expenses 15  10 

13,751  89 

"    cash  loan  on  promissory  note  to  Kelker  Bros.  Brinker 

legacy 1,609  83 

"    cash  loan  to  Henry  A.  Kelker  on  demand  note 2,000  00 

3,609  83 

"    balance  on  hand  in  Bank,  May  6th,  1884 3,280  07 

Total ?20,641  79 

INVESTED  FUNDS. 

Sarah  Brinker  legacy   $1,609  S3 

Adelaide  R.  Dechant  legacy 100  00 

$1,709  83 
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Appended  to  the  report,  which  was  signed  "  Rudolph  F. 
Kelker,  Treasurer,"  and  dated  "Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  6, 1884," 
was  the  following  statement  of  the  auditing  committee  : 

We  the  undersigned,  the  committee  appointed  to  audit  the 
account  of  Rudolph  F,  Kelker,  Treasurer,  as  above  stated,  do 
hereby  certify  that  we  have  tiiis  day  examined  the  same,  and 
find  it  correct,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  in  cash  in  his  hands 
of  $3,280.07.  Witness  our  hands,  at  Harrisburg,  this  sixth 
day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1884. 

G.  S.  GRIFFITH. 
Wm.  H.  SEIBERT. 

Committee. 


IV.    Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  with 
the  reports  of  the  board  and  that  of  its  treasurer,  adopted  : 

Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  respectfully  beg  leave 
to  present  their  report : 

They  have  had  referred  to  them  two  papers,  viz  :  The 
reports  of  the  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  which  were  adopted  by  the  board,  and  pre- 
sented by  them  to  the  General  Synod  as  their  triennial  report. 
From  these  we  glean  the  following  gratifying  information  in 
reference  to  our  mission  work  in  Japan  for  the  last  three 
years : 

Rev.  Ambrose  D.  Gring  has  acquired  such  knowledge  of  the 
language  as  enables  him  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  to  give  cate- 
chetical instruction,  and  conduct  devotional  services  among 
the  natives  in  their  own  tongue.  He  has  published  an  edition 
of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  in  the  Japanese  colloquial,  and 
is  about  completing  a  Manual  or  Dictionary  which  he  claims 
will  lessen  the  time  of  all  students  in  acquiring  the  language 
by  at  least  one  year.  This  work  will  be  of  immense  advantage 
to  all  newly  appointed  missionaries  in  the  future.  He  desires 
pecuniary  assistance  from  the  board  in  his  publishing  enter- 
prises, especially  in  reference  to  the  publishing  of  the  cate- 
chism in  the  colloquial,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  furnish  it 
to  the  masses  at  a  low  figure. 


64 

As  the  first  fruits  of  our  mission  the  missionary  reports  that 
he  expects  to  baptize  and  confirm  eight  converts  on  April 
27th,  and  receive  five  by  letter,  which  will  enable  him  to 
organize  our  first  congregation  in  Japan.  In  May,  1883,  Rev. 
J^irus  P.  Moore  was  elected,  and  commissioned  as  a  mis- 
sionary to  Japan.  He  and  his  wife  landed  in  due  time,  and 
are  now  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  language,  and  such  mis- 
sion work  as  they  can  perform.  The  two  missionary  families 
are  working  harmoniously,  and  both  publicly  and  privately 
with  cheering  success.  The  Church  has  been  very  fortunate 
in  her  selection,  both  of  the  field  and  the  laborers,  and  the 
Divine  approval  is  manifest  to  all. 

From  the  treasurer's  report  we  learn  that  there  is  a  balance 
in  the  treasury  of  $3,280.07,  and  invested  funds  amounting  to 
$1,709.83.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  funds  have  flowed 
into  the  treasury  as  they  were  needed,  and  have  been  ample 
to  meet  all  our  obligations. 

The  mission,  by  action  of  the  board,  has  been  allowed  to 
form  an  alliance  with  other  missions  for  practical  church 
work,  which  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  it,  and  not  in  any 
way  affect  its  denominational  status.  The  work  among  the 
Winnebago  Indians,  under  the  care  of  the  Sheboygan  Classis, 
is  represented  as  being  hopeful,  and  the  missionary,  Rev.  J. 
Hauser,  is  encouraged. 

The  board  requests  the  counsel  and  advice  of  the  General 
Synod  upon  the  following  items : 

Item  1.  In  reference  to  the  publishing  interests  under- 
taken by  the  senior  missionary. 

Item  2.  The  expediency  of  erecting  suitable  buildings  for 
church  and  school  purposes. 

Item  3.  The  sending  out  of  two  lady  missionaries,  and  an 
additional  missionary  family. 

The  following  action  is  proposed  by  your  committee  : 

Resolved^  That  we  hereby  record  our  gratitude  to  Almighty 
God,  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  he  has  so  signally 
blessed  and  aided  our  missionaries  in  establishing  our  mission 
in  Japan. 

Resolved.,  That  the  work  of  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring  in  preparing 
and  publishing  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  in  the  Japanese 
colloquial,  and  also  a  Manual  or  Dictionary  of  the  language 
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is  hereby  approved,  and  the  board  be  authorized  to  supply 
the  pecuniary  assistance  he  requires  to  complete  his  work. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  aggressive 
movements  of  the  board,  and  urge  it  to  go  forward  in  the 
erection  of  all  suitable  buildings  ibr  church  and  school  pur- 
poses in  the  foreign  field. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  take  measures  to  obtain  and  send 
out  two  ladies  and  another  missionary  family,  to  reinforce 
our  missions  as  soon  as,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  the  way 
may  be  open. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  be  authorized  to  make  earnest 
efforts  to  secure  a  more  perfect  organization  throughout  the 
Church,  so  that  all  our  members  may  be  enlisted,  and  become 
co-workers  in  the  work  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  furnish  the  Church  with  the 
information  received  from  Japan,  through  the  papers  and 
periodicals  of  the  Church,  or  in  any  other  way  it  may  see 
proper,  and  that  it  be  directed  to  send  annual  reports  to  all 
the  district  synods. 

Resolved,  That  we  enjoin  upon  all  the  synods,  classes,  con- 
sistories, and  congregations  of  the  Church,  to  remember  the 
cause  of  Foreign  Missions  in  their  prayers  and  offerings, 
and  that  an  earnest  effort  be  made  throughout  the  whole 
Church  during  the  next  three  years  to  greatly  increase  our 
contributions  for  that  purpose. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  S.  JOHNSTON,  Chairman. 

V.    Programme  for  Foreign  Mission  Services. 

On  motion,  the  following  programme  for  services  in  the 
interest  of  Foreign  Missions  was  adopted  by  the  synod : 

1.  Invocation. 

2.  Singing. 

3.  Reading  of  a  portion  of  Scripture. 

4.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Berleman. 

5.  Singing. 

6.  Address  by  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  Secretary. 

7.  Singing,  followed  by  taking  a  collection. 

8.  Address  by  Rev.  John  H.  Prugh. 

9.  Voluntary  remarks  by  members  of  synod  not  to  exceed 
five  minutes. 
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10.    Doxology  and  benediction. 

The  services  were  observed  according  to  the  programme  on 
Monday  evening,  May  12th,  being  of  a  very  spirited  and  inter- 
esting character,  and  resulting  in  contributions  for  the  cause 
of  Foreign  Missions,  in  the  form  of  cash,  subscriptions,  and 
pledges,  to  the  amount  of  about  $800. 


VI.    Election  of  Boards  of  Missions. 

1.  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Rev.  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  President.,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
Rev.  Edmund  R.  Eschbach  D.  D.,  Secretary.,  Frederick,  Md 
Mr.  Charles  Santee,  Treasurer.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1887. 
Rev.  Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D.       Rev.  John  H.  Klein,  D.  D. 
'^    George  Wolff,  D.  D.  Elder  William  D.  Gross 

"     Geo.  W.  Williard,  D.  D.       "      Charles  Santee. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1890. 
Rev.  Ed.  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.    Rev.  John  W.  Love 
"     F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.         Elder  Hiram  C.  Hoover 
'"    John  A.  Peters  ''      Christian  M.  Boush. 

2.  Board  of  Foreign  Mission. 

Rev.  David  Van  Home,  D.  D.,  President.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Rev.  Thomas  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  Secretary.,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Esq.,  Treasurer.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1887. 

Rev.  Benj.  Bausman,  D.  D.      Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D. 
'^    Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.  Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kelker 
"     Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D.  "      Goldsborough  S.  Griffith. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1890. 

Rev.  Thos.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.    Rev.  Adam  C.  Whitmer 
''    David"  Van  Home,  D.  D.   Elder  William  H.  Seibert 
"     Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.D.      "       Benjamin  Kuhns. 


VII.    Report  on  the  Gelbach  Church  Extension  Debt. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  aiternoon  session  on  the  third  day  (Friday)  of  the 
sessions,  reported  in  item  15  that  the    Stated    Clerk    was 
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directed  to  prepare  and  forward  to  each  delinquent  synod  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  arrearages  due  from  each  on 
Gelbach's  claim  of  the  church  extention  debt.  The  following 
report  was  received  and  adopted  : 

In  accordance  with  the  instruction  of  the  last  General 
Synod  (Minutes,  1881,  page  108),  I  would  report  that  an 
investigation  has  been  made  in  regard  to  the  Gelbach  Church 
Extension  debt,  and  after  some  correspondence  with  the 
treasurers  of  the  district  synods  the  following  facts  were 
developed : 

In  1872  the  Church  Extension  debt  amounted  to  $1,143.66, 
and  this  amount  the  General  Synod  in  the  same  year  ordered 
to  be  apportioned  according  to  the  membership  of  the  several 
district  synods.  This  apportionment,  because  of  some  over- 
sight, was  not  made  during  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod 
in  1872,  but  by  the  district  synods  in  1874,  mainly  through  the 
instigation  of  the  stated  clerks  of  the  synods,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  direction  of  the  General  Synod. 

There  appears  a  little  variation  in  the  amounts  apportioned 
by  the  several  synods,  but  the  following  apportionment  is 
perhaps  the  most  nearly  correct,  namely:  Synod  in  the 
United  States,  $543;  Ohio  Synod,  $175;  Synod  of  the  North- 
west. $105;  Pittsburgh  Synod,  $88,  and  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  $232. 

The  facts  in  regard  to  the  amounts  paid  and  owing  by  the 
several  synods  seem  to  be  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Ohio  Synod  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  have 
paid  their  apportionments  in  full. 

2.  The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  according  to  its  minutes  (1874,  page  43,  1878,  page  38, 
and  1883,  page  48),  has  paid  $301.51,  and  owes  a  balance  of 
$243.49,  as  appears  from  the  following  tabular  statement : 


Classes. 

Appor't. 

Paid. 

Due. 

East  Pennsylvania, 

$100  00 

.$  50  00 

.$  50  00 

Lebanon, 

75  00 

75  00 

Philadelphia, 

60  00 

60  00 

Goshenhoppen, 

.35  00 

28  00 

7  00 

Tohickon, 

35  00 

35  00 

New  York, 

25  00 

25  00 

Lancaster, 

50  00 

50  00 

East  Susquehanna, 

80  00 

80  ai 

AVest  Susquehanna, 

60  00 

48  51 

11  49 

German  Philadelphia. 

25  00 

25  00 

$545  00  •     $301  51  $243  49 
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The  $50  credited  to  East  Pennsj^lvania  Classis  were  paid 
by  Lehigh  Classis  as  its  portion  since  the  division  of  the  old 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 

3,  The  Pittsburgh  Synod,  whose  apportionment  was  $88, 
has  paid  $15  per  Allegheny  Classis,  and  therefore  owes  $73. 

4,  The  Synod  of  the  Northwest  had  the  matter  under  con- 
sideration during  its  annual  meeting  in  1873,  and  after  some 
discussion  laid  it  on  the  table.  It  rested  thus  until  its  annual 
meeting  at  Gallon,  in  1879,  when  it  was  again  brought  to  its 
attention  through  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  and 
after  further  discussion  the  synod  adopted  this"  action  : 

"  Resolved^  That  this  item  has  already  been  disposed  of." 
From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  Synod  of  the  North- 
west has  not  paid  the  amount  ($105)  apportioned  to  it.  (See 
its  Minutes,  1873,  page  11,  and  12,  and  1879,  page  10.) 

As  this  particular  claim  or  church  extension  debt  has  been 
before  the  church  for  about  twelve  years,  it  is  very  desirable 
that  proper  measures  be  adopted  and  enforced  to   secure  a 
speedy  and  final  settlement  of  the  whole  matter. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Cleric. 

In  connection  with  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  report,  the 
following  resolution,  after  being  discussed  and  amended,  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Resolved.,  That  the  arrearages  of  the  delinquent  synods  in 
the  matter  of  the  church  extention  indebtedness  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  instruction  to  add  the 
arrearages  of  each  delinquent  synod  to  the  apportionment  to 
be  made  during  the  present  synod  with  interest  on  such 
arrearages  from  October  1st,  1875,  until  paid. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

BENEVOLENT  AND  RELIGIOUS  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  following  reports  were  considered  by  General  Synod : 

I.    Orphans'  Homes. 

1.     Report  of  Directors  of   Orphans''   Homes  of  General 

Synod. 

There  was  no  report-  received  from  the  directors. 


2.     Report  of  Board  of  Bethany  Orx>hans'  Home. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  : — In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  the 
undersigned  respectfully  present  to  your  reverend  body  the 
following  statement : 

As  is  known  to  the  members  of  this  General  Synod,  since 
its  last  meeting,  held  in  Titfin,  Ohio,  the  main  building  of 
your  Home  was  destroyed  by  tire.  On  the  night  of  Novem- 
ber 11th,  1882,  the  large  brick  structure,  with  nearly  all  its 
furniture,  clothing,  &c.,  was,  in  a  few  hours,  reduced  to  a 
heap  of  ruins.  The  angels  of  God  took  charge  of  all  the  little 
ones,  and  secured  them  from  the  flames.  Fortunately  an 
insurance  of  .$12,400  covered  a  large  part  of  the  loss.  In  a 
little  more  than  a  year  a  larger  and  far  more  durable  and  com- 
modious building  was  erected  and  dedicated.  Including  the 
furniture,  steam  heating  apparatus,  &c.,  the  whole  cost  about 
$30,000. 

The  sudden  destruction  of  our  Home,  and  the  silent  appeal 
of  from  sixty  to  seventy  fatherless  children  on  the  threshold 
of  winter,  with  little  clothing,  but  much  faith,  sadly  viewing 
their  home  in  ashes — all  this  touched  a  tender  chord  in  the 
hearts  of  God's  people.  While  the  charred  timber  of  the 
building  was  still  smoking,  questions  and  requests  poured  in 
upon  us  by  mail  and  telegraph :  What  do  you  need  first? 
Quickly  tell  us  your  wants?  Such  a  wealth  of  warm-hearted 
charity,  in  the  form  of  clothing,  provisions,  and  money,  has 
rarely  been  witnessed  in  the  Reformed  Church.  For  a  season 
the  sympathy  provoked  by  the  fire  diverted  the  offerings 
usually  given  for  current  expenses  to  the  building  fund,  which 
gave  rise  to  a  floating  debt  for  the  latter.  With  the  help  of 
two  legacies  received  lately,  this  debt  can  now  be  paid. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  seven  bequests 
have  been  left  to  the  Home,  varying  from  $200  to  $1,000.  It 
is  encouraging  to  notice  an  increasing  number  of  people  who 
remember  not  only  Orphans'  Homes,  but  other  important 
interests  of  the  Church  in  their  wills. 

During  the  three  years  i^ast  not  a  single  death  has  occurred 
in  the  Home,  and  but  few  cases  of  serious  illness.  During 
this  period  24  orphans  have  been  confirmed  by  the  superin- 
tendent   There  are  at  present  sixty  orphans  in  the  institu- 
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tion.  With  our  commodious  building  we  desire  to  increase 
the  number  to  at  least  one  hundred,  and,  if  onr  means  war- 
rant it,  to  more.  The  board  herewith  heartily  thanks  the 
many  good  people  of  the  Reformed  Church  for  the  help  they 
have  given  this  Home  during  the  more  than  twenty  years  of 
its  existence.  To  their  kindly  sympathy  and  support,  and 
above  all  to  the  care  of  the  Father  of  the  fatherless,  who  has 
so  tenderly  watched  over  it  in  the  past,  we  commit  it  in  the 
future.  Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  BAUSMAN,  President. 
D.  B.  ALBRIGHT,  Secretary. 


3,     Report  of  Board  of  St.  PauVs  Orphans'  Home. 

Fathers  and  Brethren: — The  Board  of  Directors  of  St. 
Paul's  Orphan  Home,  through  its  secretary,  would  lay  before 
your  reverend  body  the  following  statement: 

The  home  is  in  an  excellent  condition ;  its  location  is 
health}'- ;  its  surroundings  are  beautiful,  and  its  management 
is  of  the  ver}'^  best  order. 

The  health  of  the  home  has  been  good.  But  one  death  oc- 
curred since  our  last  report. 

The  home  is  taking  a  strong  hold  upon  God's  people,  and 
its  efficiency  is  daily  increasing.  It  has  had  under  its  care 
fifty  orphans  during  the  past  three  years.  Its  present  num- 
ber is  thirty-six,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  church  orphans. 

The  home  aims  to  take  in,  especially  little  ones,  beginning 
as  low  down  as  three  and  four  years,  and  after  having  trained 
them  until  they  reach  the  age  of  from  thirteen  to  fifteen 
years,  indenture  them  into  good  Christian  families  where 
they  cannot  only  support  themselves,  but  become  more  fully 
qualified  for  man  and  womanhood. 

The  home  publishes  a  monthly  paper  which  affords,  a  few 
boys,  a  fine  opportunity  for  learning  a  good  trade.  The  girls 
are  taught  to  cook  and  do  general  housework,  and  before  leav- 
ing are  also  taught  tailoring  and  mantaumaking.  It  has  been, 
however,  thought  best  to  place  the  children  early  in  good 
families  and  depend  rather  upon  hired  help  to  do  the  work. 

The  school  is  in  a  good  condition  and  the  children  are  mak- 
ing commendable  progress  in  their  studies. 

During  the  past  two  years  quite  a  number  of  repairs  and 
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improvements  have  been  made  to  the  house,  the  expenses  of 
which  have  all  been  met  except  those  incurred  in  the  build- 
ing of  a  new  wing.  This  amounted  to  three  thousand  dollars. 
A  contract  has  also  lately  been  made  for  the  completion  of 
the  third  story  of  the  main  building  and  other  repairs  which 
will  amount  to  two  thousand  dollars  more,  thus  making  five 
thousand  dollars  which  have  not  yet  been  provided  for. 

Nearly  two  years  since,  the  superintendent,  Rev.  T.  F. 
StaufFer,  resigned,  and  the  Rev.  P.  C.  Prugh,  from  Ohio,  was 
elected  in  his  place,  under  whose  administration  the  home 
has  greatly  prospered. 

The  Lord,  by  his  spirit,  move  upon  the  hearts  of  pastors, 
people  and  Sunday-school  children  to  make  ample  provision 
for  the  necessary  care  and  religious  training  of  his  own 
orphan  children.        Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  J.  CRAIG,  Secretary, 


4.     Rejwrt  of  Board  of  Orphans'  Home  at  Fort  Wayne. 

To  the  Reverend  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 

the  United  States : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren — The  Board  of  the  Orphans' 
Home  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest 
and  the  Central  Synod,  beg  leave  to  bring  before  this  General 
Synod  the  following  report  of  the  orphans'  home,  established 
by  the  two  western  German  synods,  near  the  city  of  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind. 

According  to  the  request  and  instruction  given  by  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  at  its  meeting  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1878,  the  German  church  of  the  West  took  favorable 
notice  of  synod's  action  and  created  a  committee  to  take  this 
matter  in  hand  and  to  seek  a  favorable  opportunity,  which 
the  providence  of  God  might  open  before  us,  to  establish  an 
orphans'  home  for  the  western  church.  Feeling  not  only  the 
necessity  of  such  an  institution,  but  also  the  great  responsi- 
bility and  sacrifices  connected  with  such  a  great  undertaking, 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  committee  in  whose  hands  the  sub- 
ject was  intrusted,  to  look  out  for  some  tangible  indications 
of  God's  will  and  direction. 

We  gave  public  notice  of  the  intention  of  our  synods  to 
found  a  home  for  the  fatherless  and  asked  for  proposals  from 
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individuals  and  churches  as  to  where  to  locate  the  home. 
We  received  a  number  of  invitations,  and  very  favorable  of- 
fers from  various  locations,  from  which  we  were  led  to  con- 
clude that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  much  desired  pro- 
ject was  to  be  realized.  After  the  organization  of  the  Cen- 
tral Synod,  a  Board  of  Orphans'  Home  was  jointly  elected 
by  the  two  western  German  synods  and  instructions  given  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  establish  an  orphans'  home  under 
the  direction  of  the  two  synods.  According  to  this  instruction 
the  board  selected  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana,  as  the  most  suitable 
locality  for  such  an  institution  :  First,  because  Ft.  Wayne  is 
geographically  a  very  convenient  place  for  the  two  synods  ; 
and  secondly,  the  two  German  churches  of  that  city  and  the 
citizens  in  general  gave  us  very  encouraging  promises  of  ma- 
terial aid  in  case  we  would  choose  Ft.  Wayne  as  the  place  for 
the  home.  The  officers  of  the  board  visited  Ft.  Wayne  in  the 
early  spring  of  1883  and  agreed  to  recommend  that  city  to 
the  board.  At  its  meeting  in  Cleveland  in  April,  1883,  the 
board  resolved  to  secure  a  tract  of  land  which  was  offered  to 
us  at  a  very  reasonable  price.  The  officers  were  instructed  to 
purchase  a  tract  of  land  of  fifty-seven  acres,  two  miles  from 
the  court-house,  with  a  good  and  commodious  dwelling  house 
and  the  necessary  outbuildings  for  the  sum  of  seven  thousand 
dollars,  which  is  now  secured  by  the  board  and  on  which 
nearly  two  thousand  dollars  are  paid.  The  land  is  a  beauti- 
ful site,  elevatedly  located  on  one  of  the  best  gravel  pikes  in 
that  part  of  Indiana,  and  has  all  the  qualities  for  good  garden- 
ing and  pasturing  purposes. 

In  the  month  of  July  of  1883,  the  board  resolved  to  erect  a 
suitable  building  on  a  beautiful  elevation  of  the  land  and  ap- 
pointed a  building  committee  to  secure  plans  and  specifica- 
tions for  such  building,  and  in  September  of  that  year  we 
gave  out  the  contract  for  the  same.  The  building  is  '79  by  40 
feet,  two  stories  high,  and  a  basement  of  eight  feet  high,  and 
will  cost  $7,000. 

It  is  now  under  roof  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by 
next  September,  and  will  be  dedicated  and  formerly  opened 
by  the  two  sjaiods,  meeting  in  October,  188J-. 

In  the  person  of  Rev.  John  Rettig,  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  in  Indianapolis,  the  board  elected  a  housefather  or 
superintendent  of  the  home,  who  took  charge  of  the  institu- 
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tion  on  the  1st  of  November,  1883,  occupying  the  dwelling 
house  on  the  farm,  with  five  orphans  during  the  winter.  He 
is  now  busily  engaged  in  cultivating  the  land  and  grading  the 
surroundings  of  the  new  building. 

The  board  is  incorporated  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Indiana,  and  the  beautiful  and  valuably  property  is  legally 
secured  to  the  church.  We  rejoice  in  the  great  success  we 
have  had  in  this  noble  enterprise  so  far.  Our  churches  and 
Sabbath-schools  and  benevolent  friends  of  the  homeless  have 
gladdened  our  hearts  with  their  free-will  oflerings  for  the  or- 
phan home  in  Ft.  Wayne. 

Lately  the  superintendent  has  received  eight  orphans  more, 
so  that  we  now  have  thirteen  in  our  home,  all  that  we  can  enter- 
tain under  the  present  circumstances,  until  the  new  building 
will  be  completed,  when  there  will  be  room  for  about  filty 
children.  We  were  obliged  to  advise  a  number  of  applicants 
to  wait  for  their  admission  into  our  home  until  fall,  when  the 
new  building  will  be  finished ;  and  we  have  so  far  learned,  that 
there  is  a  great  and  pressing  want  for  such  a  home  in  the 
West,  and  that  the  church  is  called  to  do  the  work  of  the 
Lord  in  securing  a  home  for  the  homeless,  and  feeding  thus 
the  Lord's  lambs. 

In  regard  to  our  finances,  we  have  had  great  success,  and 
pur  expectations  have  been  more  than  realized,  so  far  as  the 
liberality  of  the  churches  within  the  bounds  of  the  two  west- 
ern German  synods  is  concerned.  The  sums  contributed  and 
subscribed  to  our  home  amount  to  upwards  of  eight  thou- 
sand dollars,  of  which  the  two  German  Reformed  churches  of 
Ft.  Wayne  and  the  citizens  in  general  have  made  up  nearly 
$4,000. 

The  property  of  the  home  with  the  buildings  and  improve- 
ments of  the  farm  and  other  outfits  necessary  with  such  an 
institution,  will  cost  no  less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars,  yo 
that  about  $12,000  have  yet  to  be  secured  in  order  to  make 
our  home  free  of  all  incumbrances. 

We  therefore  call  upon  this  General  Synod  to  come  to  our 
aid,  by  recommending  this  enterprise  to  the  favorable  notice 
of  all  the  Reformed  churches,  East  and  West,  as  an  object 
worthy  of  their  prayers  and  contributions. 
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In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Orphans'  Home  of  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.  JOHN  H.  KLEIN,  President. 

CHARLES  SCHAAF,  Secretary. 


III.    Report  of  Committee  on  Orphans'  Homes. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Orphans'  Homes  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  with  the  pre- 
ceding reports,  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Orphans'  Homes  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  they  have  before  them  pretty  full  and  satisfactory 
statements  or  reports  from  all  the  recognized  homes  within 
the  bounds  of  the  General  Synod,  namely,  the  Bethany  Home, 
at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  the  St.  Paul's,  at  Butler,  Pa.,  and  the  one 
recently  organized  and  located  near  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana. 

From  these  several  reports,  which  we  herewith  hand  over 
to  the  synod,  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  all  these  institu- 
tions are  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition,  both  finan- 
cially and  as  regards  practical  etficiency.  Under  the  blessing 
of  God  they  are  successfully  prosecuting  the  benevolent  work 
assigned  them.  The  present  number  of  children  in  these  dif- 
ferent homes  is  one  hundred  and  nine.  The  buildings  are 
amply  sutficient  to  accommodate  twice  or  even  thrice  this 
number  of  orphans,  and  as  applications  for  admission  are  con- 
stantly coming  in,all  these  beautiful  homes  could  easily  be  filled 
up,  with  Christ's  little  ones,  to  their  utmost  capacity,  if  only 
the  pecuniary  means  necessary  for  their  support  were  at 
hand.  Hence  they  very  properly  appeal  to  us  for  this  need- 
ful help,  and  the  cause  of  the  poor  orphans  is  eminently 
worthy  of  our  Christian  sympathy,  encouragement  and  sup- 
port. The  work  of  caring  for  the  helpless  little  ones — the 
lambs  of  the  flock — is  a  service  of  the  highest  order — a  work 
in  which  the  Redeemer  himself  delighted.  The  social  and  re- 
ligious elevation  of  our  fallen  race,  especially  in  its  humbler 
and  more  neglected  aspects,  is  a  noble  work — grand,  Godlike, 
and  inspiring.  What  wonderful  things  have  been  already  ac- 
complished in  this  interesting  sphere  of  practical  benevolence 
and  Christian  charity.  What  multitudes  of  the  poor  and 
neglected  portions  of  our  race  have  been  rescued  from  sin  and 
ruin,  and  trained  for  usefulness  and  respectability — for  virtue, 
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for  happiness,  and  for  heaven!  As,  by  the  mysterious  work- 
ing of  a  very  simple  law,  ordained  by  the  great  Master- 
builder,  the  most  unseemly  things — the  common  sand  and 
dust  of  our  public  highways,  the  soot  from  our  stoves  and  fire- 
places, and  even  the  sweat,  brushi  d  from  the  collier's  soiled 
brow — are  transmuted  into  gems  and  precious  stones — the 
beautiful  diamond,  the  emerald,  and  of  the  glowing  ruby,  fit 
ornaments  for  a  victor's  crown — even  so,  also,  in  this  amiable 
sphere  of  Christian  charity  and  beneficence,  the  lowliest  and 
most  unpromising  elements — the  children  of  misfortune,  of 
X)overty  and  neglect,  are  by  the  transforming  power  of  a  sim- 
ple spiritual  element — "the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ 
Jesus" — renewed,  elevated  and  glorified,  and  thus  constituted 
children  of  God  and  heirs  of  eternal  life — meet  ornaments  for 
the  Redeemer's  crown ! 

In  this  blessed  work  and  ministry  of  mercy  among  Christ's 
little  ones,  it  is  our  allotted  privilege  to  take  part,  both  as  in- 
dividuals and  in  the  character  of  an  organized  body.  We, 
therefore,  most  earnestly  and  heartily  recommend  to  all  our 
churches — pastors,  and  people — this  interesting  and  blessed 
work  of  Christian  charity,  and  affectionately  urge  them  not 
only  to  foster  and  sustain  the  homes  which  we  already  have, 
but  also  to  aid  and  encourage,  by  their  cordial  co-operation, 
any  and  all  proper  efforts  to  get  up  additional  new  homes,  in- 
to which  our  many  uncared-for  little  ones  may  be  mercifully 
gathered  therein,  religiously  trained,  and  they  qualified  for 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  this  life  and  the  blessedness 
of  that  which  is  to  come. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  Y.  HEISLER,  Chairman. 


III.    Election  of  Board  of  Directors  on  Orphans'  Home. 
Member  whose  term  ex2)ires  May^  1887. 

Elder  William  F.  Hoffman. 

Memhers  whose  term  expires  May.,  1890. 

Rev.  Charles  F.  McCauley,  D.  D.  Elder  Andrew  H.  Baughman. 

Memhers  whose  term  expires  May.,  1893. 

Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.    Elder  William  D.  Gross. 
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ARTICLE  XV. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  attention  of  synod. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 
APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Pittsburg 
Synod,  during  the  morning  session  of  the  sixth  day  (Monday) 
of  the  sessions,  reported  in  item  2  that  an  appeal  had  been 
taken  by  Rev.  Francis  A.  Edmonds  from  the  action  of  said 
synod  in  regard  to  his  case.     On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
whether  said  appeal  is  in  order,  and  if  found  in  order  to  devise 
a  mode  of  hearing  said  appeal  before  this  body. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  John  M.  Titzel,  D.  D., 
Sebastian  C.  Goss,  Nathaniel  Z.  Snyder,  and  Elders  Lewis 
Kraemer  and  Jonathan  Sweisfort.  This  committee,  during 
the  afternoon  session  on  Monday,  submitted  tlie  following  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  appeal  of  Rev. 
F.  A.  Edmonds  from  the  decision  of  Pittsburgh  Synod  beg 
leave  to  report  that  on  examination  the  appeal  has  been 
found  to  be  in  order.  The  follovving  action  in  regard  to  it  is, 
therefore,  recommended : 

1.  That  the  appeal  be  heard  and  that  it  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Thursday  morning,  immediately  after  the  open- 
ing session  of  the  synod. 

2.  That  the  following  be  the  course  of  proceeding  in  the 
case: 

a.     The  reading  of  the  papers  pertaining  to  the  case. 

h.    Opening  of  the  case  hj  attorneys  of  the  appellant. 

c.  The  presentation  of  synod's  side  of  the  case  by  its  at- 
torneys. 

d.  Closing  of  the  case  by  the  attorneys  of  the  appellant. 

e.  Decision  of  the  case  by  the  synod. 

3.  That  the  attorneys  of  each  side  be  allowed  one  hour 
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and  a  quarter  to  present  their  case  and  that  they  be  allowed 
to  distribute  this  time  amony  themselves  as  they  may  choose. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  TITZEL, 
S.  C.  GOSS, 
N.  Z.  SNYDER, 
J.  SWEISFORT, 
L.  KRAEMER, 

Committee. 
At  the  time  proposed  in  the  report,  the  appeal  was  taken 
up,  and  continued  under  consideration  during  the  afternoon 
and  evening  sessions  on  Tuesday.  The  papers  in  the  case 
were  read.  The  appellant  was  heard  through  his  counsel, 
Elder  Christian  M.  Boush  and  Rev.  John  W.  Love,  in  support 
of  the  appeal ;  and  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  was  heard  in  reply 
by  its  counsel,  Elder  Thomas  J.  Craig  and  Rev.  John  H. 
Prugh.  The  synod  then  proceeded  to  vote  in  the  case  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  appeal  was  sustained  by  94  yeas  to  27  nays, 
1  no;i-liquit,  and  5  being  excused  from  voting,  as  follows : 

Yeas.  Ministers— 1! .  O.  Stem,  Dr.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  Dr.  B. 
Bausman,  Dr.  T.  S.  Johnston,  J.  H.  Sechler,  Dr.  D.  E.  Klopp, 
W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  J.  S.  Stahr,  R.  L.  Ger- 
hart.  Dr.  C.  Z.  Weiser,  F.  J.  Mohr,  N.  Z.  Snyder,  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs,  N.  S.  Strassburger,  T.  N.  Reber,  Dr.  I.  H.  Reiter,  A. 
Casselman,  A.  Henry,  S.  C.  Goss,  A.  E.  Baichly,  J.  J.  M.  Gru- 
ber,  Dr.  L.  H.  Kefauver,  J.  J.  Leberman,  M.  H.  Groh,  J.  F. 
Butler,  H.  Bair,  J.  H.  Buser,  J.  Steiner,  D.  J.  Greenwald,  C. 
F.  Kriete,  Dr.  J.  Bossard,  J.  F.  H.  Dieckman,  P.  Joerris,  M. 
Vitz,  E.  Erb,  W.  C.  B.  Shulenberger,  A.  Spangler,  R.  Smith, 
Dr.  G.  L.  Staley,  Dr.  E.  R  Eschbach,  J.  B.  Shontz,  Dr.  S.  N. 
Callender,  Dr.  G.  W.  Welker,  Dr.  J.  C.  Clapp.  H.  Hilbish,  D. 
U.  Wolft;  Dr.  J.  M.  Titzel,  F.  A.  Rupley,  J.  F.  Busche,  J.  B. 
Kniest,  Dr.  N.  Gehr,  Dr.  J.  Knelling,  Dr.  J.  H.  Klein,  Dr.  P. 
Greding,  M.  Treiber,  F.  Forwick,  Dr.  J.  Dahlman,  F.  Strass- 
ner,  J.  Bachman,  H.  I.  Stern. 

Elders — Hon.  J.  Laubach,  T.  T.  Miller,  P.  Laux,  I,  Kalbach, 
Hon.  H.  C.  Hoover,  J.  S.  Freeman,  W.  K.  Gresh,  C.  Gast,  J. 
Gorgas,  J.  Saybold,  Hon.  R.  K. -Bachman,  R.  H.  Kramm,  T. 
F.  Butz,  S.  Griesemer,  J.  B.  Childs.  H.  Stoner,  E.  Williard, 
J.  Suit,  F.  W.  Scheele,  J.  Byers,  G.  Warner,  J.  T.  Motter,  I. 
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H.  Keefer,  H.  Omwake,  S.  Crist,  J.  L.  Reifsnyder,  H.  Berge, 
W.  D.  Gross,  D.  Kornbau,  P.  C.  Zipp,  J.  G.  Raiser,  W.  Becker, 
H.  Schroer.     94. 

Nays.  Ministei's — J.  E.  Freeman,  Dr.  D.  Van  Home,  T,  J. 
Hacker,  W.  C.  Schaeffer,  W.  H.  Groh,  L.  K.  Evans,  Dr.  H.  M. 
Herman,  F.  Wetzel,  J.  F.  Wiant,  C.  U.  Heilman,  C.  Cort,  S.  L. 
Whitmore. 

Elders — L.  Kraemer,  D.  Shepp,  P.  Burkey,  C.  C.  Leader,  L. 
S.  Heller,  S.  S.  Weaver,  J.  F.  Kemp,  I.  H.  Frank,  F.  Bolender, 
J.  Korb,  S.  Dutrow,  J.  U.  Cost,  J.  M.  Shoemaker,  C.  Vogt  and 
C.  Uthbrock.     27. 

NoN-LiQUiT. — Rev.  Dr.  F.  W.  Kremer.     1. 

Excused  from  Voting. — Rev,  J.  C.  Hauser.  Elders — Prof. 
W.  Moyer,  R.  Bell,  R.  Baerger  and  A.  Mohr.     5. 


ARTICLE  XVH. 
COMPLAINTS. 
Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  attention  of  synod. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

Report  of  Liturgical  Commission  and  Action  thereon. 

During  the  morning  session  of  third  day  the  (Friday)  of  the 
sessions,  the  Liturgical  Commission,  whose  appointment  is 
referred  to  in  item  7  of  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  obtained  permission  to  submit 
their  report,  which  was  received,  and,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  subject  of  the  report  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  three  o'clock  this  (Friday)  afternoon,  and  that 
meanwhile  the  printed  copies  of  the  Liturgy  may  be  sold  by 
the  treasurer  to  those  wishing  them  at  sixty  cents  per  copy. 

At  the  appointed  time,  as  the  order  of  the  day,  the  report  of 
the  Liturgical  Commission  was  considered,  and  after  a  motion 
to  adopt  and  a  substitute  therefor  were  discussed,  on  motion, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed  as  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

At  the  time  designated,  fclie  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  resumed,  and  after  the  substitute  (for  the  motion  to 
adopt)  was  discussed,  it  was,  on  motion, 
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Resolved^  That  tlie  report  be  recommitted  with  the  request 
that  in  the  final  resolution  of  the  report  this  one  change  be 
made,  namely,  that  the  word  approval  be  substituted  for  the 
word  "  adoption." 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session  on  Monday, 
the  Liturgical  Commission  again  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received,  and,  the  ordered  change  having  been  made,  dis- 
posed of  by  the  adoption  of  the  substitute,  namely : 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  Liturgical  Commission  be 
adopted,  and  the  Directory  of  Worship  prepared  by  them 
approved,  and  that  the  work  be  referred  to  the  classes  for 
approval  or  rejection. 

The  report  of  the  Liturgical  Commission  as  amended  and 
adopted  by  the  General  Synod  at  Baltimore,  May  12th,  1884, 
is  as  follows : 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 

States : 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren  : — The  Liturgical  Commis- 
sion would  very  respectfully  report  the  final  result  of  its  labors 
to  your  body,  in  pursuance  of  the  action  taken  by  the  last 
General  Synod  in  Triennial  Convention  assembled  in  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  May,  1881,  to-wit :  "  Inasmuch  as  abundant  material  is 
at  hand  for  the  preparation  of  a  Liturgy  or  Directory  of  Wor- 
ship, suitable  to  the  demands  of  the  case  and  wants  of  the 
Church ;  and  whereas,  for  divers  reasons,  suggested  in  part,  by 
the  terms  of  the  peace  measures  adopted  by  this  synod,  it  is 
very  desirable  that  this  want  be  as  speedily  provided  for  as 
possible ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  this  synod  appoints  the  members  of  the 
Peace  Commission  a  committee,  and  that  this  committee  be 
directed  to  enter  at  once  on  the  work  assigned,  and  if  practi- 
cable, to  complete  it  within  one  year,  and  when  completed,  to 
report  the  fact  to  the  president  of  synod,  who  shall  be  author- 
ized to  convene  it  in  special  session,  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing and  acting  upon  the  proposed  new  Liturgy." 

The  Commission  begs,  first  of  all,  to  recite  the  history  of  its 
course  and  deliberations.  Its  organization  was  effected  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  General  Synod  of  1881,  by  electing  the 
officers  of  the  Peace  Commission,  its  own.  A  subordinate 
committee  of  nine  was  appointed,  to  whom  was  assigned  the 
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task  of  preparing  the  proposed  Directory,  and  of  submitting 
the  same  to  the  General  Commission  for  review. 

The  said  snb-committee  consisted  of: — Rev.  T.  G.  Apple, 
D.  D.,  Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa.; 
Rev.  J.  H.  Good,  D.  D.,  Professor  in  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary, Tiffin,  Ohio ;  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  English  Sec- 
retary, of  the  Peace  Commission ;  Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel,  D.  D., 
Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  Knelling,  D.  D.,  Rev.  P. 
Greding,  D.  D.,  Hon.  L.  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  and  Rev.  C.  Z. 
Weiser,  D.  D.,  President  of  the  Liturgical  Commisson. 

This  committee  held  a  preliminary  meeting  prior  to  the 
adjournment  of  General  Synod,  Ma}^  27th,  1881,  in  the  First 
Reformed  Church,  Tiffin,  Ohio. 

The  president  of  the  former  Peace  Commission  was  chosen 
chairman  of  the  committee,  and  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D..^ 
was  elected  its  secretary  j^ro  temjyore. 

A  second  meeting  was  held  November  17th,  1881,  in  the 
Evangelical  Reformed  Church,  Frederick  City,  Md. 

The  work  assigned  to  the  committee  was  now  formally  and 
earnestly  entered  upon.  Its  sessions  were  continued  over 
three  days,  morning,  noon,  and  night.  At  this  stage  of  its 
proceedings,  the  Hon.  L.  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  was  elected  its 
stated  clerk. 

A  third  meeting  was  held  April  25th,  1882,  in  the  First 
Reformed  Church,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  also  of  three  days'  duration. 

The  forms  for  the  several  offices  of  worship  were  then 
assigned  to  individuals  of  the  committee  for  deliberation  and 
preparation  in  private. 

A  fourth  meeting  was  held  August  8th,  1882,  in  Christ 
Reformed  Church,  Altoona,  Pa.  Here  three  days  were  again 
occupied  in  the  important  work. 

A  final  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  November  20th, 
1883,  in  the  First  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  when 
and  where,  after  three  days  of  deliberation,  the  committee 
completed  its  work. 

The  Liturgical  Commission  was  then  convened,  at  the  call 
of  the  president,  to  hear  and  act  upon  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  nine,  November  23d,  1883,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

The  commission  sat  during  four  days,  and  after  a  careful 
and  prayerful  review  of  the  committee's  report,  both  in  its 
details  and  entirety,  unanimously 
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Resolved,  That  the  Directory  of  Worship,  as  prepared  by 
the  committee  of  nine,  and  subsequently  amended  by  the 
commission,  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  for  approval  by 
your  reverend  body. 

The  commission  claims  to  have  been  controlled  and  guided 
during  all  its  deliberations  by  the  rubric  laid  down  for  it,  by 
the  General  Synod  of  1881,  "  to  j)7'epare  a  Liturgy  or  Direc- 
tory of  Worship  suitable  tp  the  demands  of  the  case  and 
watits  of  the  Church.''''  It  was  its  constant  endeavor  to  meet 
these  wants  as  God  gave  its  members  light  to  see  and  provide 
for  them. 

And  with  this  declaration,  your  commissioners  humbly  sub- 
mit the  result  of  their  labors,  in  the  form  of  a  printed  book, 
to  the  combined  wisdom  of  your  reverend  body,  and  ever 
pray  for  your  approval  of  the  same,  and  your  recommenda- 
tion thereof  to  the  several  district  synods,  classes,  congrega- 
tions and  members  as  the  Directory  of  Worship  for  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLEMENT  Z.  WEISER, 
President  of  the  Liturgical  Gommision. 
Daniel  W.  Gross,  Franklin  W.  Kremer, 

William  H.  Seibert,  Jeremiah  H.  Good, 

Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Thomas  G.  Apple, 

Benjamin  Kuhns,  Lewis  H.  Kefauver, 

Frederick  W.  Scheele,        John  M.  Titzel, 
Thomas  J.  Craig,  Joseph  H.  Apple, 

Lewis  H.  Steiner,  Samuel  N.  Callender, 

Henry  Wirt,  George  Wm.  Welker, 

William  D.  Gross,  John  Kuelling. 

Harrisburg,  Penn.,  Nov.  27, 1883. 

Moreover,  in  regard  to  the  Directory  of  Worship  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted  by  synod : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  sell  the  copies 
of  the  Directory  of  Worship  on  hand,  at  sixty  cents  per  copy, 
to  members  of  synod  and  others  who  may  wish  the  book. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  synod  forward  imrae- 
mediately  to  each  Stated  Clerk  of  the  respective  classes  one 
copy  of  the  Directory,  and  inform  the  said  clerks  by  letter 
what  further  action  the  General  Synod  may  take  on  the 
subject. 
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Resolved^  That  a  publishing  committee  consisting  of  five 
members  (of  which  the  treasurer  shall  be  one)  be  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  publication  of  all  future  editions  of  the 
Directory.  Such  committee  shall  have  power  to  permit  edi- 
tions of  the  Directory,  consisting  of  not  less  than  one  thou- 
sand copies  each,  to  be  issued  by  any  publication  house  in  the 
Church  from  plates  now  owned  by  synod,  and  to  bear  the 
imprint  of  such  house,  the  printiujg  to  be  done  by  such  person  or 
persons  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  and  on 
such  terms  as  its  members  may  approve;  always  provided 
there  shall  be  paid  by  such  publication  house  to  the  treas- 
urer of  General  Synod  a  bonus  of  ten  cents  on  each  copy  so 
printed. 

liesolved.,  That  the  remaining  books  of  the  first  edition  of 
the  Directory  of  Worship  be  transferred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  publication  of  the  Directory  of  Worship,  to 
dispose  of  them  at  such  place  and  upon  such  conditions  as 
may  seem  best  in  their  judgment. 

The  publishing  committee  of  the  Directory  of  Worship,  as 
appointed  bv  synod,  consists  of 

'  RUDOLPH  F.  KELKER,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
LEWIS  H.  STEINER,  M.  D.,  Frederick,  Md. 
THOMAS  J.  CRAIG,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
BENJAMIN  KUHNS,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
WILLIAM  D.  GROSS,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Committee  on  Preparation  of  English  Hymn  Book. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  third  day  (Friday)  of  the 
sessions,  reported  in  item  8  that  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a  new  hymn  book  and  report  to  this  synod. 

Also  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac,  during  tlie  afternoon  session  of  the  sixth  day 
(Monday)  of  the  sessions,  reported  in  item  4  that  said  synod 
overtured  the  General  Synod  to  provide  "  an  English  Hymn 
Book  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  whole  Church  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment." 

These  items  were  considered  together,  at  the  close  of 
Monday  afternoon  session,  and  the  Committee  on  the  English 
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Hymn  Book  appointed  by  the  last  General  Synod,  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  after  having  held 
a  number  of  meetings,  the  chairman  was  instructed  to  report 
the  following  to  the  General  Synod : 

"  Inasmuch  as  the  committee  find  themselves  embarrassed 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  they  regret 
that  they  cannot  see  their  way  clear  to  proceed  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  new  hymn  book,  and  ask  to  be  discharged." 
Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  BAUSMAN,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Besolved.,  That  the  Committee  on  the  English  Hymn  Book 
be  discharged. 

Then  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  appoint  a  new 
committee  on  the  preparation  of  a  hymn  book.  This  motion 
was  considered  immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  session 
on  Wednesday  morning.  After  considerable  discussion,  the 
previous  question  was  moved  and  sustained.  The  synod  pro- 
ceeded to  vote,  and  the  motion  under  consideration  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved.,  That  a  committee  be  apppointed  to  prepare  a 
new  hymn  book  for  the  use  of  the  whole  English  portion  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  the  following  committee  was  appoined  to  put  in 
nomination  persons  who  shall  constitute  this  hymn  book  com- 
mittee, namely.  Revs.  Drs.  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  Samuel  N. 
Callender,  Henry  M.  Herman,  and  Elders  James  B.  Childs 
and  Thomas  J.  Craig.  This  committee  during  the  final  ses- 
sion submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  as 
amended  adopted : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare a  new  English  Hymn  Book  for  the  Church  have  agreed 
to  present  the  following  names  for  said  committee,  viz  :    Revs. 
J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  John  M.  Kendig,  and  James  I.  Good. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANKLIN  W.  KREMER,  Chairman. 
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Revision  of  the  Church  Constitution. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  third  day  (Friday)  of  the 
sessions,  reported  in  item  9  that  the  General  Synod  com- 
mended the  careful  consideration  of  the  proposed  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Reformed  Church  to  district  synods  and  classes, 
and  asks  for  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  several  specified 
topics. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  during  the  afternoon 
session  on  Wednesday,  reported  in  item  6  that  said  synod  had 
revised  and  corrected  the  proposed  new  constitution,  and  in 
this  form  '•  sent  it  up  to  the  General  Synod,  to  be  used  by  it 
to  come  to  a  final  conclusion  in  its  work  of  providing  the 
Church  with  a  new  organic  law." 

Also  the  Standing  Committees  on  Minutes  of  four  of  the 
other  synods  referred  in  their  reports  to  certain  action  taken 
in  regard  to  the  proposed  new  constitution ;  as  for  instance, 
that  of  the  Ohio  Synod  in  item  3 ;  that  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Northwest  in  item  2;  that  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  in  item  3; 
that  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  in  item  1. 

After  the  subject  had  received  some  consideration,  on 
motion,  the  following  action  in  regard  to  the  proposed  new 
constitution  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  on  the  constitution  or  organic 
law  of  the  Reformed  Church  be  appointed,  consisting  of 
seven  members,  five  ministers,  and  two  elders,  one  member 
from  each  synod,  to  which  shall  be  referred :  1.  The  draft  of 
a  new  constitution  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Synod  of  1881 ;  2.  the  deliverance  of  the  classes  on  the 
aforesaid  draft  as  reported  to  this  body ;  3.  the  deliverances 
of  the  several  synods  as  given  in  their  published  proceedings, 
with  instructions  to  consider  the  whole  subject,  and  report  to 
the  next  triennial  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  a  revision  of 
our  organic  law  embodying  as  far  as  shall  be  consistent  with 
their  judgment  the  deliverances  of  the  classes  and  the  synods. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  Samuel  N.  Callender, 
N.  S.  Strassburger,  Dr.  James  Bossard,  Dr.  Jacob  D;ihlman, 
John  B.  Kniest,  Elders  Christian  M.  Boush,  Esq.,  and  Nelson 
L.  Brewer,  Esq. 
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Relation  of  Elders  to  Questions  of  Constitution. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  English  Classes, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Monday,  reported  in  item  10 
that  Philadelphia  Classis  overtured  the  General  Synod  for  a 
deliverance  on  the  following  points :  a.  On  the  relation  of 
elders  to  the  questions  propounded  in  Article  XLIX.,  of  the 
constitution  ;  h.  on  the  reception  of  persons  into  the  Church 
by  re-profession;  c.  for  the  appointment  of  a  day  as  an 
Annual  Day  of  Prayer  for  colleges  and  theological  seminaries. 

The  subject  matter  of  this  item,  including  «,  5,  and  c,  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr. 
Nicholas  Gehr,  Milton  H.  Groh,  Dr.  Jacob  C.  Clapp,  Elders 
Frederick  Bolender,  and  David  B.  Mauger.  This  committee 
reported,  during  the  night  session  on  Monday,  on  sub-item  «, 
and  their  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Your  committee  to  which  was  referred  item  10  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  English  Classes,  beg 
leave  to  report  in  reference  to  sub-item  a : 

That  this  sub-item  has  reference  to  a  definition  of  the  con- 
stitutional questions  directed  to  ministers  and  elders  at  the 
annual  meetings  of  the  classes,  asking  General  Synod  to  give 
a  deliverance  on  said  definition. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  paper  referred  to,  your 
committee  find  that  Philadelphia  Classis  has  rightly  appre- 
hended the  meaning  and  scope  of  said  questions,  and  recom- 
mend the   embodiment  of  said  definition  in  the  Minutes  of 

General  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NiCHOLAS  GEHR,  Chairman. 

The  action  of  Philadelphia  Classis,  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going report,  as  defining  the  meaning  and  scope  of  the  consti- 
tutional questions  put  to  the  delegated  elders  in  connection 
with  the  reading  of  the  parochial  reports,  and  recommended 
to  be  embodied  in  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  is  as 
follows : 

1.  "  As  to  the  first  of  these  questions,  it  is  clear  that  it  has  to 
do  with  the  purity  of  doctrine,  and  faithfulness  to  the  standard 
of  orthodoxy  in  the  Church,  and  so  applies  mainly  to  the 
preacher  in  charge,  and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  it  means  whether 
the  elders  see  to  it  that  only  such  teaching  as  agrees  with  our 
confession  of  faith,  is  given  to  the  people. 
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2.  "  The  second  question  refers  to  the  catechisation  of  the 
children,  and  the  bringing  of  persons  into  full  communion 
with  the  Church.  This  work  falls  within  the  limits  of  the 
spiritual  operations  of  the  Church,  and  is,  therefore,  the  duty 
of  the  minister  with  the  elders.  The  constitution.  Articles 
CXXV.,  and  CXXIX.,  inclusive,  says,  'The  minister  shall 
attend  to  such  instruction,  and  the  elders  as  shepherds  and 
overseers  of  the  flock  shall  be  present  as  much  as  possible^  at 
such  instruction.'  So,  too,  if  the  elders  are  overseers,  and 
are  spiritual  guides,  then  surely  the  responsibility  of  the  instruc- 
tion and  gathering  of  the  catechumens,  rests  as  much  with 
them  as  with  the  minister. 

3.  "  In  regard  to  the  question  in  reference  to  family  visita- 
tion, not  only  is  it,  according  to  Article  XL,  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  duty  of  the  elders  in  common  with  the  minister  or 
ministers,  to  exercise  discipline,  and  maintain  order  in  the 
Church;  but  in  accord  with  Article  XX.,  they  are  to  see  to  it 
that  their  fellow  elders  and  deacons,  as  well  as  the  minister, 
attend  to  their  proper  duties  ;  so  also,  according  to  this  same 
Article  XX.,  the  elders  shall  (not  only  may  or  even  should), 
but  shall  aid  in  visiting  the  sick,  and  contribute  according  to 
their  ability,  to  the  instruction  and  consolation  of  the  mem- 
bers ;  and  all  the  duties  of  a  minister  of  the  word,  except 
laboring  (that  is  regularly)  in  word  and  doctrine,  are  incum- 
bent on  the  elders.  Therefore,  it  is  clear  that  the  question 
does  not  only  make  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  pastor  faith- 
fully visits  from  house  to  house,  but  also,  whether  the  elders 
attend  to  this  duty. 

4.  "  The  fourth  question  calls  for  no  expression.  The  fifth 
means  simply  to  inquire  whether  the  charge  has  paid  to  the 
pastor,  regularly,  the  amount  stipulated  in  the  call  according 
to  agreement,  and  whether  the  consistory  has  done  its  duty  in 
this  respect. 

5.  "  These  questions  are  intended  to  bring  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  classis,  not  whether  some  particular  person,  such  as 
the  minister,  performed  certain  duties,  really,  or  supposed  to 
be,  imposed  on  him,  but  whether,  also  the  elders,  deacons, 
and  people,  each  in  their  several  spheres  of  activity,  are  at 
least  earnestly  seeking  to  come  up  to  the  measure  of  their 
responsibilities  according  to  the  law  and  intended  practice  of 
the  Church." 
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As  the  aforesaid  special  committee,  raised  under  item  10,  «, 
J,  and  c,  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  English 
Classes,  failed  to  formulate  and  present  a  report  to  synod  on 
sub-items  h  and  c,  the  following  action  was  adopted  : 

Resolved.,  That  inasmuch  as  the  special  committee  appointed 
to  report  on  h  and  c  in  item  10  in  regard  to  the  overtures  of 
Philadelphia  Classis  has  failed  to  report  to  this  body,  the  com- 
mittee be  continued  with  instructions  to  report  on  the  afore- 
said sub-items  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  N.  Gehr,  M.  H.  Groh, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Clapp,  Elders  Frederick  Bolender,  and  David  B. 
Mauger. 


Deliverance  on  Article  X.,  of  the  Constitution. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  P]nglish  Classes, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Monday,  reported  in  item  11 
that  Mercersburg  Classis  overtured  General  Synod  for  a 
deliverance  {a)  on  Article  CX.,  of  the  constitution  respecting 
the  power  of  a  consistory  to  suspend  a  member,  and  {h)  what 
makes  a  member  of  the  Church  a  non-communicant  accord- 
ing to  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  constitution. 

The  subject  matter  of  this  item  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  John  H.  Sechler,  John  H. 
Buser,  Wm.  C.  B.  Shulenberger,  Elders  James  B.  Childs,  and 
Thomas  F.  Butz.  This  committee,  during  the  evening  session 
on  Monday,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  dis- 
cussed, and  recommitted.  The  committee  subsequently  dur- 
ing the  same  session  again  submitted  their  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  to  which  was  referred  item  11  of  report  of 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  English  Classes  beg  leaves  to 
report : 

1.  The  item  consists  of  two  sub-items,  marked  a  and  J, 
one  in  the  nature  of  a  request,  the  other  in  the  form  of  an 
overture,  and  both  referred  to  this  body  by  the  Mercersburg 
Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac. 

2.  The  first  sub-item  {a)  reads,  "  Resolved.,  That  this  classis 
respectfully  requests  the  General  Synod  to  declare  whether 
or  not,  according  to  Articles  CX.,  of  the  constitution,  a  con- 
sistory has  power  to  suspend  a  member  from  the  communion 


of  the  Church,  who  is  guilty  of  an  act  of  public  scandal, 
which  is  notorious  and  acknowledged,  without  going  through 
regular  process  of  citation,  trial,  &c.,  such  as  is  necessary  in 
cases  requiring  investigation  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the 
accused." 

In  reply  to  the  request  of  Mercersburg  Classis  we  oifer  the 
following  resolution  for  your  consideration : 

Resolved^  That  a  Spiritual  Council  has  power,  under  Article 
ex.,  of  the  constitution,  to  suspend  a  member  from  the  com- 
munion of  the  Church,  who  is  guilty  of  an  act  of  public 
scandal,  which  is  notorious  and  acknowledged^  without  going 
through  regular  process  of  trial  as  prescribed  in  the  constitu- 
tion, ^r(?2j?!^e6?  such  member  has  voluntarily  appeared  before 
the  Spiritual  Council,  and  made  acknowledgement  of  guilt,  in 
which  case  no  investigation  would  be  necessary,  and  no  trial 
called  for. 

In  the  event,  however,  of  no  such  voluntary  appearance 
and  acknowledgement,  it  is  obligatory  upon  the  Spiritual 
Council  to  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  relating  to  process  of  trial ;  and  if,  upon  citation 
to  appear,  the  accused  presents  himself  or  herself  before  the 
consistory,  and  thereupon  voluntarily  acknowledges  guilt,  the 
Spiritual  Council,  then,  without  any  further  process  of  trial, 
has  the  power  to  suspend  such  person  from  the  communion  of 
the  Church. 

3.  The  second  sub-item  {h)  reads,  "  Resolved^  That  this 
classis  respectfully  overtures  the  General  Synod  to  declare 
whether  intentional  and  persistent  neglect  of  the  Lord's  Table 
is  not  necessary  to  make  a  member  a  non-communicant,  rather 
than  the  mere  fact  of  not  having  communed  within  one  or 
two  years,  when  the  member  has  been  providentially  pre- 
vented from  communing." 

With  reference  to  the  foregoing  overture  we  submit  the  fol- 
lowing for  your  consideration : 

Resolved^  That  absence  from  the  public  celebration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  if  providentially  caused,  is  not  to  be  regarded 
as  cause  for  placing  persons  so  absent  among  the  class  of  non- 
communicants. 

Resolved,  That  we  give  it  as  our  judgment,  however,  that 
persons  who  are  providentially  j)revented,  by  personal  sick- 
ness from  engaging  publicly  in  the  communion  of  the  Lord's 
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Supper,  should  indicate  the  sincerity  of  their  desire  and  pur- 
pose to  continue  regular  communicants,  by  requesting  that 
the  elements  be  administered  to  them  privately. 

Resolved^  That  unnecessary  and  voluntary  absence  from 
the  Lord's  Table  for  a  period  longer  than  one  year,  such 
absence  having  been  determined  by  due  process  of  trial,  must 
be  construed  as  intentional  and  persistent  neglect  of  the 
ordinance,  and  is  sufficient  cause  to  make  a  member  a  non- 
communicant,  and  should  be  so  regarded  and  acted  upon  by 
the  Spiritual  Council. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN.  H.  SECHLER. 

JOHN  H.  BUSER. 

Wm.  C.  B.  SHULENBERGER. 

JAMES  B.  CHILDS. 

THOMAS  F.  BUTZ. 

Committee. 


Constitutional  meaning  on  Erasure  of  Members'  Names. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  English  Classes, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Monday,  reported  in  item  12, 
that  Maryland  Classis  overtured  the  General  Synod  in  regard 
to  the  meaning  of  Article  CXV.,  of  the  constitution  relating 
to  the  erasure  of  names  of  members  of  the  Church  from  the 
church-register.  The  subject  matter  of  this  item  was  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Wm.  H.  H.  Sny- 
der, John  J.  M.  Gruber,  and  Elders  John  S.  Freeman,  and 
Samuel  Wildasin.  This  committee,  during  the  evening  ses- 
sion on  Monday,  presented  their  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  give  an  explanation  of  Article 
CXV.,  of  the  constitution  of  the  Church  in  answer  to  a  request 
of  the  Maryland  Classis,  would  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  That  it  is  not  the  sense  of  Article  CXV.,  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Church  that  the  name  of  a  member  of  the 
Church  who  fails  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  member,  may  be 
stricken  from  the  roll  of  church-membership,  without  first 
being  admonished  by  the  Spiritual  Council,  personally,  if  he 
lives  within  the  bounds  of  the  congregation,  or  by  letter,  if  he 
cannot  be  personally  reached. 
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2.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  said  article  that  the  name  of 
a  member  of  the  Church  who  persists  in  the  neglect  of  the 
duties  of  a  member,  without  suflficient  excuse,  after  being 
thus  admonished  by  the  Spiritual  Council,  may  be  erased 
from  the  roll  of  church-membership  by  said  Spiritual  Council. 

3.  That  in  the  case  of  an  individual  whose  name  stands  on 
the  church-roll,  who  has  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
congregation,  and  whose  residence  is  not  known  after  due 
inquiry  has  been  made,  and  the  lapse  of  five  years  at  least, 
his  name  may  be  erased  if  due  explanation  is  made  of  the 
same  on  the  church-record. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  H.  SNYDER. 
F.  W.  KREMER. 
J.  J.  M.  GRUBER. 
J.  S.  FREEMAN. 

Committee. 


Deliverance  on  Sundry  Constitutional  Questions. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  German  Classes, 
during  the  afternoon  session  on  Monday,  reported  in  item  10 
that  St.  John's  Classis  overtured  the  General  Synod  for  a 
deliverance  on  the  following  constitutional  points  : 

1.  "  Is  a  president  of  a  classis  authorized  and  bound  by 
the  constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  when  requested  by  a  constitutional  number  in  writing 
to  call  a  special  meeting  of  classis  (for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
sidering the  action  by  which  that  body,  assembled  in  annual 
session,  adjourned  to  hold  an  adjourned  meeting  at  a  specified 
time  and  place,  and  complete  the  unfinished  business  of  the 
annual  meeting)  in  order  to  change  the  time  and  place? 

2.  •'  Does  a  classis  thus  assembled  act  constitutionally, 
when  it  reconsiders  the  motion  by  which  classis  at  its  annual 
meeting  resolved  to  hold  an  adjourned  meeting  in  order  to 
change  the  time  and  place  of  such  an  adjourned  meeting  ? 

3.  "  Can  a  classis  assembled  in  annual  session  adjourn  in 
accordance  with  the  constitution,  and  meet  again  at  a  specified 
time  and  place  to  complete  its  annual  business  before  it  has 
finished  its  business  as  far  as  possible  ? 

4.  "  Can  at  an  adjourned  annual  meeting  new  business  be 
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taken  up  which  was  not  before  the  annual  meeting,  and  does 
an  adjourned  annual  meeting  partake  of  the  same  character 
as  a  special  meeting  of  classis,  and  is  limited  in  its  actions  by 
the  special  items  ?" 

The  subject  matter  of  these  constitutional  points  under  the 
aforesaid  item  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  Revs.  Dr.  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart, 
William  H.  Groh,  and  Elders  David  B.  Mauger,  and  John  S. 
Freeman.  This  committee,  during  the  final  night  session  on 
Wednesday,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
as  amended  adopted : 

The  committee  to  which  w^as  referred  the  overtures  of  St. 
John's  Classis  on  certain  constitutional  questions,  as  reported 
in  item  10  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Ger- 
man Classes,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

1.  When  the  president  of  a  classis  is  requested  in  writing, 
by  a  constitutional  number,  to  call  a  special  meeting  to  change 
the  time  and  place  for  holding  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
annual  sessions  of  the  classis,  he  is  authorized  and  bound  by 
the  constitution  to  call  such  special  meeting. 

2.  A  classis  thus  assembled  proceeds  constitutionally  when 
it  reconsiders  the  action  of  the  annual  classis,  fixing  time  and 
place  for  holding  an  adjourned  meeting. 

3.  A  classis  assembled  in  annual  sessions  may,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  constitution,  adjourn  to  some  other  specified 
time  and  place  in  order  to  complete  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  annual  meeting. 

4.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  annual  classis  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  several  items  be  specified,  as  in  the  call 
for  a  special  meeting,  the  adjourned  meeting  being  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  regular  continuation  of  the  annual 
sessions.  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  KREMER. 
E.  V.  GERHART. 
W.  H.  GROH. 
D.  B.  MAUGER. 
J.  S.  FREEMAN. 

Cominittee. 

Definition  of  Article  LXVL,  of  the  Constitution. 
The  German  Synod  of  the  East,  as  reported  in  item  4,  a, 
and  J,  in  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 


92 

said  synod,  requests  the  General  Synod  to  define  :  a.  "Whether 
the  latter  clause  of  Article  LXVL,  of  the  constitution  is  to  be 
understood  as  applicable  to  the  classes  as  well  as  to  the 
synods;  and  h.  whether  elders,  who  are  not  in  actual  service 
in  their  congregations,  can  serve  as  delegates  at  special  meet- 
ings of  classis  and  synods,  and  whether  new  elected  elders  in 
virtue  of  the  presented  credentials  at  such  special  meetings 
can  be  recognized  as  regular  voting  members.'^ 

The  subject  matter  of  this  item  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  Dr. 
Emanuel  V.  Gerhart.  Wm.  H.  Groh,  and  Elders  David  B. 
Mauger,  and  John  S.  Freeman.  This  committee,  during  the 
final  session  on  Wednesday  night,  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  certain  items  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East,  report  as  follows : 

1.  In  Article  LXVL,  the  clause,  to-wit:  ''The  meeting 
thus  called  can  be  only  such  as  was  constituted  at  the  previous 
annual  meeting,"  is  applicable  to  a  synod  only,  but  the  fol- 
lowing words,  to-wit,  ''  and  has  power  to  transact  only  such 
business  as  shall  be  specified  in  the  call,"  have  force  both  for 
synods  and  classes. 

2.,  If  an  elder,  when  elected  by  his  consistory  a  delegate  to 
classis  is  eligible,  that  is,  if,  when  elected,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  consistory,  and  is  on  the  strength  of  proper  credentials 
admitted  to  a  seat  in  classis,  he  continues  to  be  a  member  of 
classis  during  the  entire  classical  year.  The  fact  that  his 
term  of  office  as  elder  of  his  congregation  may  expire  before 
the  end  of  the  classical  year,  has  no  ex  parte  facto  force. 

3.  If  a  member  is  elected,  ordained,  and  installed  an 
elder  after  the  annual  session  of  classes,  he  may  be  elected  a 
delegate  to  classis,  holding  a  special  session,  provided  the 
office  of  delegate  be  vacated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  KREMER. 
E.  V.  GERHART, 
Wm.  M.  groh. 
DAVID  B.  MAUGER. 
JOHN  S.  FREEMAN. 

Cominittee. 


93 
Appendix  to  German  Hymn  Book  and  New  Constitution. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  German  Classes, 
during  the  afternoon  session  on  Monday,  reported  in  item  3 
that  eight  of  the  German  Classes  had  approved  of  the  Appen- 
dix to  the  German  Hymn  Book,  and  in  item  4  that  certain 
action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  new  constitution.  The  sub- 
ject matter  of  these  items,  together  with  that  of  item  5  in  the 
report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  English 
Classes  having  reference  to  the  said  Appendix,  and  of  that  of 
items  T,  8,  and  9  relating  to  the  new  constitution,  were  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  John  B.  Kniest,  Fred- 
erick Forwick,  Samuel  Z.  Beam,  and  Elders  Jacob  Byers,  and 
Solomon  Griesemer.  This  committee,  during  the  final  session 
on  Wednesday  night,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee  on  the  decisions  of  the  several  classes  on 
subjects  handed  down  to  them  by  the  General  Synod,  as  also 
the  expression  of  their  opinion  on  the  revision  of  the  con- 
stitution, respectfully  reports : 

1.  That  ten  of  the  classes  acted  favorably  on  the  Appen- 
dix to  the  German  Hymn  Book,  while  none  acted  against  it. 
Therefore,  according  to  Article  LXXXL,  of  the  constitution, 
the  following  action  is  proposed  for  adoption : 

Resolved^  That  the  Appendix  to  the  German  Hymn  Book 
is  constitutionally  adopted,  and  authorized  to  be  used  by  the 
Reformed  Church. 

2.  That  the  opinion  of  the  classes  on  the  revision  of  the  con- 
stitution expresses  itself  in  the  following  manner: 

a.  On  annual  sessions  of  the  General  Synod,  two  (2)  for, 
and  thirty-three  (33)  against. 

h.  On  the  election  of  delegates  by-  the  district  synods 
instead  of  by  the  classes,  thirty-one  (31)  against. 

c.  On  concentration  of  church  work,  except  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions,  fourteen  (14)  for,  and  eighteen  (18)  against. 

d.  On  concentration  of  church  work,  as  well  as  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions,  two  (2)  for,  and  thirteen  (13)  against. 

3.  That  the  opinion  of  district  synods  expresses  itself  by 
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three  (3)  against  a  and  J,  two  (2)  favorable  in  reference  to  d. 
and  one  (1)  against  d  except  Home  and  Foreign  Missions. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  KNIEST. 
FREDERICK  FORWICK. 
SAMUEL  Z.  BEAM. 
JACOB  BYERS. 
SOLOMON  GRIESEMER. 

Committee. 
Immediately  on  the  adoption   of  the  foregoing  report,  the 
president  of  the  General  Synod  declared  that  the  Ajjpendix 
to  the  German  Hymn  Book  was  constitutionally  adopted. 


Manual  for  the  Reformed  Church. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  afternoon  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  12 
that  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  was  appointed  to  "prepare 
a  Manual  of  the  origin,  history,  doctrines,  government,  and 
customs  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,"  and 
report  to  this  General  Synod. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  morning 
session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  3  that  a  communica- 
tion was  received  from  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Dubbs  in  reference  to 
said  appointment  and  work. 

The  subject  matter  of  these  items  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Apple,  L. 
Kryder  Evans,  Henry  Bair,  Calvin  U.  Heilman,  and  Elders 
Benjamin  Kuhns,  and  Joshua  L.  Reifsnj'^der.  This  committee, 
during  the  final  session  on  Wednesday  night,  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  on  conference  with  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Dubbs  in 
reference  to  the  preparation  of  a  Historical  Manual  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

In  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  General  Synod  of  1881, 
Dr.  Dubbs  has  prepared,  in  part,  the  manuscript  of  such 
work,  which,  together  with  an  outline  index  of  the  whole 
work,  was  submitted  to  the  committee. 

From  these  outlines  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  work,  when  completed,  will  amply  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  svnod.  and  the  wants  of  the  Church. 
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The  committee  recommend  to  synod  to  request  Dr.  Dubbs 
to  proceed  in  finishing  the  work,  and  publishing  it  as  soon  as 
possible,   with    the    understanding    that    the    synod   be  not 
involved  in  any  pecuniary  responsibities  in  its  publication. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  APPLE,   Chairman. 


The  Reformed  Era. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  morning 
session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  2  that  a  communication 
was  received  from  Rev.  Daniel  Lantz,  editor  of  the  Reformed 
Era.,  published  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  "  soliciting  the  favor  and 
encouragement  of  this  synod  on  behalf  of  said  paper."  This 
committee,  during  the  tinal  session  on  Wednesday  night,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  item  2  of  the  report 
on  Overtures,  referring  to  a  communication  from  Rev.  D. 
Lantz,  asking  this  synod  for  an  examination  and  approval  of 
the  Reformed  Era.,  would  respectfully  report : 

Resolved.!  That  this  synod  recommends  the  Reformed  Era., 
edited  and  published  by  Rev.  D.  Lantz,  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church.        Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  KRYDER  EVANS,    ChaiTman. 


Reformation  Festival. 

During  the  afternoon  session  on  Thursday,  a  paper  was  pre- 
sented by  Rev.  Geo.  Wm.  Welker,  D.  D.,  with  reference  to 
the  importance  and  propriety  of  an  annual  commemoration 
in  some  fitting  manner  of  the  Reformation  of  the  sixteenth 
century  by  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.  This 
paper  was  read  and  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  Revs.  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  John  B.  Kniest, 
Emil  P.  Herbruck,  Dr.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  Dr.  James  Bos- 
sard,  Elders  John  Kaderli  and  Christian  M.  Boush. 

This  committee,  at  the  close  of  the  morning  session  on  Mon- 
day, submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and,  having 
been  subsequently  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered during  the  final  session  on  Wednesday  night.  A  mi- 
nority statement  in  written  form  was  made  by  Rev.  John  B. 
Kniest,  dissenting,  and  it   was   discussed.     Several   amend- 
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ments  were  offered  and  rejected.     The   majority  report,   as 
originally  presented,  was  finally  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  raised  to  prepare  a  minute  upon  the  mat- 
ter of  an  annual  Reformation  Festival  beg  to  report : 

That,  assuming  the  propriety  of  instituting  such  a  memorial 
day  we  should  be  governed  largely  in  the  selection  of  its  date, 
by  historical  facts  and  other  legitimate  ecclesiastical  consid- 
erations. The  observance  of  such  a  festival  by  our  church 
should  subserve  principles  and  suitable  practical  results.  It 
should  be  a  means  of  educating  the  people  to  a  right  appre- 
hension and  more  intelligent  appreciation  of  those  principles, 
and  whatever  they  involve ;  and  they  should  deepen  sincere 
interest  in  them  and  devotion  to  them.  This  should  regard 
them  not  as  simply  formal  statements,  but  as  exponents  of 
the  gospel  and  grace  of  God,  as  apprehended  and  held  by  the 
Reformed  Church. 

Under  this  rule  a  day  should  be  chosen  which  stands  closely 
related  to  some  leading  event  or  events  of  a  definitely  signifi- 
cent  character  in  the  founding  and  progress  of  our  church. 
Among  these  may  be  cited  the  1st  of  January,  as  the  anni- 
versary of  the  birth  of  Zwingli  and  of  his  entrance  upon  his 
labors  in  Zurich ;  the  19th  of  January  as  the  memorial  day  of 
the  first  publication  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  There  are 
other  very  important  incidents  scattered  among  other  months, 
but  the  three  named  seem  to  indicate  January  as  the  proper 
month  for  the  festival,  and  either  the  first  or  second  Sunday 
as  the  date.  But  as  these  are  already  appropriated  in  large  por- 
tions of  the  church,  the  third  Sunday  of  the  month,  that 
nearest  to  the  19th  of  January,  seems,  altogether,  the  best 
suited  for  the  purpose  contemplated. 

Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend  that  this  synod 
set  apart  the  third  Sunday  in  January  of  each  year  as  a  me- 
morial festival  of  the  Reformation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER, 
E.  P.  HERBRUCK, 
S.  N.  CALLENDER, 
J.  BOSSARD, 
J.  KADERLl, 
C.  M.  BOUSH, 

Committee. 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  morning 
session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  6  that  a  communication 
received  suggested  the  appointment  of  a  committee  by  this 
synod  to  publish  in  the  English  language  for  the  use  of  the 
Church  the  works  of  Ulric  Zwingli.  This  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  Eevs.  Dr.  John  H.  Klein, 
Fred.  A.  Eupley,  Wm.  H.  Groh,  Elders  Daniel  Shepp, 
and  Wm.  D.  Gross.  This  committee,  during  the  final  session 
on  Wednesday  night,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  subject  referred  to  your  committee  is  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  by  this  General  Synod,  which  is  to  collect, 
translate,  and  publish  the  works  of  the  great  Reformer,  Ulric 
Zwingli. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  following  action  in  this 
matter : 

Whilst  we  are  convinced  the  proposed  publication  of  the 
works  of  Zwingli  would  greatly  increase  the  knowledge  of 
the  history  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  would  be  the  means 
of  awakening  a  higher  degree  of  churchly  consciousness ;  and, 
whilst  such  publication  would  be  heartily  welcomed  and  en- 
couraged by  this  body,  we  are,  nevertheless,  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  not  expedient  for  this  General  Synod  to  commit  itself  to 
such  an  undertaking,  but  leave  it  to  private  literary  talent 
and  enterprise.  By  consent  and  in  behalf  of  the  committee. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  KLEIN,  Chairman. 


On  motion,  the  following  action  in  regard  to  a  Digest  of 
Decisions  of  Synods  was  adopted  by  synod : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  who  shall 
make  a  digest  of  the  decisions  of  the  several  synods  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  having  appellate  or 
original  jurisdiction  on  questions  of  doctrine,  morals,  customs, 
and  constitutional  interpretation. 

The  committee  appointed  consists  of  Revs.  Herman  I, 
Stern,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  Joseph  H.  Dnbbs,  D.  D., 
Elders  William  Baer,  and  J.  Taylor  Motter. 
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The  record  book  of  the  proceedings  of  Lebanon  Classis  was 
submitted  to  synod  in  lieu  or  instead  of  the.  required  oflBcial 
abstract  of  the  minutes  of  said  classis.  Objection  was  raised 
to  the  reception  of  the  record  book  in  this  respect.  The 
president  of  the  General  Synod  ruled  that,  according  to  the 
action  of  the  General  Synod  in  1875,  (Minutes,  page  51),  it 
was  out  of  order  to  receive  the  record  book  instead  of  the 
official  abstract.  An  appeal  was  taken  from  the  ruling  of  the 
president  by  Rev.  David  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  who  stated  his  rea- 
sons for  the  appeal.  The  president  also  stated  his  reasons 
in  the  case.  Then,  on  the  question,  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
chair  be  sustained?  the  vote  of  the  synod  was  taken,  and 
the  chair  was  sustained  in  his  decision. 


On  motion,  the  subjoined  action  in  regard  to  a  Seal  for 
synod,  was  adopted  ? 

Resolved^  That  the  officers  of  this  General  Synod  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  provide  a  Seal  for  the  use  of  the 
General  Synod,  with  a  proper  device  and  inscription,  the  cost 
not  to  exceed  ten  dollars. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 
SYNODICAL  ARCHIVES. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  action  or  record. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

FINANCE. 

>    The  following  reports  and  items  of  business  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  General  Synod  during  its  present  sessions  : 

I.    Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod. 

William  J)..  CtROSs,  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  General  Synod  of  the 
I  ,  Reformed  Church  171  the  United  States. 

DR. 

1881.  RECEIPTS. 

May  18,  By  balance  in  the  treasury $893  70 

Oct.     5,    "    John  J.    Nissley,  treasurer  of   the   Synod  in  the  United 

States,  balance  due  from  last  assessment ;U0  00 

Carried  forward 1,233  70 
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Brought  forward 1,233  70 

1882. 

May  14,  "  Rev.  J.  H.  Good,  D.  D.,  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Synod  in  ac- 
count    120  00 

June  12,  "  Rev.  J.  H.  Good,  D.  D.,  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Synod  in  ac- 
count    200  00 

Aug.  17,  "  Rev.  J.  H.  Good,  D.  D.,  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Synod  in  ac- 
count in  full 100  00 

Oct.     7.    "    John  J.    Nissley,  treasurer  of   the   Synod  in  the  United 

States  on  apportionment 600  00 

"     16,    "    Rev.  F.  Forwick,  treasurer  of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest. .  270  00 

1883. 

Sep.  29,    "    John  J.  Nissley,  treasurer  of  the  Synod  in  the  United  States 

in  full 480  00 

Oct.     1,    "    C.  Breidenbach,  treasurer  of  the  German  Synod  of  the 

East 120  00 

1884. 

April  8,    "    Louis  Markell,  treasurer  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac 440  00 

May    1,    "    Thomas  J.  Craig,  treasurer  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod 170  00 

?3,73  370 
CR. 

1881.  EXPENDITURES. 

May  19,  By  cash  to  the  German  Printing  House  for  certificates  for  dele- 
gates to  General  Synod 11  69 

25,    "    printing  election  tickets,  &c 3  60 

"     "    Rev.   L.    H.   Kefauver  to  defray  expenses  for  using  his 

church 30  00 

"     "    Rev.  J.  G.  Shoemaker,  traveling  expenses  as  delegate  from 

Kansas  Classis  to  General  Synod,  (page  167) ..    45  00 

"     "    Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  traveling  expenses  to  Tiffin  as  member 

of  Peace  Commission,  (page  166) , 38  70 

"     "    reporters'  expenses 190 

Aug.  16,    "    Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  forprintingSOOcopies 

of  proposed  constitution 53  93 

Oct.  25,  "  Rev.  I.  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  for  printing  Minutes  of  General 
Synod,  salary  as  Stated  Clerk,  wrapping  paper,  mailing 

minutes,  &c 631  05 

1882. 

Feb.  3,  "  Rev.  H.  J.  Ruetenik,  for  printing  German  Minutes  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  packing  and  mailing  the  same,  &c 385  93 

May  18,    "    Rev.  Dr.  S.  I.  Prime,  secretary  of  Alliance  of  Reformed 

Churches,  (page  27) 80  00 

June22,    "    Rev.  C.  Cort,  as  part  traveling  expenses  to  General  Synod 

at  Tiffin,  Ohio 6  50 

"     24,    "    Rev.  J.  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  salary  as  assistant  clerk  of  Gen- 
eral Synod  and  traveling  expenses  to  synod 137  73 

"      "     "    Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  traveling  expenses  as  dele- 
gate to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. .     10  00 

TRAVELING  EXPENSES  OF  THE  LITURGICAL  COMMISSION  : 
1882. 

Apr.  26,  By  cash  to  Rev.   P.   Greding,  D.  D.,  to  Frederick,   Md.,   and 

Lebanon,  Pa 08  00 

Aug.  10,    "    Rev.  P.  Greding,   D.  D.,  to  Frederick,  Md.,  and  Lebanon 

and  Altoona,  Pa 19  75 

Oct  18,  "  Rev.  J.  Kuelling,  D.  D.,  to  Frederick,  Altoona,  and  Leb- 
anon, Pa 22  00 

Carried  forward 1,545  78 


100 

Brought  forward 1,545  78 

"    20,    "    Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  to  Frederick  and  Altoona,  Pa. .  .    16  60 

Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D.   to  Lebanon  and  Altoona.  Pa. . .     35  00 

' Dr.   L.   H.   Steiner,  to  Lebanon  and  Altoona,  Pa.,  also  to 

Philadelphia  to  Committee  on  Hymn  Book 37  00 

Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel,  D.  D.,  to  Frederick  and  Lebanon,  Pa 20  00 

"     "    Rev.   C.   Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  to  Frederick,  Lebanon,  and  Al- 
toona, Pa 30  50 

"      "     "    Rev.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  to  Frederick,  Lebanon,  and 

Altoona,  Pa 19  50 

"    31,    "    Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  traveling  expenses  to  TiflSn,  Ohio,  to  at- 
tend Peace  Commission At  00 

18H3. 

June  4,    "    H.  C.  Hoover,  traveling  expenses  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  to  attend 

Peace  Commission 21  55 

NOV.  It),    "    T.  J.  Craig,  traveling  expenses  to  Tiffin,   Ohio,  to  attend 

Peace  Commission 12  CO 

"     "    Rev.  P.  Greding,  D.  D.,  traveling  expenses  to  the  General 

Synod  of  the  Evangical  Church,  held  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. . .    21  2.5 
;7,    "    Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  for  services  and  work  as  secretary  of  the 

sub-committee  of  the  Liturgical  Commission 100  00 

"     "    Sexton  of  Salem  Reformed  Church  at  Harrisburg,  for  ser- 
vices during  session  of  Liturgical  Commission 10  00 

"     "    Dr.  C.  Z.  Weiser 8  00 

"     "    Dr.  G.  W.  Welker 30  00 

"     "    Dr.  J.  M.  Titzel 8  00 

"     "    Dr.  T.  G.  Apple 2  16 

"     •'    Dr.  J.  Kuelling 6  30 

"     ■'    Dr.  Jos.  H.  Apple 22  80 

"     "    Dr.  S.  N,  Callender 13  00 

"     "    Dr.  L.  H.  Kefauver , 30  00 

"     "    Elder  F.  W.  Scheele., 36  00 

"     "    Elder  B.  Kuhns 30  00 

"     '•    Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner 6  25 

"     '•    Dr.  F.  W.  Kremer 170 

"     "    Dr.  Jos.  H.  Apple,  attending  Peace  Commission,  Tiffin,  O. .     1100 
"     "    Dr.  S.  N.  Callender,  attending  Peace  Commission,  Tiffin,  O.    25  00 
Dec.    8,    "    Rev.  F.  C.  Bauman  and  his  elder,  A.   Cort,  part  traveling 

expenses  to  General  Synod  at  Tiffin,  Ohio 15  00 

1S84. 

Feb.  27,    "    Lane  S.   Hart,  for  printing  and  binding  1,000  copies  of  the 
Directory  of  Worship,  as  approved  by  Liturgical  Com- 
mission, and  for  the  the  electrotype  plates  for  same  book.  4.39  .50 
May    5,    "    Rudolph  F.   Kelkei,  for  certain  expenses  in    connection 
with  the  publication  and  expediting  the  new  Directory 

of  Worship,  as  per  bill 16  70 

"     "    J.  H.  Good,  D.  D.,  expenses  as  member  of  Liturgical  Com- 
mission         3  00 

May    8,    "    A.  GrifFee,  traveling  expenses  to  General  Synod  at  Tiffin, 

Ohio 10  00 

12,608  79 

Receipts ^,733  70 

Expenditures 2,608  79 

Balance  in  treasury $1,124  91 

RespectfoUy  submitted, 

'Wm.  D.  gross,  Treasurer. 
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II,    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Standing;  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  received,  and  together  with  the  report 
of  the  treasurer,  adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  the  following  docu- 
ment and  items  were  referred,  viz  : 

a.     The  report  of  the  treasurer  of  General  Synod, 

h.  One-third  of  the  traveling  expenses  of  delegates  to  this 
synod  from  classes  beyond  the  Mi^ssissippi  River, 

c.  The  balance  due  three  years  ago  by  the  Synod  in  the 
United  States  on  apportionment, 

d.  The  balance  due  Mr.  George  Gelbach  on  the  Church 
Extension  Fund, 

e.  An  appropriation  of  $2,000  for  Harbor  Missions,  reports 
as  follows : 

We  have  examined  the  report  of  the  treasurer  of  synod, 
compared  it  with  the  accompanying  vouchers,  and  found  it  to 
be  correct.  The  receipts  during  the  past  three  years,  together 
with  a  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the  last  meeting  of  synod  of 
$893.70,  amounted  to  $3,373.70,  the  disbursements  during  the 
same  time  amounted  to  $2,608.79,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury of  $1,124.91.  The  apportionment  made  by  the  last  General 
Synod  has  been  paid  in  full  by  the  several  district  synods, 
and  also  the  balance  of  $340  due  three  years  ago  by  the  Synod 
in  the  United  States. 

The  one-third  of  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  six  delegates 
to  this  synod  from  classes  beyond  the  Mississippi  River,  are  as 
follows  :  Rev.  Daniel  J.  Greenwald,  $21 ;  Rev.  Martin  Vitz, 
$17;  Rev.  Edmund  Erb,  $15  ;  Rev.  John  H.  Buser,  $17  ;  Rev. 
Henry  Bair,  $20,  and  Elder  Samuel  Wildasin,  $17.  Total 
$107. 

From  the  report  of  the  Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod,  it 
appears  that  the  arrearage  of  the  Synod  in  the  United  States 
on  the  Gelbach  claim  is  $243.49,  that  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Northwest,  $10,5,  and  that  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  $73. 
Your  committee  calculated  the  interest  of  these  arrearages 
from  October  1st,  1875,  to  October  1st,  1885,  and,  according  to 
instruction,  added  the  arrearages  with  interest  to  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  expenses  of  synod.  In  case  payment  is  made 
by  a  classis  or  synod  before  October  1st,  1885,  it  is  entitled  to 
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a  corresponding  abatement,  or  reduction.  If,  however,  pay- 
ment is  delayed  by  a  classis  or  synod  beyond  October  1st, 
1885,  a  corresponding  addition  of  interest  should  be  made. 

Your  committee  made  an  appropriation  of  $40,  a  part  of 
which  is  to  go  to  the  Third  Reformed  congregation  for  the  use 
of  its  church,  and  the  balance  to  its  sexton  for  services  ren- 
dered during  the  sessions  of  synod. 

The  contingent  expenses  of  synod  for  three  years  will  be 
about  $2,000.  This  amount  has  been  apportioned  on  the  basis 
of  membership  to  the  several  district  synods  as  follows : 


Synod  in  the  United  States 

Synod  of  Ohio  

Synod  of  the  Northwest 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh  

Synod  of  the  Potomac 

German  Synod  of  the  East. 
Central  Synod 


Total 


70,135 
19,095 
13,.545 
12,484 
29,071 
10.010 
15,190 


169.530 


J?  O 

820  00 
235  00 
1.55  00 
145  00 
.345  00 
115  00 
185  00 


$2,000  00 


o  oj 


o 


$243  49 

ia5  00 
73  00 


$421  49 


e 

S'5 


1146  09 


63  00 
43  80 


12.52  89 


$  820  00 

235  m 
155  00 
145  00 
345  00 
115  00 
185  00 

$2,000  00 


Total. 


$2,029  58 
470  00 
478  00 
406  80 
690  GO 
230  00 
370  00 


$4,674  38 


Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  S.  8TRASSBURGER. 
JOHN  J.  LEBERMAN. 
JOHN  BACHMAN. 
WILLIAM  BECKER. 
JACOB  H.  COST. 

Committee. 


ARTICLE  XXL 
PUBLICATION. 

The  Stated  Clerk,  in  response  to  the  inquiry  raised  in  item 
17  of  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
General  Synod,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

It  is  hereby  reported  that,  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  Synod,  I  had  3,300  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last 
General  Synod  officially  published  in  the  English,  and,  through 
the  assistant  clerk,  1,500  in  the  German  language ;  and  that 
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they  were  distributed  among  the  several  district  synods,  accord- 
ing to  the  rates  of  the  apportionment  for  contingent  expenses. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

^ISAAC  H  RE  ITER,  Stated  Clerk. 


On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 
Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  have 
3,500  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  General  Synod, 
duly  authenticated,  published  in  the  English,  and  1,500  copies 
in  the  German  language,  and  distribute  them  among  those 
entitled  to  receive  them. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
NOMINATIONS  AND  ELECTIONS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations,  during  the  ses- 
sion on  Monday  afternoon,  submitted  their  report  through  the 
Chairman,  Rev.  CJeo.  Wm.  Welker,  D.  D.  The  report  was 
received  and  adopted,  and  the  committee  was  instruct-ed  to 
have  a  sufficient  number  of  tickets  of  the  nominations  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  synod.  At  the  close  of  the  session  on 
Tuesday  evening  the  committee  reported  that  the  required 
tickets  were  printed,  and,  on  motion,  the  election  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  ten  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  election  was  held.  Revs.  Jonas 
B.  Shontz,  Cyrus  Cort,  U.  Henry  Heilman,  Samuel  L.  Whit- 
more,  and  David  L^.  Wolff  were  appointed  tellers,  who,  having 
distributed  the  tickets  among  the  members  of  synod,  received 
and  counted  the  ballots,  and  subsequently  reported  the  result 
to  the  synod.  For  the  result  of  the  election,  see  Articles  XL, 
XIIL,  and  XIV. 

Subsequent  to  the  completion  of  the  roll  of  the  General 
Synod,  it  was  found  that  a  quorum  was  present,  and  the 
several  officers  of  the  synod,  except  those  holding  their  posi- 
tions permanently,  were  duly  elected,  and  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  their  offices  respectively.  For  the  result  of  the 
election,  see  Article  III.,  Election  of  Officers. 
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ARTICLE  XXIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  Next  Meeting  of  General  Synod. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  morning 
session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  4  that  the  consistories, 
conjointly,  of  the  Grace  Reformed  and  the  German  Reformed 
congregations  of  Akron,  Ohio,  invited  the  General  Synod  to 
hold  its  next  triennial  meeting  in  Grace  Reformed  Church  in 
said  city.  This  invitation,  having  been  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  time  being,  was  taken  up  and  considered  during  the  even- 
ing session  on  Wednesday,  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions,  and 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  following  action : 

Resolved.,  That  the  General  Synod  hereby  accepts  the  invi- 
tation, and  decides  to  hold  its  next  triennial  meeting  in  Grace 
Reformed  Church,  at  Akron,  Ohio,  to  commence  on  the  first 
Wednesday  after  Whit-Sunday,  June,  1st,  A.  D.,  1887,  at  half- 
past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 


Action  on  the  Evils  of  Intemperance. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  action  adopted  on  intemperance  by  the 
General  Synod  in  1881,  (Minutes,  page  160),  be  re-adopted  by 
this  General  Synod  and  re-embodied  in  the  minutes. 

The  action  referred  is  as  follows  : 

"  Intemperance  is  a  great  and  growing  evil,  and  one  that 
destroys  the  bodies  and  souls  of  thousands  annually.  No 
drunkard  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  none  such  are 
fit  for  the  communion  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  In  Article 
LXLIV.,  of  the  constitution,  intemperance  is  prominently 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  sins  which  merit  exclusion  from  the 
Church.  It  behooves  the  Church  to  guard  well  against  having 
her  sacraments  profaned,  and  her  good  name  disgraced  by 
ministers  or  members,  who  are  addicted  to  the  habitual  use  of 
intoxicating  drink. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  great  harm 
has  resulted  to  the  true  cause  of  temperance  by  improper 
methods  and  behavior  of  many  of  the  modern  advocates  of 
temperance.  There  can  be  no  genuine  relbrmation  of  any  class 
of  wrons-doers  without  the  converting  and  sustaining  grace 
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of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  When  men  are  made  Chris- 
tians, they  will  be  honest,  temperate,  and  law-abiding.  Trust- 
ing in  their  own  resolutions,  or  leaning  on  the  arm  of  flesh, 
they  will  fail.  Your  committee  offer  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Church  of  Christ  is  the  true  temperance 
society,  and  that  our  pastors  and  consistories  are  urged  to 
exercise  stricter  discipline  against  all  forms  of  vice,  and 
especially  the  monster  vice  of  intemperance,  and  to  inculcate 
sound  Christian  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  intemperance 
by  precept  and  axample." 


Keport  op  Committee  on  Leave  on  Absence. 

During  the  morning  session  on  Saturday,  Revs.  George  L. 
Staley,  D.  D.,.  Alfred  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Peter  Joerris,  and  Elders 
Edward  J.  Zahm,  and  James  B.  Childs  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee through  whom  all  applications  for  leave  of  absence 
shall  be  made.  This  committee  shortly  before  the  final 
adjournment  of  synod,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  accepted : 

Your  committee  would  report  that  the  following  named 
ministers  and  elders  of  synod  received  leave  of  absence  : 

CLASSES.  NAMES.  TIME. 

East  Pennsylvania.     Elder  Thomas  T.  Miller Wednesday  A.  M. 

Philadelphia.  "      John  S.  Freeman Wednesday  A.  M. 

Lancaster.  Prof.   John  8.  Stahr Wednesday  A.  M. 

East  Susquehanna.     Elder  Jonathan  Sweisfort Tuesday  A.  M. 

"      Jacob  R.  Hilbush Tuesday  A.  M. 

Goshenhoppen.  Rev.    Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.  .Wednesday  A.  M. 

Elder  David  B.  Manger Wednesday  A.  M. 

Miami.  "      Benjamin  Kuhns Monday  P.  M. 

Rev.    Daniel  R.  Taylor Monday  A.  M. 

Tiffin.  Elder  Lewis  Keller Tuesday  P.  M. 

St.  Joseph.  Rev.    Fred.  F.  Christine Tuesday  M. 

Zion's  (N.  W.).  Elder  Adam  Mohr Wednesday  P.  M. 

Nebraska.  Rev.    Edmund  Erb Wednesday  P.  M. 

Zion's  (East).  Elder  Charles  Yost Monday  P.  M. 

Virginia.  "      Charles  P.  Matthaei Monday  P.  M. 

Westmorelaiid.  "      Jacob  Byers Tuesday  P.  M. 

Ger.  Philadelphia.      Rev.    John  Knelling,  D.  D Wednesday  A.  M. 

St.  John's.  Elder  John  Kaderli Tuesday  P.  M. 

Cincinnati.  "      Henry  Schroer Wednesday  P.  M. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  LEWIS  STALEY,  Chairman. 
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Attendants'  Report  Respecting  Dr.  Fisher. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  afternoon  session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  19 
that  Revs.  J.  David  Miller,  Dr.  D.  Ernest  Klopp,  and  Elder 
G.  S.  Griffith  had  been  requested,  together  with  the  resident 
ministers  of  Tiffin,  to  render  kindly  and  comforting  services 
to  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  during  his  last  illness,  under 
the  direction  of  his  physician.  Thereupon  the  following 
report  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee,  appointed  at  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod,  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  May,  1881,  to  remain  with  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  R.  Fisher,  who  was  seriously  ill,  and,  in  connection 
with  the  local  clergy,  to  render  such  assistance  as  was  neces- 
sary under  the  circumstances,  would  respectfully  report : 

That  they  remained  in  Tiffin  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
synod,  and  performed  such  duties  as  were  required  of  them. 
As  it  was  feared,  at  the  adjournment  of  synod,  the  illness  was 
fatal,  and  on  Whit-Sunday,  June  5th,  1881,  the  spirit  of 
Samuel  Reed  Fisher,  D.  D.,  passed  from  earth  to  God  who 
gave  it.  His  son.  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher,  having  come  to  the 
bedside  of  his  father,  only  one  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee remained  with  the  patient  until  death  relieved  him  of 
his  sufferings,  and  accompanied  the  remains  to  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  where  they  were  interred  by  the  side  of  those  of 
his  family  who  had  gone  before. 

Your  committee  are  pleased  to  bear  testimoney  to  the  many 
acts  of  kindness  of  the  resident  clergy  of  Tiffin,  and  especially 
the  very  self-denying  faithfulness  of  the  attending  physicians, 
particularly  that  of  John  U.  Heckerman,  M.  D. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  DAVID  MILLER. 
D.  ERNEST  KLOPP. 

Cotnmittee. 


As  reported  by  the  Standing  Committeen  on  Overtures  in 
item  12,  a  communication  was  received  from  Prof.  F.  Knapp, 
inviting  the  General  Synod  to  visit  his  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb.  The  item  was  adopted,  and,  on  motion, 
it  was 

Resolved.,  That  the   General   Synod  returns  its  thanks  to 
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Prof.  F.  Knapp  for  his  invitation  to  visit  the  Institution  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  located  on  Holida}'^  Street,  Baltimore, 
opposite  the  City  Hall,  and  expresses  its  sincere  regrets  that 
owing  to  the  late  day  and  the  pressure  of  business,  it  is  not 
praticable  to  accept  it  as  a  body. 


On  motion,  during  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  it  was 
Resolved.,  That  Revs.  Cyrus  Cort  and  John  Bachman  be 
appointed  to  report  the  proceedings  of  this  General  Synod  for 
the  English  and  German  papers  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 

In  compliance  with  this  action  they  attended  to  the  duties 
assigned  them,  and  so  reported  towards  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sions in  a  verbal  statement,  which  was  thankfully  accepted. 


During  the  morning  session  on  Tuesday,  by  permission  of 
synod.  Rev.  Daniel  E.  Schoedler  made  some  interesting  state- 
ments in  behalf  of  the  needs  and  importance  of  the  mission 
interest  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  San  Francisco,  California, 
where  he  expects  soon  to  commence  work  as  a  missionary. 
His  statements  were  approvingly  received. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 
Vote  of  Thanks. 
On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  synod: 
Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Synod  are  due, 
and  hereby  most  heartily  extended,  to  the  pastors,   consis- 
tories, and  members  of  the  Reformed  Churches,  and  other 
citizens  of  Baltimore,  for  their  generous  and  cordial  enter- 
tainment of  the  members  of  the  synod ;  and  the  synod  prays 
for  the  fullest  and  choicest  blessings  of  God  upon  them  in  all 
their  relations  of  life,  and  bids  them  the  heartiest  God-speed 
in  their  church  work. 


The  roll  of  the  General  Synod  was  called,  and  none  were 
found  absent  without  permission  or  excuse. 

The  minutes  of  the  three  sessions  of  the  last  day  were  read 
and  approved ;  and  they  were  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
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ARTICLE  XXV. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Resolved^  That  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States  now  adjourns  to  meet  again  in  triennial 
sessions,  in  Grace  Reformed  Church,  at  Akron,  Ohio,  on  the 
tirst  Wednesday  after  Whit  Sunday,  June  1st,  A.  D.,  1887,  at 
half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

The  General  Synod  adjourned  on  Thursday,  May  15th,  at 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  after  a  long  night  session,  and 
closed  its  sessions  with  singing,  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles' 
Creed,  prayer  by  the  president,  uniting  in  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
and  the  benediction. 

BENJAMIN  BAUSMAN,  PresideMt. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 


ADDENDUM. 


THE  OFFICE  OF  DEACONESS.* 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Office  of  Deaconess.,  suh- 
mitted  to  and  adojited  hy  the  General  Sijnod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  Untied  States.,  during  its  trien- 
nial sessions  at  Tiffin,  Ohio.,  May  21.,  A.  D..,  1881  : 

Your  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  an  exposition 
upon  the  following  subject :  "  The  office  of  deaconess,  and 
its  position  in  the  work  of  the  Christian  Church  of  the  pres- 
ent day." 

The  word  "  deaconess  "  expresses  in  English  as  much  as 
service,  and  it  is  to  be  a  service  within  the  Christian  congre- 
gation for  its  weal,  as  well  as  for  its  increase  and  extension. 
But  since  the  Christian  congregation  is  founded  on  Christ  as  the 

*As  there  seems  to  have  been  some  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  having  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Office  of  Deaconess,  adopted  by  General  Synod  in 
1881,  printed  in  the  minutes  of  that  year,  the  report  is  here  embodied  in  these  min- 
utes, with  the  vlevF  of  satisfying  the  wishes  of  many,  and  of  preserving  it  in  perma- 
nent form.  This  repoit  is  one  of  considerable  research  and  historical  value,  and 
worthy  of  such  preservation  for  future  reference.  Stated  Clerk. 
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rock  and  foundation  of  its  salvation;  since  it  cannot  do  any- 
thing without  him,  and  has  to  do  everything  which  it  is  com- 
manded to  accomplish  for  him,  the  service  into  which  it  is 
called  in  its  diverse  offices  must  be  learned  from  the  Master 
himself.  The  Lord  has  pointed  out  the  object  of  his  coming 
on  earth  among  men  to  his  church  in  these  words :  "  The 
Son  of  Man  did  not  appear  on  earth  in  order  to  be  served,  but 
to  serve  and  to  give  his  life  for  the  redemption  of  the  world." 
All  worldly  thoughts  of  greatness,  and  all  sinful  desires  of 
ruling  must  be  banished  from  the  heart.  We  can  perceive 
this  in  the  solemn  act  of  the  Lord  when  he  washed  the  dis- 
ciples' feet.  "  Jesus  knowing  that  the  Father  had  given  all 
things  into  his  hands,  and  that  he  was  come  from  God,  and  went 
to  God ;  he  riseth  from  supper,  and  laid  aside  his  garments ; 
and  took  a  towel,  and  girded  himself.  After  that  he  poureth 
water  into  a  basin,  and  began  to  wash  the  disciples'  feet,  and 
to  wipe  them  with  the  towel  wherewith  he  was  girded."  And 
after  this  peculiar  act,  he  explained  it,  saying,  "  Know  ye  what 
I  have  done  to  you  ?  Ye  call  me  Master  and  Lord :  and  ye 
say  well ;  for  so  I  am.  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have 
washed  your  feet ;  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  another's  feet. 
For  I  have  given  you  an  example,  that  ye  should  do  as  I  have 
done  to  you.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  The  servant  is 
not  greater  than  his  lord  ;  neither  he  that  is  sent  greater  than 
he  that  sent  him.  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if 
ye  do  them  !" 

Unto  this  service  within  the  Christian  congregation  females 
are  also  called ;  and  in  the  first  place  under  a  general  call ;  for 
every  Christian,  whether  man  or  woman,  master  or  servant, 
shall  serve  the  other  with  the  gift  he  has  received  as  a  good 
steward  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God ;  and  in  the  second 
place,  under  a  special  call  to  a  special  office,  which  bears  the 
name  within  the  Christian  Church  of  the  office  of  deaconess, 
and  unto  which  such  are  called,  who  should  be,  like  unto 
deacons,  persons  full  of  wisdom  and  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  in 
order  to  take  charge  of  a  specified  work  for  the  edification  of 
the  body  of  Jesus  Christ. 

And  herein  consists  the  true  emancipation  of  woman. 
Paganism  has  compared  woman  with  the  body  and  man  with 
the  soul,  and  has  placed  the  former  in  a  degraded  position, 
which  we  find  to  be  the  case  not  only  among  the  highly-gifted 
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nations  of  antiquity,  as  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  but  still  at 
the  present  time  among  the  Chinese,  Japanese,  Mohamme- 
dans, negroes,  and  Zulus.  C-hristianity,  on  the  contrary,  com- 
mences with  the  enunciation  of  the  birth  of  Christ  to  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  who  is  called  the  "  blessed  among  women  ;"  and  in 
and  out  of  whom  the  "  Word  has  become  flesh."  When  the 
fullness  of  time  was  come  God  sent  forth  his  only-begotten 
Son,  born  of  a  woman,  and  made  under  the  law.  She  was  the 
first  nurse  and  servant  of  Jesus  Christ  in  his  childhood  and 
youth.  She  might  be  called  the  first  deaconess,  to  whom  may 
be  added,  after  the  public  entrance  of  the  Lord  upon  the 
accomplishment  of  his  work,  Mary  Magdalene,  Martha  and 
Mary,  Salome,  and  many  other  women  who  have  served  the 
Lord  with  their  property  and  love.  Therefore  we  ought  not 
to  be  astonished  that  the  office  of  deaconess  is  found  in  the 
Apostolic  Church,  but  ought  rather  to  acknowledge  the  same 
as  a  natural  growth  that  must  be  there. 

At  Joppa,  Tabitha  labored.  She  was  a  disciple  full  of 
good  works  and  alms,  which  she  did.  She  prepared  garments 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  ;  and  she  was,  if  not  in  an  official 
position,  at  least  according  to  her  works,  a  deaconess.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  Lydia  at  Philippi,  and  Priscilla  at 
Corinth,  who  served  St.  Paul,  and  other  disciples  and  evan- 
gelists. But  the  official  position  of  the  female  sex,  which  is 
gifted  by  the  Lord  and  called  by  the  Church  to  be  a  servant, 
or  deaconess,  of  the  Lord  in  the  congregation  according  to  her 
sphere,  you  will  find  expressed  clearly  in  Romans  xvi.  1,  2, 
and  thus  found  in  the  Word  of  God.  St.  Paul  writes,  "  I  com- 
mend unto  you  Phebe  our  sister,  which  is  a  like  servant  of 
the  Church  [ousan  diakonon  tes  ekklesias]  which  is  at  Cen- 
chrea :  that  ye  receive  her  in  the  Lord,  as  becometh  saints, 
and  that  ye  assist  her  in  whatsoever  business  she  hath  need 
of  you :  for  she  hath  been  a  succorer  of  many,  and  of  myself 
also." 

Here  a  woman  is  mentioned  by  the  name  of  Phebe.  The 
apostle  describes  her  more  fully  as  '-our  sister :"  that  is,  "in 
the  Lord."  She  was  a  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  loved  and 
served  him.  Thus  far  she  had  been  serving  the  congregation 
at  Cenchrea;  and,  to  make  use  of  the  official  term,  she  was  a 
deaconess  of  that  congregation,  called  to  this  office,  gifted  and 
useful  in  the  same,  and  also  according  to  the  apostolic  usage 
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consecrated  to  it  by  the  laying  on  of  hands.  The  epistle  which 
St.  Paul  had  written  to  the  congregation  at  Rome,  she  had 
conveyed  thither,  and  became  thus  ordinarily  a  servant  of  the 
word ;  for  the  requirements  of  this  work  include  the  bodily 
nurture  of  the  sick  and  needy,  as  well  as  the  admonition  and 
consolation  of  the  soul.  It  appears  that  she  went  to  Rome  to 
exercise  and  introduce  there  the  work  of  a  deaconess — per- 
haps to  instruct  others  in  it;  for  the  apostle  recommends  that 
she  be  received  in  the  Lord  as  becometh  saints,  and  that  they 
give  her  assistance  in  whatever  business  she  has  need  of  the 
members  of  the  church.  And  he  is  enabled  to  recommend 
her  the  more  so,  as  she  has  become  an  experienced  deaconess ; 
for  she  had  assisted  many,  even  the  apostle. 

Although  this  is  the  only  passage  of  scripture  which  gives  a 
clear  account  of  the  official  position  of  women  in  the  con- 
gregation ;  for  other  passages  adduced  from  the  Epistle  of 
■  Paul  to  Timothy,  which  speak  of  widows  and  their  work,  do 
not  belong  here,  and  would  give  only  a  wrong  impression  of 
this  office,  as  has  been  the  case  in  the  church  before  and  after 
the  Reformation.  Still,  this  passage  makes  it  clear  that  the 
office  of  deaconess  has  existed  in  the  congregation,  and  that 
the  Holy  Ghost  has  introduced  it  through  the  holy  apostles. 
We  can  confirm  this  by  three  facts, — namely,  by  the  conse- 
quent history  of  apostolic  Christianity,  the  period  of  the 
Reformation,  and  the  present  time. 

The  apostolic  time  speaks  of  deaconesses  as  in  the  sense  of 
St.  Paul.  We  refer  to  St.  Olympias  (A.  D.  368—420)  who 
lived  and  served  for  a  time  under  the  eminent  Bishop  Chrys- 
ostomus  at  Constantinople.  She  consecrated  herself  and  her 
immense  wealth  unto  the  life  of  the  poverty  and  fellowship 
of  Jesus  Christ,  after  she  had  become  a  widow,  being  eighteen 
years  old  and  belonging  to  the  nobility  of  the  magnificent 
metropolis.  She  became,  under  the  direction  of  her  golden 
mouthed  pastor,  an  official  servant  of  the  congregation,  nurs- 
ing the  poor  and  sick,  and  preparing,  by  her  instruction  and 
assistance,  women  and  virgins  for  baptism  and  the  baptismal 
act  itself.  There  were,  under  her  direction,  a  large  number 
of  likeminded  women  and  virgins  who  took  part  in  this  ser- 
vice of  love,  and  who  were  educated  to  a  deaconess'  work. 

In  a  similar  manner  St.  Materina  served  under  her  brother. 
Bishop  Basilius,  of  Caesarea,  in  Asia  Minor.     But  in  her  his- 
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tory  we  can  perceive  already  the  disintegration  of  the  office ; 
for  on  the  one  hand,  nunnery,  and  on  the  other,  the  cessation 
of  adult  baptism,  occasioned  the  decay  of  the  office  during 
mediteval  Christianity.  In  the  place  of  deaconesses  we  have 
only  nuns.  But  before  the  Reformation  a  reaction  took  place 
as  a  forerunner  of  this  important  epoch  ;  for  we  read  of  breth- 
ren of  a  united  common  life,  and  also  of  a  sisterhood  which 
congregated  for  mutual  edification  and  service  among  the 
poor  and  needy,  who  were  called,  in  Belgium,  "Behines." 

The  Reformation,  which  we  have  a  right  to  call  the  replacer 
of  the  work  of  God,  as  the  only  rule  and  measure  of  faith 
and  a  righteous  life,  became  at  last,  by  the  searching  of  the 
Scriptures  and  their  exposition  in  the  congregation,  a  guide  to 
the  lost  office  of  deaconess.  We  can  preceive  this  from  the 
writings  of  Dr.  M.  Luther,  as  well  as  from  those  of  John  Cal- 
vin, the  mighty  witness  of  the  Reformed  Church.  But  to  es- 
tablish houses  for  the  training  of  deacons  or  deaconesses  no 
steps  were  taken.  It  is  related  that  when  in  the  year  A.  D. 
1559  the  prince  of  the  principality  of  Sedan  accepted  the 
Reformation  in  his  land,  a  community  of  virgins  of  mercy 
was  founded  who  labored  for  the  relief  and  nurture  of  aged 
people  and  the  sick,  etc.,  in  their  houses  and  in  special  in- 
stitutions. 

But  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
lower  Rhine  and  Netherlands  resolved  at  Wesel  in  the  year 
1568,  November  3d,  "  We  consider  it  to  be  opportune  to 
recruit  in  a  lawful  manner  women  for  the  nursing  of  the  sick." 
In  1580  these  resolutions  were  renewed,  and  a  special  action 
taken  on  the  same;  but  we  are  sorry  to  say  nothing  practical 
resulted  therefrom.  Yes,  even  at  the  General  Synod  at  Mid- 
dleburg,  1581,  where  Casper  Olevianus  was  present,  the  ques- 
tion, ""Whether  it  was  advisable  to  introduce  the  office  of 
deaconess?"  was  answered  in  the  negative,  on  account  of 
diverse  inconveniences  which  might  result  therefrom.  "  But 
in  times  of  pestilence  and  the  prevalence  of  other  diseases, 
when  services  are  required  among  sick  women  which  are  not 
proper  for  deacons  to  perform,  they  shall  be  rendered  by  their 
wives  or  others  who  are  to  be  had."  Here  and  there  we  meet 
in  some  congregations  deaconesses — for  instance,  among  the 
Mennonites  in  Holland,  where  in  after  years  Fliedner  received 
impulses,  and  among  the  unita  fratrum  of  Zinzendorf.     But 
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as  the  office  cannot  be  created  by  resolutions  of  synods,  nor  by 
church-government,  but  alone  by  the  power  of  the  life  and 
love  of  the  congregation,  one  has  to  wait  until  both  are  pres- 
ent. And  that  time  has  come.  Unto  our  century  it  was 
reserved  to  restore  and  renew  the  apostolic  office  of  deacon- 
ess, and  in  such  a  manner  as  it  has  never  before  shown  itself 
— more  efficient,  vital,  and  comprehensive.  It  bears  the  im- 
press of  a  plant  of  God,  which,  therefore,  must  grow  to  his 
honor  and  the  salvation  of  men. 

At  the  beginning  of  our  century,  when  the  great  battles 
for  liberation  had  raged  in  Germany  and  came  to  a  close,  we 
heard  the  voices  of  Christian  sympathy  and  love  pleading  for 
the  reinstation  of  the  office  of  deaconess.  These  voices  came 
from  the  Reformed  Church,  and  from  those  countries  where 
once  the  Reformed  Synod  had  taken  into  consideration  this 
office.  A  Reformed  pastor  by  the  name  of  Koelle,  who  lived 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Wesel,  published  a  call  for  the  same  ; 
the  celebrated  Prussian  ministerial  secretary.  Von  Stein,  con- 
sidered it;  but  God  had  selected  a  man  who  should  commence 
it  in  the  manner  of  the  mustard-seed.  This  man  was  Pastor 
Heinrich  Theodore  Fliedner,  who  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
first  house  of  deaconesses  at  Kaiserwerth  on  the  Rhine,  and 
there  commenced  the  work  in  the  little  garden-house  con- 
tiguous to  his  parsonage,  belonging  to  a  very  poor  evangelical 
congregation,  which,  in  former  years,  was  Reformed.  This 
took  place  on  the  17th  of  September,  1833.  Out  of  this  small 
beginning,  like  a  tiny  seed,  a  mighty  tree  has  grown.  Not 
less  than  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  sisters  belong  now  to  the 
"  mother  and  daughter  houses,"  which  are  established  in  Ger- 
many and  in  other  countries,  and  which  need,  under  German 
economy,  annually  $160,000.  From  this  source  the  move- 
ment has  gone  forward  into  diverse  places.  We  find  now 
mother  institutes  with  larger  or  smaller  numbers  of  affiliated 
houses  at  Strassburg,  Berlin,  Mecklenberg,  Bremen,  Ham- 
burg, and  in  Switzerland.  There  are  existing  fifty-one  mother 
houses  with  3,008  sisters,  among  whom  there  are  2,483  dea- 
conesses, and  1,475  on  probation  who  are  actually  engaged  on 
1 ,095  fields  of  labor.     Their  support  demands  yearly  $1,000,000. 

What  was  an  unknown  thing  seventy  years  ago  has  become, 
under  the  guidance  of  God,  a  stream  of  living  water.  May  it 
also  become  one  for  our  country,  where  beginnings  have  been 
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made  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  under  Pastor  Fliedner,  and  at  New 
York,  under  Rev.  Dr.  Muehlenberg,  but  where,  on  an  average, 
this  entire  activity  is  to  such  an  extent  unknown  that  but  few 
evangelical  congregations  know  anything  about  it. 

Having  tried  to  present  in  a  condensed  manner  the  histor- 
ical side  of  the  oiHce,  permit  us  now  to  show  the  position  of 
this  office  in  the  work  of  the  Christian  congregation. 

The  work  of  the  office  within  the  Christian  Church  is  mani- 
fold, and  the  word  of  God  does  not  define  it,  but  its  entire  ex- 
tent is  found  designated  when  Paul  says,  "  Phebe  is  a  servant 
of  the  Church,  and  ye  shall  assist  her  in  whatsoever  business 
she  hath  need  of  you."  In  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  the 
work  is  done  not  according  to  the  j)rescribed  commandments, 
although  she  honors  the  law,  but  according  to  the  urgency  of 
love ;  and  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us  and  maketh  us 
fit  for  every  good  work. 

The  female  diaconate  has  thus  far  found  work : 

1.  In  the  education  and  instruction  of  children,  among 
infants  in  the  so-called  Chreche,  at  which  place  poor  mothers, 
who  must  make  a  living  by  work,  can  leave  their  infants 
where  deaconesses  take  care  of  them  till  evening.  Large 
children  are  brought  into  the  infant  school  and  kindergarten. 

2.  In  the  education  and  restraining  of  female  j^outh.  We 
name  here  industrial  schools,  where  girls  are  taught  needle- 
work, etc. ;  homes  for  servant-girls,  and  schools  for  the  train- 
ing of  good  servant-girls;  the  conducting  of  homes  for  the 
friendless  ;  Sunday  unions,  where  servant-girls  are  entertained 
in  a  social  manner  for  several  hours  during  Sundays. 

3.  The  salvation  of  the  spiritually  lost.  Dejjraved  boys 
and  girls,  who  would  become  inmates  of  jails  and  infected 
houses,  are  taken  care  of  and  led  in  the  path  of  virtue ;  the 
care  of  Magdalene  houses,  where  fallen  women  are  rescued 
from  their  sinful  course  of  life,  and  restored  to  human  society 
doubly  healed  ;  work  among  prisoners,  partly  in  prisons  and 
partly  in  institutes,  where  dismissed  prisoners  learn  to  love 
honest  work  and  an  honest  life. 

4.  The  education  and  nurture  of  the  deformed,  as  the 
weak-minded,  the  epilepic,  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and  dumb. 

5.  The  nursing  of  the  sick  in  hospitals,  as  well  as  in  private 
houses  where  it  is  needed ;  insane  asylums,  hospitals  for  dis- 
eased children. 
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6.  The  work  in  the  congregations  in  which  the  poor,  the 
sick,  the  weak,  children,  widows,  and  orphans  are  found,  for 
whom  in  some  way  or  other  assistance  is  needed. 

7.  The  assistance  which  is  required  in  special  cases  when 
the  country  is  in  need,  as  during  war,  and  the  work  in  hos- 
pitals, as  during  epidemics. 

8.  And  lastly  the  Christian  deaconness  finds  also  a  field 
of  work  in  the  beautifying  of  the  house  of  God,  in  tapestry 
work,  etc. 

In  an  eightfold  manner  we  have  given  you  a  panorama  of 
the  great,  blessed,  difficult,  and  the  same  time  necessary  work 
of  the  Christian  female  diaconate. 

May  we  be  permitted  now  to  show  the  place  which  it  may 
take  in  our  own  congregations  ? 

Because  the  office  of  deaconess  is  an  office  of  the  Christian 
Church,  it  is  no  question  at  all  whether  it  should  be  renewed 
in  our  congregations.  The  Protestant  Church  in  this  country 
has  handed  over  a  great  part  of  the  duty  in  the  field  of  mercy 
to  the  state  which  is,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  unfit  to  work  in  the 
sphere  of  Christian  charity.  And  if  the  Church  will  restore 
the  full  blessings  of  the  Lord,  she  must  come  to  a  full  con- 
sciousness of  this  office  of  love  and  charity.  According  to 
Christ's  saying,  "  The  poor  ye  have  always  with  you ; "  and  as 
it  is  so,  they  need  our  care. 

Poor  and  sick  women,  men,  and  children  ought  to  be  visited 
and  receive  needed  help.  Girls  must  be  instructed  in  sewing, 
etc.    Our  confirmed  youth  could  be  blessed  in  this  work. 

Servant-girls  who  have  no  home  should  find  one  in  the  con- 
gregation. Thus  almost  every  self-sustaining  pastoral  charge 
could  erect  a  house  of  deaconesses,  in  which  and  from  which 
the  charitable  work  of  the  congregation  could  be  done  ;  there- 
fore, 

Resolved^  That  we  recognize  the  importance  of  the  office  of 
deaconess,  as  it  existed  in  the  Apostolic  Church,  and  was  re- 
affirmed by  the  Reformers  of  the  Sixteenth  Century. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  propose 
some  plan  for  the  practical  introduction  of  this  office  in  our 
congregations,  and  that  said  committee  report  on  Tuesday 
morning  at  eleven  o'clock. 
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Resolved^  That  the  report  be  published  in  the  English  and 
German  papers  of  the  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  KNIEST. 
BENJ.  BAUSMAN. 
GEO.  Wm.  WELKER. 
HIRAM  C.  HOOVER. 
Wm.  H.  SEIBERT. 

Committee. 


RESPECTma  Plan  of  Introduction. 

The  committee  called  for  in  the  second  resolution,  and  as 
officially  appointed,  consisted  of  Revs.  Dr.  J.  H.  Klein,  J.  S. 
Kieffer,  A.  B.  Koplin,  and  Elders  Wm.  D.  Gross,  and  Francis 
M.  McKeehan.  This  committee,  at  the  appointed  time,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received,  discussed, 
and  adopted : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the  practical 
introduction  of  the  office  of  deaconess,  would  respectfully 
report  to  this  General  Synod  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption  : 

Resolved^  That  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  no 
plan  for  the  introduction  into  the  Reformed  Church  of  the 
office  and  work  of  deaconesses  is  at  present  called  for  or  possi- 
ble beyond  the  general  circulation  of  the  valuable  papers  pre- 
pared on  this  subject  by  Rev.  John  B.  Kniest,  and  asking  for 
this  subject  the  careful  attention  and  prayerful  consideration 
of  the  classes  and  consistories  within  the  bounds  of  this  Gen- 
eral Synod. 

By  unanimous  consent  and  in  behalf  of  the  committee. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  KLEIN,  Chalrm.an. 

That  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  said  report  and  of 
the  action  thereon  adopted  by  the  General  Synod,  is  hereby 
officially  attested. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 
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Sutton,  Nebraska. 
Clear  Creek, Nebraska. 
Isla,  Nebraska. 
Denver,  Colorado. 
Haskins,  Nebraska. 
Diller,  Nebraska. 
Lincoln,  Nebraska. 
Columbus,  Nebraska. 
Yankton,  Dakota. 
Yanfcton,  Dakota. 
Meno,  Dakota. 
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Prairie  City,  Mo. 
Boeger's  Store,  Mo. 
Dito,  St.  Clair  Co.,  Mo. 
Neosho,  Mo. 

Chicago,  111. 
Freeport,  111. 
Loran,  111. 
Washburn,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Humboldt  Park,  111. 
Hegins,  Pa. 
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COMPARATIVE  SUMMARY 

Of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the 
results  secured  for  the  year  designated  at  the  head  of  each 
column,  and  also  for  the  three  years  ending  in  each  instance 
with  the  date  given  : 

1878.  1881.  1884. 

Synods  6  6  7 

Classes 45  48  52 

Ministers 710  752  783 

Congregations 1,369  1,403  1,465 

Members 147,788  161,002  169,530 

Members  unconfirmed 90,993  96,147  103,112 

Baptisms— infants,  given  year 12,323  13,213  12,665 

infants  in  three  years * 39,059  40,388  38,737 

"            adults,  given  year 880  1,096  1,017 

adults,  in  three  years 1,882  3,362  3,088 

Confirmed,  given  year 8,456  9,113  9,233 

in  three  years 26,733  28,240  27,223 

Cirtificate,  given  year 3,716  4,113  5,043 

in  three  years 11,184  12,263  14,046 

Communed 120,681  132,709  136,897 

Dismissed,  given  year 1,566  2,249  2,122 

in  three  years 5,175  5,791  5,819 

Excommunicated,  given  year 174  123  68 

"                    in  three  years  567  227 

Erased,  given  year 512  1,593  1,699 

"      in  three  years 3,869  5,351 

Deaths,  given  year 4,887  4,591  4,787 

"      in  three  years 14,102  14,492  15,292 

Sunday-schools 1,237  1,346  1,378 

Sunday-sohool  scholars 89,982  103,511  114,720 

Students  for  the  ministry 157  141  145 

Benevolent  contributions,  given  year 161,727  ?73,400  |101,148 

in  three  years 207,417  194,869  327,899 

Congregational  purposes,  given  year 531,929  630,189  779,572 

in  three  years 1,305,905  1,738,213  2,193,018 

Note.— It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  comparative  statement,  that  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  made  considerable  progress  during  the  intervening  three 
years  from  May,  1881,  to  May,  1884.  In  the  particulars  here  designated  the  gains  are 
1  synod,  4  classes,  31  ministers,  62  congregations,  8,528  members,  32  Sunday-schools, 
ll,20{i  .Sunday-school  scholars,  $133,030  for  benevolent  purposes,  and  $354,805  for  con- 
gregational purposes. — Stated  Clerk. 
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INDEX  TO  THE  SCHEDULES. 


Containing  the  Statistical  Reports,  together  with  the  names 
of  the  Synods,  Classes,  Ministers  and  Licentiates,  and  the 
number  of  the  page  where  they  may  be  found : 


I.    The  Synods. 

The  Synod  in  the  United  States  organized  September  29,  1747 

The  Synod  of  Ohio  organized  Jnne  14,  1824 

The  Synod  of  the  Northwest  organized  May  29,  1867 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  organized  February  12,  1870     

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  organized  April  18,  1873 

The  German  Synod  of  the  East  organized  January  12, 1875  . . 
The  Central  Synod  organized  November  3,  1881  


.117 
.124 
130 
.134 
.130 
.141 
.143 


Allegheny 135 

Carlisle 139 

Chicago  133 

Cincinnati 145 

Clarion .134 

Eastern  Oliio 127 

East  Pennsylvania  . .  .117 
East  Susquehanna       121 

Erie 143 

Getty  sburgh 139 

Goshenhoppen 122 

Heidelberg    143 

Illinois,  Northern    . .  .127 

Indiana 131 

Iowa  128 

Juniata 140 

Kansas  129 


II.    The  Classes 

Lancaster  (East.) 120 

Lancaster  (West.)  125 

Lebanon 118 

Lehigh  123 

Marylana 136 

Maryland,  German 142 

Mercersburgh 137 

Miami 12 1 

Milwaukee 132 

Minnesota 132 

Missouri 133 

Nebraska 133 

New  York 141 

North  Carolina 138 

Philadelphia 119 

Philadelphia,  German    ...142 
Portland-Oregon 141 


St.  John's 144 

St.  Joseph's 129 

St.  Paui's 1.35 

San  Francisco 140 

Sheboygan 130 

Shelby 128 

Somerset  135 

Tiffin    126 

Tohickon 123 

Tuscarawas  126 

Ursinus 133 

Virginia 138 

Westmoreland 134 

West  New  York 141 

West  Pennsylvania.  .142 
West  Susquehanna.  .122 
Zion's(Syn.N.  W.)  .130 
Zion's(Syn.  Pot.)   .136 


Note.— Since  the  last  triennial  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  (in  1881),  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  the  ecclesiastical  judicatories  of  the  Reformed 
Church  of  one  Synod,  being  the  Central  Synod,  and  of  four  classes,  namely,  Carlisle, 
Chicago,  Gettysburg  and  Juniata,  making  now  a  total  of  seven  synods  and  fifty  two 
classes.— Seated  Clerk. 
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III.    THE  MINISTERS  AND  LICENTIATES. 


Accola,  Oswald  J.,  Dayton,  O. 
Addams,  George  E.,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
Albright,  Daniel  B.,  Womelsdorf,  Pa. 
Alspach,  JoelW.,  Baldivin,  Butler  co.,Pa. 
Alt,  Solomon  A.,  lola,  Kan. 
Andreas,  Henry,  La  Crosse,  Wis. 
Andrews,  Wm.  M.,  Claysburg,  Pa. 
Appel,  Richard,  S.,  Hamburg,  Pa. 
Appel,  Dr.  Theodore,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Apple,  Prof.  A.  T.  G.,  Myerstown,  Pa. 
Apple,  Dr.  Joseph  H.,  Saegerstown.  Pa. 
Apple,  Dr.  Thomas  G.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Arronet,  Alexander.  Chicago,  111. 
Assman,  Robert  G.,  Hazleton,  Pa. 
Aughinbaugh,  Dr.  G.  W.,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Bacher,  Theodore  J.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Bachman,  Adam  J.,   Schaeflfer.stown,  Pa. 
Bachman,  James  N.,  Lynnport,  Pa. 
Bachman,  John,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Bachman,  Marcus,  Baltimore. 
Badertscher,  Christian,  Bluffton,  O. 
Bahner,  Franklin  F.,  Waynesborough,  Pa. 
Baichly,  Alpheus  E.,  Grand  Rapids,  O. 
Bair,  Henry,  Liscomb,  Iowa. 
Balliet,  Thomas  M.,  Lehighton,  Pa. 
Bank,  Charles,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
Barber,  Joseph  W.,  Stoutsville,  O. 
Barkley,  Thomas  J.,  Gettysbuig,  Pa. 
Barringer,  Paul,  China  Grove,  N.  C. 
Barth.  Sebastian.  Crothersville,  Ind. 
Bartholomew,  Abraham,   Lehighton,  Pa. 
Bartholomew,  Allen  R.,  Pottsville,  Pa. 
Bates,  William  H.,  Johnstown,  Pa. 
Baum,  Christian,  Wheatland,  Iowa. 
Bauman  Elias.  Portland,  Oregon. 
Bauman,  Fred.  C,  Zwingli,  Iowa. 
Baumgartner,  John,  Akron,  O. 
Bausman,  Dr.  Benjamin,  Reading,  Pa. 
Bausman,  B.  F.,  Shepherdstown,  W.  Va. 
Beade,  Jonathan  C.,  Sidney,  O. 
Beam,  Samuel  Z.,  Lima,  Allen  co.,  O. 
Beck,  Charles,  Bellaire,  O. 
Beck,  Edward  M.,  Marshallville,  O. 
Beck,  John  H.,  Mt.  Eaton,  O. 
Becker,  Augustus,  Cleveland,  0. 
Becker,  Charles,  New  Hamburgh,  Can. 
Becker,  Charles,  B redhead vills.  Pa. 
Becker,  Cyrus  J.,  Catasauqua,  Pa. 
Becker,  Philip,  South  Whitley,  Ind. 
Beisser,  Gottlieb,  Decatur,  Ind. 
Bentz.  Henry,  Yankton,  Dakota. 
Berleman,  Fred.  VV.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Best,  Andrew  W.  J.,  Scottdale,  Pa. 
Beyer,  Christian  E.  W.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Bielfeld,  Herman,  Frederick.  Md. 
Biery,  Benj.  F.,  Orefield,   Lehigh  co..  Pa. 
Biery,  John,  Walhonding,  O. 
Biukley,  Henry  K.,  Reading,  Pa. 
Black,  Albert  A.,  Delmont,  Pa. 
Blaetgen,  John,  Menno,  Dakota. 
Bloom,  Nathan  W.,  Hill  Grove,  O. 
Boley,  Adam,  Williamsport,  Pa. 
BoUenbacher,  Jacob,  Belvidere,  Tenn. 
BoUiger,  Abraham,  New  Basil,  Kansas. 
Bomberger.  John  IL,  Columbiana,  O. 
Bomberger,  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  CoUegeville,  Pa. 
Bonekemper,  Charles,  Menno,  Dakota. 
Bonekemper,  William,  Sutton,  Neb. 
Borchers,  Conrad,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Bossard,  Dr.  James,  Franklin,  Wis. 
Bowers,  Andrew  J.,  Weyer's  Cave,  Va. 
Bowling,  Robert  C,  Emlenton,  Pa. 
Bowman.  John  C,  Hanover,  Pa. 
Braun,  J.  B.,  Isla,  Saunders  county,  Neb, 
Braun,  William,  Wheeling,  W.  Va, 


Brecht,  John  J.,  Sauk  City,  Wis. 
Bridenbaugh,  Samuel  R.,  Berlin,  Pa. 
Brendle,  Daniel  F.,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
Bretz,  John  L.,  Bluft'ton,  Ind. 
Brown,  Franklin  W.,  Schellsburg,  Pa. 
Brown,  Isaac  G.,  Wichita,  Kans. 
Brown,  Simon  P.,  Chapman,  Pa. 
Bruengger,  Henry,  Neilisville,  Wis. 
Brugger,  L.,  Elk  Rap)ids,  Mich. 
Brunner,  Casper,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Brunoehl.  Ernst,  Muehlheim,  Wis. 
Bucher,  Dr.  John  C,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 
Buehren,  W.,  Napa,  C'alifornia. 
Burger,  Isaiah  N.,  Harrison  Citv,  Pa. 
Busche,  John  F.  108  Rivington  St.,  N.  Y. 
Busor,  John  H.,  Coneville,  Iowa. 
Butler,  Joseph  F.,  Shelbyville,  111. 
Butt,  Andrew  Toledo.  O. 

Caldwell,  David  S.,  Nevada,  Ohio. 
Callender,  Dr. SamuelN.,  Rockingham,  Va. 
Carnahan.    Barton     R.,    Meyerhoeffer's 

Store,  Va. 
Casselman,  Amos,  Thorneville,  Ohio. 
Cecil,  Jesse  W.,  Thomasville,  N.  C. 
Christine,  Fred.  F.,  Waterloo,  Ind. 
Christman,  David  M.,  Helena,  O. 
Clapp,  Dr.  Jacob  C,  Newton,  N.  C. 
Clauser,  Wm.  W.,  White  Deer  Mills,  Pa. 
Clayton,  Lewis  B.,  Union  City,  Ind. 
Clever,  Conrad,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Comfort,  Henry  I.,  Frederick,  Md. 
Cook,  Henry  E.,  Elk  Lick,  Pa. 
Coon,  Charles  H.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Cort,  Cyrus,  Greencastle.  Pa. 
Cort,  Lucian,  Greensburg   Pa. 
Crawford,  James,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
Cremer,  William  C,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 
Crist,  John  J.,  Catasauqua,  Pa. 
Crist,  Louis,  Clear  Water,  Minn. 
Crooks,  Robert  F.,  Concord,  N.  C. 

Dahlman,  Abr.  Emil,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Dahlman,  Dr,  Jacob,  Akron,  O. 
Daniel.  Horace,  Nazareth,  Pa 
Darbaker,  Harry  D.,  McKeesport,  Pa. 
Davis,  Dr.  Peter  S.,  Philade)phia.  Pa. 
Deatrich,  Wm.  R.  H.,  Newport,  Pa. 
Deatrick,  E.  Rauson,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Deatrick,  Wm.  M.,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Deatrick,  Wm.  W.,  Rimersburg,  Pa. 
Dechant,  Augustus  L..  Peunsburg,  Pa. 
Dechant,  Frederick  W.,  Reading,  Pa. 
Dechant,  George  B.  Catawissa,  Pa. 
DeGeller,  Eugene,  Stockton,  Cal. 
DeLong,  John  F.,  Bellefonte,  Pa. 
Delorme,  Erdnian,  Port  Hope,  Mich. 
DeLyre,  Theodore  G.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Dengler,  James  G.,  Sellers ville.  Pa. 
Denny,  Melchior,  Bernstadt,  Ky. 
Derr,  Joshua  H.,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 
Derr,  Levi,  K.,  Reading,  Pa., 
Derr,  Tilghman,  Conyngham,  Pa. 
Detrich,  Josiah  D.,  Flourtown,  Pa. 
Dieckman,  Frederick.  Wheatland,  Iowa. 
Dieckman,  John  F.  H.,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Dieckman,  William,  New  Bremen,  O. 
Dieifenbacher.  Cyrus  H.,  Greensburg,  Pa. 
DiefFenbacher,  D.  S.,  Kittanning,  Pa. 
Dieifenbacher,  E.  H.,  Mann's  Choice,  Pa. 
Dieffenderfer,   Moses  H.,  Allentown,  Pa. 
Diehm,  W.,  Storm  Lake,  Iowa. 
Dietz,  Tilghman  R..  New  Berlin,  Pa. 
Dingledine,  John  E.,  Arcanum,  0. 
Dippell,  Peter  H..  Huntington,  Ind. 
Dittmar,  David  N.  Wttlestown,  Pa. 
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Dole,  Albert  G.,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 
Donat,  VVilloughby,  Schuylkill  Haven.Pa. 
Donat,  Wilson  D.,  Berwick,  Pa. 
Dotterer,  John,  North  Washington,  Pa. 
Dreher,  William,  Cleveland,  O. 
Dreisbach,  Albert  F.,  Shrewsbury,  Pa. 
Dubbs,  Dr.  Joseph  H.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Dubbs,  Alfred  J.  G.,  AUeutown,  Pa. 
Duenger,  Rudolph,  Ashland,  Pa. 
Dumstrey,  Max.  F.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Ebbert,  David  W.,  Spring  City,  Pa. 
Edmonds  Francis  A.  Harmony,  Pa. 
Edmonds,   Lewis  C,  Shannondale,  Pa. 
Eichen,  John,  Olney.  111. 
Eiseuberg,  Samuel  H.,  Latrobe,  Pa. 
EUers,  William.  Southwest,  Ind. 
Ellicker,  Solomon,  Elmore,  Wis. 
Elterich,  W.  L. 

Engelman,  Geo.,  Potter  s  Mills,  Wis. 
Engle,  Wm.  G.  Pillow,  Dauphin  co.,  Pa. 
Erb,  Edmund,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
Eschbach,  Dr.  Ed.  R.,  Frederick,  Md. 
Esselborn,  Ottmar,  Washburn  111. 
Etter,  John  T.,  New  Glarus,  Wis. 
Evans,  John  M.,  Curllsville,  Pa. 
Evans,  Levi  Krvder,  PottstowD,  Pa. 
Ewald,  Frederick,  Seattle,  Wash.  Ter. 
ExcelL  J.  J.,  Reedsburg,  Ohio. 

Facius,  Gustavus,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Feete,  Daniel,  Norristown,  Pa. 
Feige,  William,  Storm  Lake,  Iowa. 
Feiineman,  Wm.  H.,  Hamilton,  Ohio. 
Fenstermacher,Thos.A.,Philadelphia,Pa. 
Ferer,  Benjamin  B.,  Pleasant  Unity,  Pa. 
Firor,  Marion  L.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Fisher,  Chas.  G.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Fisher,  John  J.,  Tamaqua,  Pa. 
Fleiner,  J.  F.,  Jeflfersonville,  Ind. 
Fogel,  Edward  J.,  Fogelsville,  Pa. 
Foil,  John  A.  Newton,  N.  C. 
Foerster,  B.,  Bridesburg,  Phila.,  Pa. 
Forwick,  Fred.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Fouse,  Dewalt  S.,  Lisbon,  Iowa. 
Fox,  Frederick,  40'.i  W.  47th  St.,  N.  Y. 
Frank,  Milton,  F.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Freeman,  Joseph  E.,  Weissport,  Pa. 
Friebolin,  Wm.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Fritch,  Martin  L.,  Shillingtou,  Pa. 
Fritchey,  John  G.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Fritzinger,  Jared,  AUentown,  Pa. 
From,  William  A.,  Plymouth,  Ind. 
Fuendling,  Julius,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Fuerer,  Edmund  F.  E.,  Defiance,  O. 

Gantenbein,  Dr.  John,  Portland,  Oregon. 
Garner,  Henry  S.  Schellsburg,  Pa. 
Gast,  Dr.  Fred,  A.  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Geary,  Ambrose  C,  Keedysville,  Md. 
Gehr,  Dr.  Nicholas,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Geissel,  J.  F.,  Vera  Cruz,  Ind. 
Geckler.  Alvin,  Waukesha,  Wis. 
Gerhard,  Calvin,  S.,  Reading.  Pa. 
Gerhard,  Darius  W.,  New  Holland,  Pa. 
Gerhard,  Geo.  W.,  Lock  Haven,  Pa. 
Gerhard,,  William  T.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Gerhart,  Dr.  Emanuel  V.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Gerhart,  Henry  L.,  Worcester,  Pa. 
Gerhart,  R.  Leighton,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 
Gerlach,  George  C,  Kentland,  Ind. 
Gernant,  Edwin  A.,  AUentown,  Pa. 
Gersman,  Henry  M.,  Jeflfersonville,  Ind. 
Glanz,  John  C,  Hegins,  Pa. 
Glessner,  Dr.  Geo.  W.,  Shippeusburg,  Pa. 
Gonser,  Albert,  West  Salem,  O. 
Good,  Charles  W.,  Tiffin,  Ohio. 
Good,  James  I.,  1515  N.  19th  St.,  Phila., Pa. 
Good,  Dr.  Jeremiah  H,,  Tiffin,  Ohio. 


Good,  Prof.  Reuben,  Tiffin,  Ohio. 
Goodrich,  William,  Clear  Spring,  Md. 
Goss,  Sebastian  C,  Wadsworth,  Ohio. 
Graedel  Gottfried,  Seattle,  Wash.  Ter. 
Graeff,  Isaac  E.,  Tamaqua,  Pa. 
Graf,  J.  F.,  Wathena,  Kan. 
Grant,  James,  Bradenville,  Pa. 
Grauel,  Julius,  Linton,  Green  co.,  Ind. 
Greding,  Dr,  Peter,  Bluffton,  O. 
Greenwald,  Daniel  J.,  Sabetha,  Kan. 
Grether,  Frank,  Rhine,  Wis. 
Grether,  John  M.,  Beaver,  Pike  co.,  O. 
Gring,  Ambrose  D..  Tokio,  Japan. 
Gring,  John,  Fredericksburg,  Pa. 
Gring,  William  A.,  Emmittsburg,  Md. 
Grivelly,  James,  Boone,  Iowa. 
Grob,  Jean,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Groh,  Milton  H.,  Landisburg,  Pa. 
Groh,  William  H.,  Boalsburg,  Pa. 
Grosenbaugh,  Louis,  Three  Rivers,  Mich. 
Gross,  Simon  K.,  Schlichter's,  Pa. 
Grosshuesch,  Tillman.  Linton.  Ind. 
Grosshuesch,  William,  Franklin,  Wis. 
Gruber,  John  J.  M.,  Navarre,  Stark  co.,  O. 
Grueningen,  Jacob  J.,  Sauk  City,  Wis. 
Gruenstein,  Edward  E.,  Sharon,  Pa. 
Guenther,  Augustus,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Gumbert,  Christian,  Glade,  Pa. 
Gundlach,  Charles,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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